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| |[Decyphering the right vie & 
 [finall ende there-of; without 


whoſe practiſe, none that hath attaj- [ 
nedto yeeres of diſcretion can be ſa- | | 
| ned : agam{t the Permicious unpictic | 

of the Atheilts, Epicurcs, Lider= q 
tines, MAIPOCTIs, and Tempo- | 


| | 
riſers ofthucle latt utuines, : | il 


He that hath my commanndements & keepett; 
them, 15 hee that loueth mce. Ioh. 5.22. | 
Beye dooers of the worde , & n110t hearers one- | 
ly, decciuing your iclues: foras the bodieis | | 
vvichour the ipi1t dead; euen to faith yyich- | 

| 

| 


our vyorkes is dead. 141. 1. 22. &3296. | j| 
Be nor decciued , for neyther Fornicator«, 1- i| 
dolawes, Adulterets, Wantors, Bugge: os. | 
Thea $,Cuuet2us vctons,Drunkerdes ra1- 
Icrs zor E.orgones, fha'ltnheric the king - 


do:ne c© God, 2, Cor. 6,9. 19, | [01 
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I) — Z He manifold & *Mat.24.12. 
3 WS, = Pſal.12.1,8. 


; xa) moſtrous ' enor- 1g, row | 


A) TA I es ' mit1eEs of athele IO,11,12» 
= 77 #)) laſt & molt dart 

v4 ES FO verous Tymes, 
FE py Se Pee L do manifeſt yn- 
to: 65 althogh not without oreat 
pricfe of minde) a ſtrange and la- 
mentable diuerſitie, or rather co1- 
trarietie of mens diſpoſitions. For 
ſome are ſo pro-hane, Þ that they ® Plal.r4.1. & 
thioke ir the readiclt way to re. 537 3F3 
matne without ante religion, leaft 
by medling neuer ſo little there- 
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with.they might draw fro thence 

ſome ſcruple of conſcience, and 

care of minde to live otherwiſe 

than after their owne vnbrideled 

«165.29.13, Juſts, 8 deteſtable fanſies : others * 

Matth.15.6,9. ſtubborrlie reteining that forged 

Gahbr.$.er.10 ſuperſtition, which parrtlic tiiey 
334250 : 

hauerecciued from their Fathers 

by tradition,and parthe hauclear- 

ned of falſe prophets, will in no 

_ caſeforſake their olde guiſe, and 

Math 7.21, counterfeit hipocriſie. Andſome* 

Jam. 1.17,22, making ope profeſsion of the true 

&2-26- religion in outward demonſtrati- 

on, and yet notwithſtanding,the 

mannerof theliuing of manie of 

them is verie farre off from that 

which they profeſle . Others vn- 

der pretence of greateſt ſynceritic - 

e2:Pct.2.17 Arc cither become open apoſtates 

13,19. 1ud.1o from thetrueth, defending with 

Cor 14/1; footh & naile moſt yenymoushe- 

14415. Teftes & abſurd aſſertions : or ecls 

as 
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tentious, and brainelicke 
atikes,hauedinorcedthem 
from the viſible bodie of 
For ſuch falſe apoſtles arc 
1] workers,and transforme 
lues into the Apoſtles of 
andno meruaile, for ſatan 
e 15 transformed into an 
>f light : therefore 1t1s no 
ing, though his miniſters 
me themſclues as though 
re the miniſters of righte- 
whole end ſhalbe accord- 
err workes. 
iching the firſt ſort,the pa- 
f the Lord in ſuffering the 


erfull, becauſe they make From.s. 1,2 | 

1es beaſts of ſet purpoſe: 3-12-13: 1.co. 
6 9,10, Gal.s. 

I canaot but greatly mer- | 


19,20,2ls 
at the carth doth not open 


ow them vp,ſith that man 

:religio(his humane ſhape. 

cepted)is but little differet 
B 2 from 
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with,they might draw fro 

ſome {ſcruple of conſcien 

care of minde to live ott 

than after their owne vnb 

c 1633.20.13, luſts, & deteſtable fanſies : 
Matth.15.6,9. ſtubborrle reteining that 


Gal,1,$.,ler.10 -X. . : 
I ſuperſtition, which parth 


'" haverecciucd from their ; 
by tradition,and partlie ha 
ned of falſe prophets, wil 

_ caſcforſlake their olde-gu 

4Math 7.21, Counterfeit hipocrifie. Anc 

Jam. 1.17,22, making opeprofeſsion of t 

& 2-26. religion in outward demo 

on, and yet notwithſtand 

manner of theliuing of m 

them is verie farre off fro 

which they profeſle . Oth 
dcrpretence of greateſt ſyr 


e2,Pet.2.17 Arc cither become open ap 
13,19. 1ud.1o from thetrueth, defendin; 
11:12-13-1% tooth & naile moſt yenyme 


2.Cor. 11-13, | ; 
14,15. Tclies & abſurd aflertions : 
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as contentious, and brainelicke 
Schiſmatikes, hane divorced them 
ſelues from the viſible bodie of 
Chriſt. For ſuch falſe apoſtles arc 
deceitful workers,and transforme 
themſelucs into the Apoſtles of 
Chriſt; and no meruaile, for ſatan 
himſelfe is transformed into an 
Angel of light : theretorec itis no 
great thing, though his miniſters 
transforme themſelues as though 
they were the miniſters of righte- 
ouſnes; whoſe end ſhalbe accord- 
ing to therr workes. _ 

As touching the firſt ſort,the pa- 
tience of the Lord in ſuffering the 
is wonderfull, becauſe they make 
themſclues beaſts/ of ſet purpoſe: 


of whol canaot but greatly mer- 


uaile, that the carth doth not open 
to (wallow them vp,ſith that man 


without rcligio( his humane ſhape. 
| onely excepted)is but little differet 
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3,12,13. 1.CO. 
6 9,10. Gal.s. 
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trom a brute beaſt : the number of _ 


which monſters, I wouid to God 
were not {0 great, as WEE ATE CON- 
{trained to bohold; & rthattheland 
were whoillie purged of ſuch ab- 


hominable vermine. 
© Jeveils, 44 The {cond are of two kindes: 
from the 1, ve. ſomes of the by force of the decpe 
till the 19. Jer. 1gNOTance wherein they are plun- 
65 <4 d, doo obſtinarcly maintatae 8& 


 $Jo[Cr10.3,4, US . 
.and 11.9,10 wiltulle follow tnat, wherin they 


"it x _ haue been nuſlea by their papiſt1- 
2:19;20. 
Zach.10.2. Call doctors, wichout all regard C0) 


Pl.135.15, rherruth of the lacred Scriptures ; 
16,17,15.3nc '# o o , . pl 

$34.5 65.4 whoſe inueterate iSnNOrance, acco- 
9. panied with an inmutable obſti- 


p TEES nacie, deſeructh ereroall congem- 
Pſa 2 2,9.10f, NALLOIN. Others being not {o 19N0- 


9.1,2-&10.1, rt, ash malicious & intractable in. 


2,354; $01 


2$:4485-2. their pervicious opinions,doe cul- 


t5n.19.10,11 dently ſhevv, that they doo it mote | 


12,13-Plal33 forleagues ſake,parcialitie,rancor, 
2,34-507 8, : 
*" 540,11, N ofa turious hatred which they 
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haue concciucd againſt the Lord, 
than for any deuotion or zecale yn- 
to religion. 

As tor them that arc by divine * Math.$.16, 
inſpiration illuminated aboue o- 7, Meg 
thers; whoſe lnesnotwithſtand- 22,23, 24,25, 
10g1s nothing aunfwerable to that 2%77: : me 
which they know and proteſle: it ;- regs = 
is moſt necelſarie for ſuch to vn- Pet. 2. 11, 12. 
der{tand,thattrue godlines con{iſt- qu 74 3% 
cthnotin a bare vnderſtanding & 7 bo 
outward demonſtration onel y,bur. 
chieflic itrequireth a godlie pract- 
1zcand carctull execution, both of 
our duties concerning God & our 
neighbour,as alſo in chelawfull v- 
ling of things concerning this pre- 
ſang life. 

Now to return to them which 
are placed in the firſt rank,becauſe 
they haue whetted their togues a- 
gainſt the Lord,8& (cot with open 
throat at the Almightie,& gybe at 
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FF | K&Panoas% of} communication tof Religion, 
or  -$3;1;2,3. KOs 


: : leading a ſ{winiſh and moſt beaſtly k 

y Bo 40, $1,149. - eee E-: 
: , 213,14,15. 2. 1ifz, without all hope of anie other 

\ . 
E-1 ETC. after this. I would not vouchſafe 
| Jloh.$.44. 2, to make mention ofthem, were it 
| SRTCL<L7- 508 that vnder colour 7 of manic 

16. . Ss : 

ale; herericall opinions now ranging , 
| | 22,13,18,19. inthis realme, they ſer theraſelues 
|_| ESPE forward by little & little tro main- 
| 9.3,4,5,6.and _. 
| | 16.20,21.and faineaſchoole®of atheiſme, epi- 


| 22.738, 9,10, cyriſtme, & libertiniſme: for the 
| T1. Ezech. 22. 


2.8, 9.10.11, Morecaſlecopaſsing wherof,they 


' 22,13,14, 18, incite and emboldenone another), 
' 25,26,27,28, thateue ſome of the wilelt world- 
29,30. Ifa. 1,2 P d b. oy . 

2,4.6 48,11, lings dare openlie defend them 1n 


| 
| 
; þ o ry o 
| 22,12, 21, 22: theirexecrable impicticsneuerbe- | 
and 10.1,2, 

| > Kon fore heard of: by meanes wherofk, 


1.and32.9,10 It iSTo be feared,that if god do not 
| bi _ quickly exted his mercies toward 
| 2g ho '* vs,that fati in ſhort time with this 


| _ 6 9. &7. deadly poiſo wilinfect,abrutiſh 8 
7. Amos. 6.3, : 4. ; 
Jang gs deſtroy a great part of the world; 


6. M1.2,1,2,3:&X 3-2,3.& 7,280 6,44.7.11,12.& 1 wo 
| cos 
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« ſeeing thatthe workers of iniqui- 
F tiealrcady are cometothisripenes »Pfat 26.1,2 
 _InabÞ#kindof impiety,that they are 34: Math.12. 
not only manifeſt cotemners of al _—_ 
religio & 1mmorcality; bur ſtuuie 27. 2.Per.2.17 
alſo more 8 more to ſtregthen the 1519-20: 21, 
} ſelves in their perniciouserrors by © 
\ moſtprophane arguments, forged 
of their own phantaſticall braines 
and diuecliſth humours. But fecing 
; thattheyare ſworn enemies vnto 
7 | allpictic & godlines, itwere but | 
pe . Gr o Mat.13.57, 
> Invainefor 9 meetopubliſh ynto ,, 1,14. 
- Afſuchtherrue knowledge & right &15.1. 2.pe 2 
1 vleofchriſtiareligion;becauſe in [3% lf 
- , reicctingrhefirſt, they maniteltly , 1 Ap0.22.11 
7, ſhowe, thatthelaſt nothing ar all 
;t pertaineth tothem. Neuertheles, 
d , thatboth ſuch filthy yermine may 
is bemadcinexcuſable, vnleſſerhey 
% fpeedily turn vnto the lord, & alſo 
1; toforewarn the ciuil? magiſtrate, p Ezech. 18. | 
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Commonweale is committed) of 


the great and imminent daungers 


- eP61.36.1,4. which areliketo inſuc,-if atheiſts, 


epicures and libertines be permit- 
red (thus ſcottree) ſecretheto ſcat- 
terthemſclues abroad, or (rather) 
openlicto take ſtrength; torhe end 
f2.Pct.2.20, to poylon and / deſtroy a whole 
21. 2.Cor-65. kjngdom. Þur principallie;for that 
I4,15,1 @ - : . 
theſe monſters of men do in open 


ſight ſpring vp cueric daye , and 


ſwarm2 1n cuerie place ; mult im- | 


pudentliethruſting theſelnes into 
the companies of all ſorts of peo- 
ple, to beatedown and ouerthrow 
_ (even from the fonndations) the 
doctrine of truc Religion : there-. 
Fore 1t ſhall not bee amiſſe (before 
weproccede anie farther) to paint 
them foorth 1n their colours, & to 
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fRom. 3.11, 


12 13,1415, Aiſcoucr the, yenyme which Jur- 
x6 2.pet.2.17 keth ynder their cloaked hypocti- 
;ro the ende they may be had 1n 

hor- 


13*19. Iud.1o fic 
$1*,12,13; 16. 


| horror, and deteſtation of all men, 
_ asallo (it itbee poſsible) that the: 
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Churchand VV cale-publike may 

bee preſerued from their conragi- 

ous - infetion. We eetremble and ,, , cor.s.14, 
arc amazed, when the monſtrous 15,15,17. 1a. 
impictieand abhominable ſuper- 2.1 
ſtitions of heatheniſh and idola- apoc.21.27. | 
trous Nations arerecited ynto vs : 

but whart areall thoſe 1n reſpeC& of 

them, who without all feare of 

God, or reucrence ynto his Mini- 

ſters, endeauour to pull yp by the 

rootesall kinde of pieric, religion, 

and godlines; waich kinde of mg- 

ſters will be more hard to encoun- 

ter,and (without compariſon) wil 

bring more dammageto the true 
Chriſtianitie, than cuer did Anti- 

' en -£x2.The2 2,4 
cariſt the ſonne of * perdition, if v4. 2.44 
they bee ſuffered to encreaſe bura 1ch.2.24. #-f 
verie ſhort time, ſeeing they calt a- *2' =? 1 
way all fecling of diuinitie : 8 it 20,21, 
15 
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burie thc remembrauncec of our 
Lord Ieſus Chriſt; and from this 
OUtragIous faric,d00 calily fall in- 
tothe prodigal. 3;:folutencs of E- 

i cures : fOr whole caſting vE- 


hinde them al pictiC and divine Ic” 


chem,and {0 like brure beaſts they 
we chem(clues ouer tO commir 
al kinde of villanics, without annie 
feare cicher, of the 1udgement OO 
T come, 


| 


-« ſo faroff that they are touched 
with anic Religi07» that they had | 
carher all ce11g10N Were extingul- 
hed and COMEto nought. They 


ut 
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to 
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of true Religion. - 6 
come,or hope of cternall life; and 
conſequetlie cotend by their moſt 
hainous blaſphemics , ro cxtin- 
guiſh that religio from whece we 
haue our ſaluation, aſſaulting our 
faith with venimous ſcofs, & en- 
denoring by al nieanes not only to 
ſhakethe hope of weaklings; bur 
waolly to bereaue rhe of 1t,ifthey 
could: & finally,as liberrines hauc 
ſold theſelucs ro comital kinde of 
ON , a F -—, 2,1 .Cor.6.9, 
injquity,as <whoredo,fornicatio, , G4 . 175, 
adulterie, inceſt, to ſteale, rob, de- 20,21. Ephel: 
cciue,murther,blaſpheame,and to 99s 
do al other wickednes, which co- 
meth in their heads, reieing all 
\ubieCtion & obedicnce to whol- 
ſomelawes,to ſerue & obey their 
inordinatatteQios & beaſtly appe- 
tites. Now although thatall theſe 
ſtrage & helliſh opinios arc not al- 
waiefoiid together in cuery athe- 
iſt; notwichſtading,ſo it is,that he 
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wel how iO watch 
place and per- | 


| Dont and deſtroy 
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in ſuch ſort that they ſup vp, and 
drawe in the ſame, aad hauing ſo 
done,powre itout againe, and co- 
municate it vnto others: not yn- 
liketo poyſon which firſt hauing 
gotte into one part of the body 
ſoon infefteirh the other mebers: 
And as a ſ{pa:ke of fire hauing 
caughc held on a ſmall corner of, 
the houſc, kindletn by lile and 
litile, aad in the ende columeth 
all chat isnearc it. Beſides that the 
mpuritic vſcd inſo maty places 
doth allure, and cegge them for- 
ward to be hardie intheir wicked 


| doings. Nowe the ſore of theſe 


ſtradge and hurttull ſeCtes being 
alreadie gathered to a head, it will 
quickly ap,:caredcadly and incu- 


| rable, .if remedy in due time bee 


not applicd. And truely it is a 


' ſhametull ning that we ſhould be 


ſo haſtie to quench fire, and care- 
full 
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full to arme our ſelues with pre- 
ſcruatiues againſt the plague. Yea 
cPRI101-2,3 that magiſtrates ſhould be ſo di- 
&, 50,7 8. S_- PT 
1-King.6.11, 1iget to chaſtiſe thoſe which have 
12,13-14 faide or doone any thing againſt 
Pom. 13, 1,4» >" ib ; 
che maicſtic of an Emperor, king, 
Prince or Noble-man; but when 
queſtio is of the ſupreme maicſtie 
of the Lord,troden ynder foote,of 
the excellencie,dignitic and office 
of Iclus chriſt,of the power of the 
coſpel,of chriſtian rehigion,of the 
reformation of lite,8 of the hope 
of cternal felicitie,ſcornfully cote- 
nea; it1sa great ſhame (I ſay) that 
no ma wil ope his mouth,nor few 


||| 41.Kin.9.2, tO puniſh ſuch pernicious malefac- 
| 3-4-5:6-7-3:9- tors,according to their deſerts. 

| Lieuitic.26.14. E h 7 ſHeriti han- 

66 Show: or what 4 proſperitie or hap 

15,19,29,X0. T andsand Countries, where there 


Lament.2.17.:: . EY : 
Malach.z.z,z. 1 ſo great impuaitic of ſuch het- 
| nous 


of theEthatarc placcd in authority, | 


||| 23.15, 16,17, pincſle can be looked for in thoſe 
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nous blaſphemers? Yea,whereas 
it is ſo farre off that they are cut 
downe,that ſometimes it is rather 
a ſpeciall meane to getthem credit 
and preferment with thole whica 
do delight to bathe themſelues in 
like liquor ? Therefore thoſe that 
haue the charge of the Lords peo- 
ple ought chieflic to employ their 
authoritie & power, to the bride- 
ling of al cotemners of God & his 
moſt ſacred religion: for it ſo bee 
that amogſt the heatheniſh nations 
all ſuch were grieuouſly puniſhed 
which caſt foorth blaſphemies a- 
oainſt the gods receiued amongſt 


\ the,how can chriſtian magiltrates 


eſcape the iuſt vengeance of God, 
if they ſuffer the Maicſtic of the 
Lord molt blaſphemouthe to bee 


' prophaned,reuiled,vS 1] ſpoke of ? 
ere 


and how ca they but bluſh, it they 
utter diuine religio to be poluted, 
- | and 
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& the ſoucraigne maicſty of God, 
to whomall power belongeth in | 
er Tim.4.1,2 Acauc & 1n carth,to bes {coffed & 
Ivd.18,:9.vc. laughcd at ? For the glaric of God 
2.Tim-3-1,2, hy infinite degrees 18 more pre- | 
3,4$s : 
cious and exccllent , than the ho- 
nour, authorite, and gloric of , 
men. Therefore 1t 1s moſt ne- 
ccllaticand requiſite tor to redres 
ſo pernicious an cmill, ro make the. 
ynderitand by expreſle and ſpeci- 
all ordinances ,the hainouſnes of | 
{uch crimes,and ro adde thercun- 
to grecuous threates and puniſh- 
ments according to the 1ule of | 
Gods holy word; in ſuch ſort that. 
f 2.Per.z 3,4 Al fmanitelt ieſters,gibers,ſcoffers, 
1.Cor.6.9,10. mockers,& flowtcrsof GOD ,otf 


| Gal: 5-15-29, }] godlynes,of Icfus Chriſt, of 


— holy (criptures, of holynes of 


life, of hope of the reſurreCtion, 
otthe immortalitic of the ſoulc,. 
of life cucrlaſting. Finally all con- 
en LT en | 
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temners of God, all prophane and 


oodletſe perſons,may bee bridled, 


corrected, and puniſhed , accor- 


ding totheirdeſcruings. 

The duecric then of all thoſe 
which make profeſsion of the 
heauenlie religton,is *to ſhinelike 


' brighttorches inthe middeſt of ſo 


deepe and rhicke darknefle, tothe 
cnde,tiiatifit bepoſtible, wemay 
draw them out which are pliiged 
thercin,to behold the mark wher- 
unto wee ought all totend in this 
our miſerable and dangerous pil- 
grimage. It is therefore behooue- 
full,car this iitle Treatiſe be prin- 


cipally addreſſed ro thoſe, who by 


the incſtimable grace of the Lord '- 
are cnlightened with the true 


knowledgeof Chriſtianrcligion. 
For inaſmuch as they haue taken 
a blefſed* waic,and are by the yer- 


tue and power of the holic Spirite 
G re- 


Lats 
[1 


Rom. , 9,19 f 
Galat.4.6. 


4 Math.4.16 
Phi.2.15.Col. 
3.1,2,3. 1am. | 

1.23. 


6Tohn.14.6. | | 


DD . Fonelfome 
Mil reſolucd of the truthe, enen ro 
make open profeſsion thereof, 4 
they gine more hope thanall the * \ 
ohh 55ray reſt, that they will © diſpoſe and © 
20.30-and5; orderthemſcluesaccording tothe |; ? 
2,34 5-5-9: yſe of truc godlincs,and nregririe He 
10,11. Eph-t. 'Y 
27. of conuerſation. | 
 Toſh.22.5 Now the endeand qprincipall | ? 
ogy TS oo vie ofthe Lawe, of the Prophets, * 
Dr 61.4. of our Lord Icſus Chriſt, and his | 
Apoſtles, commeth to this ; that | 
men be ioyned tro GOD : foral: 
much as in him conſifteth theyr| ® 
ſureand whole felicitic. And the} 7 
whole band of this contunCion,| 
is no where more propcrlie or 
A « aptlic founde than ine Faith, than} 


\ $24.Rom.14 40 the pure, holic and true Reli 
il | 23. Heb.11.6. pion, | ” 
| | VW hich maketh, that albeit we! 
knewe and. vidertiood all tharis © 
Il _  conteined in the holy 6 
"FRE  andhada good and ripe memo 


Il ric 


$7 


on 
p= 
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| | | 
j tie ro keepe the ſame, and not- l! 
_ * withſtanding ffhould bee alwaies 1 SY z6 * | 
| I, 22; 
| one, and ill continue in our cor- ,, _—_ bg 
-  fupt nature, withoutapproaching 39. Mat.11.20 
 otherwile ro G O D, to cleave 5 tt 
| = uc.10, 12,14 
voto him, the ſame will ſtande vs 15. Jam.2.26. 
j | 1000 ſteede, but rather make vs 
. . 
| | more culpable rowardes his Di- 
$| vine Maicſtie : and hecrein wee 
+ | ſhoulde bee no lefle woorthie of Ill 
c. | punniſhment , than that , Ser- —_ | 
 uvaunt, Which being daylic infor- 
| med of his Maſters will, leaueth 


| (norwithſtanding) the ſame vn- 


| done. 
" The which dooth manifeſtlic 


li. | ſhewe vnto vs, thar the true and 

| tight knowledg of the holy fcrip- 

| tures,confiſt nor onely ina ſimple 
contemplatiue and bare vaderſtan- 

;| ding, but in that wee 4 belecue the 41h. 14.15; 
” promiſes of GOD in Chriſt, and 2t+ Mar 3.19. 
o - praCtiſc and put 1nvre the good 
C2 and | 


NC 
tis 


$Efay.29. 13. 
Mar 15 7,8,9. 
Pſal.50.16,17 

1$,19,20. 


+1.Cor.q.10. 


7Leuit.26.1 3 
1TH. } 14,15,16G. 
| | Deut.28.1.15 


Ty 22 lere. 22 3, 
| | Matth, 23. 23, 


The Touchflone | 


& wholſome counſails which = | 
miniſtred vnto vs by the preach 
ing of the Goſpel]. ; 
This isthe cauſe why the Lord 
rebukerh ” ſo ſharplic the Tewe, * 
for that they honoured him with 
their lips,but their hearrs were fa © 
from him that they took his law * 
and ordinances in their mouthe; \ 
and notwithſtanding hated all di 
ſcipline & correction. This 1s tht 
cauſe alſo why the £ Apoſtle ſaith * 
that the kingdome of God conl: * 
ſeth not in words, bur in power 
And therefore,for what cauſe ell! * 
I pray you, doth/ God require { * 
cearneſtlic the execution of his c0 
maundements, and obedience vi! * 
to his Statutes and Ordinaunces! 
To what purpoſe doo the = Pro © 


phers ſo often inculcate,and con: * 


( 


' maund ſoexpreſlie inthe names | 


God, that men ſhould doo judge * 
meil 


- 
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ar ment,iuſtice,8 mercie ? VV here- 
ick fore dooth our Lord Iefus Chriſt 
preach ſo 1nſtantlie (by his” Apo- 

or) {tles) Repentaunce and the fruites 
= thereof, the mortification of the 
wi olde man, of the fleth, and of our 
 carthlic members; vnleſſe it bee to 


e fy of 
| thts ende, toſhewe vnto ys, that 


aw | : 
he; Whatſocuer vnderſtanding wee 
1g) haucofthe whole bodie of the Bi- 
. +; Dle,it profiteth nothing,it it benor 
ai; 10 godly fort practiſed? And eſpe- 
nf ciallie,ſecing rhar Icſus Chriſt thal 
ver. gue *iudgement according to our 
aj; workes,for that they be intallible 
- | demonſtrations of faith and of in- 
> fidelutie; and chat we muſt ſtraighr 
vg. Watesgiue accompt of all that we 
«| {hall haue donc in this bodie,good 
ro PT 1,yea cuen of cuery idle word; 
Om Wearc {ufficiatly raught, that this 
eg 1s the thing,aboutthe which, next 
Joc ater faith, wee ought principallie 


cl C 3 £2 


[ 


2 Mat. 3.2,6. 
& 7.16,17,18 
Luke. 24. 47. 
Roman 8.13, 
Colol.3.5. 


o Matth.25. 


31,32, 33, 34» 
35s Rom, I 4» 


10.2.Corin.s. | 
10. Tit,3.8. | 
| 
| 


[ 
# Mat. 12436. | 


| 


| 
| 


ad -_ md 


I _——  — — — — — ———__ _— 


9g Rom,3.10, 
L1,12,13; 14. 
Pfal-37.17,20, 
38. lob. 20. 5s, 
| 6,7 ,3,9- 


y lſay. 53.5. 
lohn.1.29 & 
3. 10. and 14. 
6.& 17.3. AQ, 
4-12. Math. 1. 
1: 21, Romn.3.23 
iy | 24;25S, 29» I, 
Wl | Cor.1.30. eph, 
a. 1-2:$,9.--1-Pct 2 
Wil 24. 1.Toh.1.7, 


Witt! 
[1 


|| Tit1.11,12, 


T he Touchſtone 


ro cmploy our ſclues. But what ? 


Man 1s 4 ſo ſenfles & bereft of vn- 
derſtanding and indgemerr, that 
he buficth his minde and applieth 
his ſtudies, rather to frivolous and 
miflingrhings of no umporcaunce, 


thanto that which is neceſlaric to | 


| 
4 


| 


( 


i 


ſaluation. Nor thar therciore we 


ſhould thinke, that a vertnous and 


godlic life and good workes ate, 
the cauſes 5f our ſaluation,(tor rhe. 


onely ” grace and mercic of God, 
apprehended by true and Juelic 
Faith in Tetus, 1s rhe ſole cauſe ) 
bur for this, 1n that we are created 


vnto good workes,to the cod that 


wee thould walke in them, as alfo 
for that the grace of God comfor- 
tableto all men hath appeared,tea- 
chiog vs;that renouncing whack 
tie, and all wicked defircs, wee 
ſhould bue in rhis preſcar world, 
{oberke ,traulic, and religionſhe; 

ang 


[ 
a 


| 


I —— CO —— 
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and that innocencie and holinefle - 


of life, isa /certaine witnetle of ſaar 7.16,17 


faith, 8 conſcqueatlic of the mer- 28.19.29, 22. 


cic of God embraced by the iamic: 


loir 13.34,35« 


brieflie,that good workes procee- - 
ding from taith in Teſus Chriſt,are | 


(as 1 were) the way prepared for 


' vs, and made plaine by GOD, 


to afſure the Faithfull, rhar they 


are ordeyncd vnto the hcauerlic. 


lite. 


This is 1t, wherefore the holie. 
Scripture doth leade ys alwaies to - 


the vie and exercife of the lincere 
ccligion: ſhewing vrto vs.that we 
can not peter and more lauda- 
blic praCtizc the ſame, then be- 
ing {o guided 17 this W orlde by 
the Spirite of ſanCtiggation 11 all 
goodand godlic * ations; that in 


;:Rom.13.14. 
1.Per;2.18,12 
Ro.2.13.1lam. 
1.22.and 2.26 
£ol.3.1,2,3,4 
5. Phil. 1.27. 
Eph 4.1,2,3s 
23,24,25.and 
$5.11, 1. Theſ- | 


the meane ſeaſon, wee might ex- fal. 2.12.Deu. | 


ercile our ſ[clucs alwaies 1n the 
meditatio of the bletied life;ro the 
C4 which 


6 6,7,8,9. 
& Pſalm. 1. 2, | 
Deut. 17.19. 


| Hebr.6. $35; ,6, 


[? 4 ST *h locuer prinr or trace of his image 


| 
{j(:W 


| - The Touchſtone 


which wee ought ynceflantlie tg 


aime, as to the princips1] marke, 


' likeymo goodand cunning arch- 
| cls, who ſhoote traighr at the 
white, not turning away / their cyc 
elther here or there For the vnder- | 
ſtanding whereot wee ought al- 


waies to ſer betorc our eyes the 
| &Gen.1.26, end-wheretore GO D did create 
| 4 pur Col ma at the beginning, which 1s for 

* 10, No otherpurpole (all things being 
| * neerelic canhdered,ad dilig yentlic 


lic do vnles wereferre all our lite, 


Rom. 6.12, therefore it we gineour lelues vn- 
Luc.$.18. Mat 

6.23.10h 2.34 depriue and gultrace him(aſmuch 
Marth, 12.45. as 10 vs licth) of his gloric, diſho- 
> Core.s.ro. OUT him by ourſinnes, and wce 
Gal. 5.19, 20, WIPE away More and more,what: 


oy 


rcma:: 


— — pI _ 


ill | weighed)than ro honour 6d glo- 
rite him. VV hich we caoot right-| 
ah! | 


and all our actions thercunto : and 


3-14-15 roapcruerſe and wicked life,we. 


' manzcorrupt in his deceiprfull de- 74 25: 224 6: 


P—— — —  ———————————— 
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remained in vs, engraucd by him 
atour firſt creation : which diuine 
image <notwithſtanding,he wold © — go 
haue reſtored and reedified in vs ;'26,25 & « 
by his Spirtte,in caſtingoft the old 13,16, 17, 18, 
lites,according to his firlt conuer- Ms Ws 
lation, and in being renued of the 4 23-24. 2-pe- 
Spirit of our thoughts, and in put- Dt ge 5 br 
ting on the newe man; which1s andig.2. 2. 
created after God, inrighteouſnes = ite 
and true holines. 

To the attaining whereof ,there 
1s no doubr, buttharcuen thoſe, 
who. are illuminated with the 
right knowledge ot the Goſpell, 
doo<find inthem(clues great dif- 4 Rom7:14, 
hcultics. For although they haue Ga —— 4d 
through the grace of God this yi- 2.Cor.12.7,8, 
tage aboue others,that they know — of 
bim by his word, & makeprofeſ- 11. Genef 6.5. | 
lion of {his pure & fincere ſeruice ; & 8.21. Jam. 
notwithſtanding, when queſtion = 4" 


15 


— 


T he Touchone 
is of the praQiiſeand cxccution of 
ſoworthica knowledge and pro- 
feſsion, and that it muſt come to 
triall, ſo manic lets and ſtops pre- 


ſentrhemlſelues, as nothing more. 


6 Gen. 31,2, For firſt 5 Satan lajieth his ſubril 8 
3.4;$-1-Pct.$- 


he bringeth nor with him,and ſer- 
| | teth a broache, ro hinderand im- 
| peachtheetieSt of ſo good a deed, 
and to caſt men backe from the 
fame. 
4 2. Cor.4 4.  <Andforthe archicuing of his 
| Galath. 5. 17, PELNICious attemprs, he victh eucn 
 19,20,21- E. Gyr ſelues and wur yorulie concu- 
RS. | ; 
piſcenceto ſeruc him, as ſould;- 


il | 41.Cor.s6.9, 


Capraine. I hen gto put them tar- 
10. Luc.16.19 


|>.Cor. 11.14. ther oft fromthe execution of che 
| [Jam. 1 10,11. wholcſome knowledge of God, 
| hee preſenterh vato them, rhe 
world, withall k:is braucries, en- 
LICeMEnts 


G6 4 4. 1.10h 
2.15,16,17. 


| 8. :Tim.4.1. Craftic ambuſh and ſnares ; yea, | 
| there isnothing ſo wicked, which 


ers, traitours vntotheir Head and 


wats an JH Fs XX _ av 


« © a mHegoet Hogrch hain MM © ways francs A —_ Y OT IT —S -Y 


1%) 


—_? 
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ticements and baites : and inthe 
ende hauing drawen them to his 
lyne, dooth dazle theyr eyes, and 
whollie enchaunt chem by the de- 
celuable ſ{reerenefle ot carrhlic 
things, | 


Trueit jcakac in themidſt of ſo 


' mame metwigs laid, & {o manic 


baites ſer for vs,thole thatare moſt 


ſurely* taſtencd in the ſaid know- \*-v&-22 3! 
32. 2.COr. 12+ 


ledge,and haue a more firme and g,g, io. 114.45 
cercaine perſwalion ſuffer not the- 15+'6- Icr-31- 


ſclues ſo ceaſche to be take by ſuch mn 
decertuable allurements, nor light- 29.and 17.24, 
lieto be caſt out of the ſaddlc, and CY ” _ 
thrown to the ground by the hard A 


and pgricuous ſtumbling blockes 2.19, 


_ of this olde Encmie. For becing 


ſtrengthened by the Heauecnlie 
power, they doo not onely not 
permit rhemtclues tro bee ſoaked 
and etteminated by the flatteries, 
allurements, fayours and deceipts, 

| which 


-_ 2 


OOO og WT OI EO Oe OO 


TheTouchſtone 


which the diuell preſenteth vnto 
them,buralſo refuſe & exile from 
them his dangerous enticements. 
And albeit the afſaultthat this cru- 
Ell and bloudie warrier cftſoones 
oricucth them, 8& the deadly: hurt 
and dammage which helaborcth 
ro doo ynto them : yct neuerthe: | 
les they paſle forward in that ſpi- 
rituall warfare,althongh it bee not 
withoutpreat difficultie & refiſt- 
ance : endeauoring themſclues, as 
the Lord by his grace wil vphold 
them, in deed to performe and ex- 
ccute that which they belceue and 
vnderſtand concerning true Chri- 
| Flfa.1.2,3,4, {tianitie: of whom thefnumber is 
6,9.and 10.22 yerje ſmall, in reſpeCtof the wor- 


Rom.9.27,28 DO ES | 
3 $4 ig. Kcrs of iniquity,in whom the god 


| [| 20. Rom.11. of this VV orlde hath blinded the 
Wil RN mindes,thatthelighrt of the glori- 
|| Luc 12.32, ous Goſpel of Iefus Chrift,might 


| be the ſauour of death ynto rhem. 


Ir 


4 - 
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Itisnot © then inough;that the 
knowledge of the will of God do 


ſo neceflaric that wee order and 11, 1.22.23. 


frameourliues thereunto; for the 
hearers of the word ſhal notbe 111- 


- ſtified, but the dooers thereof : 8: 


therefore ® the word of the Lorde 
mult ſerue vsinſteed of amyrror 
wherein we oughtto behold our 
ſclues,to the ende that we ray be 
transformed in him. Arid althogh 
the :doftrine of faith, hath the firſt 
place in Chriſtian religion,and for 
that it is neceſlarie, that thoſe that 
tend tothe true praQiiſe thereof, 8 
tothe reformation of their lines, 
begin nece{larily at the ende, (for 
in vainc ſhoulda man indeauorto 
order and frame wel his life,if firſt 
he had not faith, whichis theroor, 
and which depenceth of rhe only 

grace 


2Mat.7.22,23 
Luc. 13.26,27 
: 28, Mat. 12 33 
runne 1n our heads,& that we can. 34,35.and 13. 


brauelictalke thereof ; but it1s al- 19-29, 2!+22e 


_ - 


oman.2.l3. 


h 2.Cor.3.18 
lame1.25. 


5s Rom.10.17 
& 14.23-Heb. 
11.6.10h.3.16 


and $:24, 


- —_ wt 
my U She = 


The Tenchftont? 


orace and mercie of GOD.) yd. 

1s it ſo notwithſtanding, that fol. 

lowing the Prophetes and Apo- 

ſtles manner of proceeding in (un- 

dric places, to take awaye the vi- 

zard withthe which ſo maniediſ. 

ouiſe themſiclues, I will ſhewe,! 

 4Tit. 3.7,8. that Eholines of life,is inſeperably'. 

Jam.1.23.and joyned with witification ; and, 
2.17,. 20,26: .-4 * | 

& 3.12,15,16 that men vaunt of the heauenlic 

17,18.& 4.16 knowledge to no purpole , but 

-' ep pignng to theyr owne condemnation, if 

Roman. 8.13. they practiſe it not, and applyc 

Luc.10.13-A- jt to his proper ende : yea, that 

pXeet-?7* chey are worſe than Infidelles, 

without the true exerciſe, and 

carctull praQize of true Religt- | 

on : For, to him that kroweoth. 

how to doo well, and doth it not, 

to him it1s {inne; and he that kno- 

weth his Maſters will, and dooth 

the contrarie, ſhall be beaten with 


manie ſtripes. 
| Now 


_ , - 4 
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Now,the Law of God is acer- 
tainerule of the loue, obedience, 
and perfect righteouſnes, which 
we owevnto his Maieſtie, and to 


ourneighbours ; and that with c6- 


_ TR” - [ Leu.26. & 
dition of /crernall life, if we tulfil | an 


| the ſame perfeClic : or cternall 2,28. Ezcch. 
| death, if weeomitone onclie iot 22.12, 


5 . ; 4-8 Ga! . 3. 21, 
thereof. Moreouer,it is impoſ- ,. 7 re: 


fible for vs to doo it, becauſe of 3.9.and 10.4- 


the infirmitic of our fleſh. So farre 29955: 


then it is off that we may be in- 
ſtifed thereby, thatit (1s it which 
requiring with all rigor, thething 
that is not in ys, and that wee can 
not ante way pay)diſcouereth our 
maladie,8 finally condemaeth vs, 


- & ſetterhthegult of hel wide ope 


lo ſwallow vs vp without Chrilt. 
If therefore we will ſhewe by 


| lomegoodetfect, that the exatt 


doQrine,which the Law compre- 
hendeth, is notynptofitable to ys: 
it 


' Rom.3.4,5,6, 


_ ww 


ll _ The rouchſtone 'J 


itis conueriient, firſt of all ro prac. 

tiſe it in this manner, to wir, that 

we carneſtlie and vnfainedlie ac- 

knowledge the naturall weakne: 

- Pfal. $1.5. Which 1s1n ”vs,and how farre out 

lob 4. 18, 19. corrupt nature is remooued from 

ell £24 45 that perfeQion which the law re- 

and7:5,6,7,8, Quircth : brieflie, that wee feele in 

9-10,t1-12- gur (clues the grieuous curle and 

condemnation which is duc vnto 

o Deut.24.26 ys becauſe wee cannot atrainets| | 

EIN the full and whole obſcruation 

thereof, and in how daugerous8! | 

miſerable eſtate we doo remain j 

without Chriſt. Finding thertort | 

our ſelues by thetuſt indgement! 

of god guilty ofcuerlaſting ruine, { 

as miſerable caytiucs, deſtitute! x 

all goodnes, and repleniſhed fron » 

pRom.s 7.z, tOP tO toe,with rebellion, diſobe; q 

loh.64.6. Pla. dience, and all kinde of iniquitic! 
pt” ſhal we ? lift ypour hornes,or ſhi 

Heb.11.29, Weprcſume any thing of our ow! 

wor 
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worthineſle ? Nay rather, feeling 
our {clues whollie and in euerie 


ointendebred and inarrerages to 
the dinine 1uſtice,and not any way 


| able of our ſelues to ſattsfie tor the 


{ame, vwce can not but niſlike of 
our manitolde imperteCtions, & 
acknowledge our ſelues guilte of 
eteroall wrath. 


This is the< manner how wee 59-32-31. 
loſh.7.6,7. I. 


| cught firſt of all to praftiſe the 5am. 10. 18, 


lawe ot the Lord; that is to ſay,in 19.2.Cron.33 


: : 12,13. Plal 6. 
humbling our ſelucs to the ytter- ix 


moſt, indebaſing & caſting otour x,2 and 51.1, 


| ſelues downe,eucn to the botrome 2:34, 5-14a.r. 
! of the earth, with an ynfained ac- 
| knowledging of our miſcric, and 14. and 9.16. 
| with atrue feeling of the inferaall 
| gulph, intothe which ourfinnes 5. & 3.10,11 
| dotnrow vs headlong :tothe end —=12213.14. 
| that we may freclie eſcape codem- 

- bation before God,ſeeing that we 


6. Luc.17.10, 
Rom. 7.12,13 


and 11.6. Gal. 
2.16,17,18,19 


haue not wherwith to fatisfie the 


D cal 


The TourhFone | 
leaſt part of his inflice . VWhete-|_ 
vpon, it is notto bee doubted, that 
thoſe which pretend to be tuſtifi- | 
ed by thcir owne workes, do no- | 
thing els but ſeeke ſaluatio in that, | 
that condemneth them moſt; vt- 
terly aboliſhing the al-ſufficien! | 
mecritesof Teſts Chriſt. [+ 

& Habac. 2 4 Now, this ſo arrogant and! | 
Roman. 1.17. yerwceening preſumption, procee- 
Hebr. 19: 35. 4th from nought els but fromthe ; 
Epheſ. 2.8, 9. * ©” : 
Phil.3.8. 1fay. 1gnorance of them(ſclues, & from, | 
m_ a the natural corruption which is it 
20. Apoc.1.5, them: forif they would tric & ex; | 
6. 1.10h.1.7,3 amine themſclues neerly, I dout | 
_—— not, but it will be with them as il 
46. 2.Cron 6. is with the peacocke,which laiett | 
36. Pro. 20.9. Joyyne ber beautifull feathers, be: | 
holding her ill fanoured feete : © 
uen ſo, theſcarrogant iuſticiaric 1 
willlet fall their loftie lookes, ant « 
{trixe rheirtop gallar, whe as the) | 
ſhal behold the deprauatio of thet « 
COſ: 


- -< 
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| corrupt nature, by the law of god, 
hat which is rhe perfect rule of righ- 
1fh- teouſmes. And it they would enter 
no jnto *rhemſelnes, and neerlie con- 
nat, fider what the Sctipture pronoun- 


vt ceth of eucrie man, trowir, that his 
en! iniquity is great vpon the carth, 8 


e Gen. 6.3, & 
8.21, Rom, 3. 
10, 11,19,20. 
Eph.4. 23,24. 
Pial.51.5 Iob. 
9.20,21.6 15 


' thatal the imaginations &X thoghts 14,15, 16. & 


d 0+ of his heart are euill continuallie, 


ec and thatthe conceipts of his mind 


the are pernicious cuen fro his youth, 
on, they would norbee ſo puſt vpand 
1s u ſwolne as they arc: but woula hil- 
ex! blethefelues by a lively acknow- 
Wd edging of the deadlic and conta- 
as if gious Leprofie , wherwith they 
tet} were ſtained from ther firſt oft= 
, be: ſpring. | 

: © But for that we arc by 4nature 
ric wondertull blockiſh,dull,yea, and 
and of our ſelues without all renerent 
the) teare of the Lord , it is moſt nc- 
hel cefſarie, that wee haue our re- 
CO! D 2 courſe 


4.13,19; 


d Pal 14:1,% 
3. & 5$3.1,2,5 
1. Cor. 1,215 

& 2.14s 


ASL. 
> 4% -"-= 7 x 


The Touchſtone 


courſe to God cucrie minute : to 
the ende, that hee ſuffer vs not to 
ſlcepe and wallowe in our finnes, 
41ob. 14. 17, butthat he wouldeawake & ſtrike 
WW 23. Plal.25.5. vs withaliuely feeling of our in- 
7,16,17. &X 32 


| ”* numerable offences & iniquities, 
|| 1,2,5. and 69. 


— —— 


ft Rome2.14,15 1. Te] 
Wn 5:19. 20; doth not this for vs, and wound ys 


} 21. and4. 15. as Withaſpeare, cuento the verie. 


Ly 


|| 22, Ia1N.2.10» ' - 
and pull downe our vobridled c6: 


flarccring and perſwading of out 

ſclues to be that indeede and ſub: 

ſtance, which wee are ſcarſclie in 

outward ſhadowe and ſuperficial 
demonſtration. 
Therefore to prattiſe well the 

1. .- Lawe,tnere is nothing better than 
f T.euntic. 26. : | 
Deur 27. 16.1 TO lay before our cies thar/perfcc- 
|| 1,2,3-4, 5-6. tion and integritie which the Al 
| ©99-3-%-"" mightic requireth of ys,and _ 
aſt 


$and79.3. & tat wee may hauea miſliking of | 
119.57,7%-- qur fioful nature. Trulic if the law! 


| 


|} Gal-3. 19. 21> heart, whollic ro bring tonought] 


cupiſcence, wee ſhall neuer leaue| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


( 


ey pays bus = 


— 
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farre off we are from the ſame. 
There is allo nothing more 
proper & fit for this purpoſe, than 
to bee often (as it were)g ſummo- # lay. 5. 13. 
ned before the iudgement ſeate Deur.28. 
of God, aud to make our appea- 
rance there, ro bee condemned in 
our ſelues & to haue a ſerious fee- 
ling,how right and exact a iudge- 


| ment that is, and that nothing can 


be alJowed,which 1s not ſound & 

perfect : and that a whole worlde ; 1,b.1s. 14, 

full of filch and dregs which are in 16. and 14.4- 

vs,hindreth and letteth vs, that we * Ng: 546 
; 2. Cron. 6.36, 

cannot ſubſilt the rwinckling of pal.14.3.and 


ancye and not be vtterlie confoil- 51-35,9-Proe 


' dedeuen with the leaſt flath of his *2%5100t: 


8,10, 
iuſt VENEEANCE. 5 Pfal. 130. 3. 


Secing then that there is no- P-vi©-24-16, 
> ler 31.30.Eze. | 


| thing in vs,burta whole #deluge of 1s. 20. Rem. 
| Inqquitie,& that rofid about ys we 3 9, 10,1123. 


' & 6.23. Deur, 
behold naught els but a? hell,for 27.26, Gal.3, 


the wwſt puniſhment of ourſinnes, © 1o,, 


D 3 where- 


& 11a. 53-24; 
5,6. Dan.9.26 
27. Ioh.1.29, 
36, and 14 6. 
and 17.3. A. 
4.12. 1-Cor.! 
30.2.Cor.5.21 
1.Pct.2.21,22 
23. Heb.9.14. 

{ Habac,2.5-. 
Rom. 1.16,17 
Sc 3-24;25;.56 


1.128.Eph.2.7, 
$,9. Rom.10. 
F* Gal.3.24. 


$.1,2. I. Cor. 


T he Touchſtone 


wherewith weearenaturallie co- 


uered, and which we hauc heaped 
one vpon another by our dilorde- 
red life; what remaineth there in 
{ucha miſcrable caſe to keepe vs. 
from deſperati5n, next at hande, 
than that we flic trom our ſelues,} 
& betake vs to Icſus Chriſt alone, 
the onely 4 ſoucreigne and ſole! 


remedic againſt all our otfences,! 


lianes & 191quiries: tofind 10 hum 
by faith in his inuiolable prom 
ſes,that which we cannot find ci: 
where 3 in the world. 
And foraſmuch as he 1s then ' 
and accompliſhment of rhe law,8. « 
that he is giue ynto vs of Godthe | 
Father, for righteouſncs, ſanctif; « 
cation,wiſedome and redemprio! © 
thether by the law(as by a ſchoor 
maſter) we are guided 3 lead, not 
onely to be comforted, buralſof 
vallic healed of all our 1nfirmitic 
Cop ie ot F 


E: 


, 00: 
{ol 
Ute 
alle 


\ the which without the ſame wee « 
| ſhould fall : we apprehend ſtraight 49.15.16: ler. 
; waies in him whatſocuer is neceſ- 353 3t 


| were wicked, rebcilious,diſobedi- 


freely reputed obedient 8& righte- 
6. ous before God : in ſuch ſort, that 
0: the obedience & rightcouſnes of 
; Telus Chriſt(yhich is apropriated 


rm eom—_ 
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and diſcaſes. And therefore, when 
as being liuclie touched with the 
feeling of our wretchedries, wee 


| embrace by faith, andapplic vnto 


our ſelues the oncly remedie thar 
is propoſed & proffered in Ieſus -Rom.7.15 


Chriſt,againſt » def ON: into 15, 17» 24:25» 
,aganſt ,» deſperation; into \* Men” 
11.29. Iſa. 


16, 
Rp ; 16, 
{arie for our ſaluation:for then by 

zRom.10.17 


the» power of faith, which is giue Cc. no. 
vs from God, & by tne preaching 4. 3,7, 8,14- 


of the Goſpel, whereas before we Eph 2-13, 14: 
Rom.$.1,2.& 
S$. 1525 Gala.2. | 
ent, yniult of our ſ{clues, weare 16,17, 20, 21- | 
Ioh.15, 27,283, 
29. Heb.7-25» 
26. 


and imputed ynto vs by faith) is 


more than ſufficient, to acquit ab- 


ſoluc, % make ys iuſt before God. 
D 4 Be- 


T he rouchſtone 


' 


Behold how the -holic Spirite | 
dircCting vs vnto the Goſpel, asto 


ge, by, 


oloh.14 26. 
Rom. $.14,16 


Gal 4.6. Eph. 4 ſyre andan infallible refv 
faith 1n Teſus Chriſt, dooth com- 
2 27. fort, caſe and relieue vs of all our 


il 1.17, 18, 19. 
& 4.30-1.1oh. 


cuils; and 10 rhe ende deckerh TH 
pToh.1.16.l- and  cloacheth ys with all his hea} 
fa. 44. 2, 3, 4- Ucnle graces: that we may bee ac-/ 


Joel. 2. 28. 1. 
Cor.3.16. A- 


| if POc. Te13,il 4, | 
15. dren,thereby to make vs partakers| 


in Ieſus Chriſt of lite cuerlaſtins: 

416.1.11,12 and it we feeje not the fame with: 
13.and 66.2, jn our {clues, what frute ſhall wee! 
receive by tiic preaching of the; 


ceptable to G OD , and accoun-' 
red of the number of his Chil 


3,4,5-and 59. 
2;3;lere:s 27, 
22,23. Amos. Goſpell? what w:ll it profite vsto 


5.21. Micah.3 þ ue Our 7carc 
or to make open profct51on there) 


SE $ beaten therewith? 

-Pfal. 51.1,2 of beforcallche world, if we haue; 
not firſt gotren thigvoinr, that is 
Way. 1.16,17, to ber touched to the quicke with! 
the fecling of our ſ{innes, which 
dcrin ysatrue miſliking 


LEDELL Luc. I $. 
1S.3F9; 20,231. 


18,19. Ezech, 
23, 20,21,22 


. hay Ebge 


Ns: 


4 


| 


( 
| 
, 
( 
! 
| | 
( 
f 
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Y 


ers fullic perſwaded by the holy Spi- 
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" w— Sy 


of true Religion. 21 


of our ſclues, for hauing ſo innu- 
merable waies diſpleaſed the Ma- 
ieſtic of the crternall God : & next 
| to embrace bya trueand liuelie 
| faith the free remiſsion of our 
| finnes inthe molt precious bloud 
of the Lambe. {Mar.7.16,17 
TopraQtifſe then wel/the thing 18: Euc-6 43, 
44.Rom.2.13 
| abouc mentioned, and co hauethe 7,1. 22,25. 


| right vic c thereof. after thar we are & 2.17.19 26 
| Rom. 12. 1,2. 


Col.3.1,2,3,4 
rite wing in vs, thoroughthe 5. Rom.13-11 


| preaching of the Goſpell, that 22213-14- 
our ſaluarton dependerh of the on- 
ly mercic of GOD, and rhatthe 
' whole ſumme of all manner righ- 
| reoulnes 15 treelic offered ynto vs 
.| inTc{us Chriſt:ir is expedient thar 
| by taith, weſhould ay hold there- 
s| on:andthen to ſhewethetrue ct- 
tets of the ſame, that we cotorme 
| our {elues to the obedience duc 
| ynto God, andalwaics haue his 
will 


The TouchRone 


will for a rule, tothe ende, tha 
thereby we may render vnto him 

ſuch reaſonable ſeruice as hee de: 
maundcth of vs. 
";Rem.6. 1,2 Now,to:diſpoſc onr ſelucs fitly 
3-4 and8.1,2 and conucniently to ſo commen- 
o n= Y _ ” dablea praCtiſe of Chriſtian reli- | 
Phil.1.27. 1. gion,we mult doo violence to our 
des: draw-back and vntoward nature, 
' ro conſtraine the ſame, and make 
ir{ubicctro thc lone of God : tor 
we ate {o icalous, fo caried away, 
& {woratothe louc ot our (clues, 

that wee can not loue anie thing 

which is notto our fancics, and 

which liketh vs not io everic Ic 
i ſpect. For astouching God, foral-: 
IR; & Pal. $. 1.6 | 
MW 19.2. Rom, MUCN ©as We ate connitted With-! 
W| 2-2-. 10b.28. jn our (clucs,of his greatnes,pow- 
| ra  cr,iuſtice, and of the perfeAnesof 
40.and 41, his will, beingaltogethcr.contraric 
8.21. to OUrS; Which 1s both * vicious & 
02415 peruetrſe,it is ſo farre off that wee 
call 

| 
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can loue himof our? owne moti- 
tion & inclination, that we rather 
fleez from him as a ſeuere and ri- 
gorous Iudge, and hate himas an 
enemie,againſt whom we wholly 
ſcrand bend our ſelues. 
Thercfore wee mult (by the 
power and vcrcue of rhe holy Spi- 
rite) remooue the loue of our 
ſelues, - ouercome & tamethe af- 
tections of the fleſh, wiiich are en- 
mitie agai:iſt God; and that wee 
may (by che lame * Sprite) 5 CON- 
ceave a louc of him, it is necdfull 
for vs to conſider han be 1s Chari- 
tie it ſelte, & char ail things which 
are in kilns are to bee Joned, that 
hee hath ſhewed ynto vs, his cha- 
ritie, louce, and mercie, infinite 
WayCs: as 10 OUT © creation, con- 
ſcruation, and alſo in all rhinges 
which hee hath made for our 
lakes,and eſpeciallic,in that hee ſo 
entire- 


yRom.g,16. 
Phil.2.13. 


2, Rom. 3.9, 
I0O,19s 


a Rom.3.5,6 


þ r.1loh 4.6. 


e Gen. 1,26, 
Eph.4.24-. col. 
3,10. 


| &x:Cor.1.30 
l | Rowan 425,06: 
Roman.8,32. 
| Toks: 16. 1. 
loh 4.9. 


Il | e Pſal.$, $,4,6 
bl 5,8. and 144- 
3-lob.7.17,18 


$.1fa. 53-5. 
Pet. 2.24. Ap: 


IM x. Peter. 1.19. 
1 x,loh.1 e7,3,9. 
ft Col.1.13. 


Ml! | FPhil. 2. 6.7, vs,notto louc him, who hath plz| 


1.6. Heb 9.14 made*all things for vs,8 who by 


The Touchſtone 


entirelie loued ys,that he gaue his 
onelic« begotten ſonne: tothe end 
that whoſocuer belecueth in him 
ſhould not periſh, but hauelife e., 


ucrlalting , for albeir thatin al 0- 
therthings, hee hath ſhewed vnto/ 
VS rb reſtimonies of the 


fatherlie aftetion which hee bex-! 
reth vnto vs: notwithſtanding the: 
chicflie did hee vntolde the inci. 
mableriches & incomprehenſible 
treaſures of his lone, when as fot| 
our ſakes,and for our (aluation,he 


ſpared not his owne onely Sonne, 
who was ſo deere & precious vn- 
ro him. 

Wieere itnot then great end! 
nefſeand villainous ingratitude in| 


ced ys in the worlde, who hath| 


the precious bloud of his fſonns, 


hath redeemed and delivered v; 
from| 


| 


ts | 
nd 
m 
&| 
0- 


Ito | 


het 
oo 
he 
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fot| 
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from the miſerable ſcruitude of 
ſinne, of ſatan, of death and euer- 
laſting ſhame and contuſion; to a- 
dopt vs vnto himſelfc, 8 to ranſ- 
late vs into the Kingdome of his 
deare Sonne. In ſtcade therefore 
that all our thoughts,conceipts, 1- 
maginations,diſcourſes,prattiſes, 
deuiſes, enterpriſes, and aCtions, 
tend naturallic tothe peruerſe and 
fooliſh loue of our (clues, and fol- 
low nothing but that which ſec- 
meth to ys pleaſant, good and pro- 


| fable ; letys force our (clues ac- 


cording to the meaſure of the gifts 


| of the holy Spirite,to tourne and 
| changethem toa cleane contraric 
| thing : thatis,to the + louc & obe- 
| dieaceof our creator. And if ſo be 
| thatwe frame notour ſelues here- 
| vnto, we muſt notthinke that any 


thing procecding from vs can ci- 
therpleaſe or content him; conſi- 


dering 


r.Cor.2 14 
1.1oh.2.15,:6 
LF. 


hk 2.Theſſa.1 ; 
11,12.2.Tim, 
2.22. Coll.3. 
17. 1.Cor.10, 

31,3 T2 


e£ Deuter. 6.5. 
Mat.22-37,38 
Luc.10.27» 


y | 
"with ' 


; &Tohn. 4. 24. 


30-1,4, & 33. 
1,2,3. $9.1,2. 
and 118.6,7,8 
9, loh.14 15, 

21. 


| 4 Pſal. 18.1. and 


The TouchKone 


dering that all the offices and due: 


tics weareableatany time to pet- | 
forme, will alwaics be vnaſauorie, | 


and abhominable_ before him, if 


they flow not from this fountaine, | 
\that 1s to ſaye, from the fingular | 


loue & obedient affeftion which 
wee ought to beare ynto his ſu- 
preame Maieſtie. 

Now,we cannot loue God,ex: 


| 
| 
by 
[+ 
| \ 


t 
{ 


ceptiwee ſubmirour felues to his | 


obedience, 8& put our wholetrul | 
in himeuen inthe midſt of all our 
miſcries: and we can neither obcy | 
him, nor ſettle our confidence in 
his mercies, but we mult needs be 
touched by and by with a filiall| 
feare ro offend his Maieſtie, and 
ſtand in awe of his wrath 8 hugh 
mdgements. 

It cherefore we be once brought 
& faſhionedto this pratiſe of the 
louc of God,and of the things (a 
| boue| 


] 


| b 
at 
A 


el 


 (e 


by 
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boue mentioned) which accom- 
panic the ſame, & which proceed 
fromrhence, it will yndoubtcdlie 
iollow,that we will employec our - 


ſclues with oreat cheertulnes and 


; - . [Leuit.19.12 
obedience to the ductics which + a—- 


1 | we /awe vnto our neighbors. SO Mark. 12, 31, 


. 


| thatwe ſhal abſtaine nor only fro Rom-13 9. 


| doing the anie injuric or damage, 


< 


x | andhelp them in their necelvities. 
{ | And indeed,ſecing that God hath 193+: lol 
| eltabliſhed ſo ſtraight a ſocicric a- He OE 


1k 


2 Prou.z 23, 
but alſo ſhall loue them, fuccour © 2 


$:43,44- Leu 


| & 1.2et.4 $. 


mongſt mankind, & hath appoin- 
 tedthatit be kept and maintained 
by the bands of charitic: what can 
-auaile vs to babble & comune »1-19h-2-19, 
11- Roma:ly. 

togerher,to vtcer & {ay by heartan 2 10. 1.Tim. 
infinite number of places 1n Praiſe 1.5. 1.Cor.13- 
thereof, taken our of the ſacred 12-3:45-037 


' E . l h. 15.12. t. 
books,if we do not practiſe 8 put jg. 3; 11,124 


rc the ſame 1n yre? Letvsnotthere- 14.15.18 
(a- foreloue in word, neither in cung 


UE | onely 4 


-— wh 
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onelic, but in deede and intruth: 


& let vs allure our ſelues, that we 
can not betrer ſhow forth the touc 
which we bearetowards GOD, 
than intherrue and vnfained lou: 
of ourncighbour : for he thar lo: 


q 
$ 
| 


; 
b 
k 


ueth. his brother abideth in the 
lighr,and there is none occaſ1on of 
euill in him: but he that hateth his 


brother,is in darknes,and walketi] 


in darknes, & knoweth not whe: 
ther he gocth, becauſc that darke- 
nes hath blinded his etes: therforc 
hethatloueth not his brother abt 
deth in death; yea,whoſocuer hv 
reth his brother is a man-{layer. | 
then ante man ſay,T loue God, 8 
hate his brother, heeis a liar : fo 
how ci he that loucth not his bro- 
ther, whom hee hath ſeene, lout 


God whom he hath not ſeene: fol]. 


loue commeth of God, and cucri 


al 
{c 
d 


U 
[o 


one that loucth is borne of God 


and 


© _ 
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| and knoweth GOD : and hee that 


| loueth not, knoweth not God, 


for God is loue. 

Sccing then ,that God hath en- , Gee. 1.26. 
grauen his image in our neigh- 
bours , wee ought ducly to ac- 
knowledge the ſame; and ſceing 
alſo that he repreſenterh himlſelte 
loliuche inthem, and indeed or- ,*; {14 
daineth and conſtituteth them as 4. 9. 1.1ch.4. 
in his place, to be witneſles of the ** 1992-13-34 


, | "35, 100, 6.1: 
loue which wee bcare vnto his ya.5.4:,44 


1.Joh 4:7,3,9, 
10.15. iTalm. 
133.1,2, 2. 

Ephei.1.17.6 


$.8:Col.$.+. 


{ Maieſtic; and eſpcciallic thoſe, in 45- 3nd 22.39 


OM.13.9 


whome his image is reſtored, by **' Ga!.5.14. 


| the ſpirite of regeneration , and J1am.z.8.Len, 


lantification : our duetic is in 19.18, 


them to ſhew, and declare that we 
lboue him, together that the true, 
and certaine ſeale of Chriſtian re- 
ligion , and the ſure teſtimoniall 
lat weare the diſciples of Chriſt, 
sthe murual charity, & brotherly 
loue, which we hauc one towards 
E another. 


13;14-1.TheG 


$1,Cor.13.1, 
2,34, 5,0,7,0 
Proucr 10.12. 
1.Pet 4.8, 


—— —_ 
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another. A'new commandement, 
{aith our faniour to his diſciples, 
I giue ynto you, that yee louc one 
another: as I haue loued you, that 
yeelouc allo one another: by this 
thall al! men knowe, that yee arc 
wy Diſciples , if yee hane louc 
oC o another : for all other 
vertues, knowledge , and quali- 
ties how great, and glorious loc: 
ucr they be eſteemed among m6, 
notwithſtandiog they are al filchy 


abormnation 11 the preſence of 


che moſt higheſt withour the 
former : whereunto accordeti 
that of the Apoſtle : though! 
{pcake; with the tongues of men, 
and Anrcis, and have not Jour, 
I am as {oanding braflc, or 1 
tinkling Cymball ; and though 
had the gift of Propheſic , and 
knewe all ſecrets, and all know 
ledge, yea, if 1 hadall faithe, 


ta) 


- 
a nm — 
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that I coulde remooue Monn- 
mines, and had not lone, I were 
nothing . And though I teede 
the poore with all my goods, 
and though I gine my budie,that 
[ bee burned, and have nor loue, 
it profiteth mce nothing : loue 
ufereth long , it is bountiful, 
louc enuicth not, loue dooth not 
boaſt ir ſelfe : it is not putted vps 
it d1{datneth not 5 1t ſecketh not 
her owne things; It 1s not pro- 
uoked to anger 3 it rhinkerh not 
enll; it reioyceth not 1n 1n1qui- 
le, butrcetoyeeth in the trueth; 1x 
luftercth all things , it belecucth 
althings : ic hoperh all chings, it 
endurerh alrhings: Joue dooth ne- 
wr tal away,though that Prophe- 
lying be aboliſhed , or the tongues 
cale,or knowledge vaniſh away: 
tence it1s that he calleth it in ano- 
ter place,the bond of perfeQtnes: | 
4 Bur 


ad -_ ww _., 


F 
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c Pro.27.20 


Il!!! 11. Tere. 6.13. 
"Wk and8.10.5ph. 
lit 5-3-5. Colo.3. 
1  5.1,Tim.6.6, bonda 
Bill 7,9,9,10. Pro, 
Wil 25.27.and 20. 
Vit 2a1.and.2$.20. 


4 Pſalm.37.9, 
10,11,17. and 
40.16, 17,18. 


Wilt 21.16,17,1d» 
Wn and 24.19,20- 
Wl and 27.13,14, 
15,16. 1.Cor. 
6.9,1c, Gal. s 
19,20. Eph.s 
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me 


But becauſe,that ſome of thoſe 
which make open profeſsion of| 
Li the Goſpel,do ſeem 1n theſe daies, 
I} 1fa.3.12.& 56 to be the cHlaues of their commo. 
dities beyond all meaſure, & chri- 
ſtian modeſtic,and meruclouſlyin 
getothemſelues,andro their! k 
couctons and inſatiable deſires] f 
being content with the bare title 
_ ofa Chriſtian, without ſhewing 

forth any other way the true ct: 
tefs thereof : I will not proccede 
any farther, bctorc I have hence [2 
forward given them to vnder: 
ſtand, that they are wholly dece! 
ued,ro think that they are in God 
fauour, and proteCtion, and (as M 
lob.1.13.and yere)his darlings , vnder celout| 
of the outward profeſsion, an V! 
external exerciſe of the Goſpell | !! 

I fay therefore, that,that wher ® 
' ofthey make ſuch adgallant ſhey, 
3:5,6. 1.Tim. and ſet foorth ſo brauclic, and © 


k 


[1] 


[ 


woul 


in 


MW, 


pocriticall oſtentation would bee 
accounted more pure, and relig1- 
ous than others, ſhall one day coſt 
them tull dere; yea they ſhall ſuf- 
ter for the ſame double puniſhe 
ment. For the great deluge of wic- 
kednes, which in theſe laſt, and 
molt dangerous dayes, oucrflow- 
«th the greateſt part of thoſe who 
would bce placed in the formoſt 
ranke of Chriſtians, as auarice 1n- 
latiable which wholy pofleſſerh 
their hearts, deceites, guiles, ſub- 
lties,vſuric, ſtrange, wondertull, 
monitrous, & betore neuer heard 
of, falſhoods,treachertes,cruclties, 
violence, 1niuries, martall hatred, 


rreconciliable enuies, opprobri- 


cr us backbiting, and blaſphemous 


ſaunders, which raigne in many, 


nd the greatdiſhonor of God, the 


ul 


E 3 haynous 
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| would oneiy ſeeme to have itin 
 thembefore men, and with an hi- 


PE IIS Ry och ret en woe EE. 1 . 
« 
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hayrous offence of his Church, 


and irrecoucrable hurt of their 
bretheren : all which filth and yn- 
cleannes, dooth it nor moſt imani- 
feltly ſhew, taat all equitic loue, 
mercie,trueth,and chriſtian chari- 
tie is viterlic oppreticd,and rroden 
down 1a them, by the {acriligious 
cotempt of the almightie Maicttic 
Mat. 7.15, of God,vnder colour, 2 pretence 
an of the outward,and hypocritical 
" 3 b » . . X . p 
6. lam 1.22, WOtſhipping, wherwith notwith- 
4 : . * . . p 
#3,24.25.and ſtandivg they thinke to diſpuile, 
Ze 17,19, 20- x - hh ** 
> Fer 2.29,21 And Court themſcluzs, that thei 
22.Pr0.26.11. WICKCdNCS may not be percciued 
of otaers. 
*thi Ys 
FlG.r.11,12, But this maſque , and falle vt: 
13,14,15.and Zard ial turnetotheir own thame 
66-3,4.*rem. 1nd contulion inthe end: for/ itis 
6 2-.Prou 15, 1; ; 
$. 9. and 21, NOTING ito have full voderſtan 
17.16.29.13. ding of rcligion,and of the ſcruice 
Matth.15 7. $, fe; d [; 
1oh.13.34.25, 23 G09, or diligentheto frequent 
a6 » 35 Is . | 
the preaching of the VVorde ot 


| 


life, 


raiers,and finallieto be partakers 
of the viſible, and externall ſignes 


| of the Sacraments, vales the (ub- 


ſtance , and trueth of all theſe 
things be [traight wates prattized: 
that 1s to ſay, vnles they walke in 
the louc, feare and obedience of 
the Lord , vales they bee linked, 
and vnited together by mutuall 


humanitic , which may kcepe 


them within the compatie of 
modeſtic , and bearte downe 
their pride, cruclties and baugh- 
tines, to the ende, that they de- 
uoure not eache other like tauage 
beaſts. 

Let vs therefore loue our 
neighbours in the feare of GOD, 
menas CHRIS T hath to- 


ued vs, and let ve cxtende the 


bowels of mercie to ayde, ſuc- 


Cour , and afsiſt them with 


E4 ous 
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| life, to ſing Plalmes , to make 


CC _— 


— oo w# . 
* - ur ©-* 


ill\ jt 9-41-Matt;25, yaunts, that we loue Gad whome 
"| (Rm 35,36. Luc.6., 
Il $2,36,38.R0 weſcenot?. "_ 
1111 HF 22. 9, 1,13. And hercio it is neceſſaryFthat 
|} Fn ACt.11.29. & 

Till 122.25, 1.Cor. 
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ourgoods, counſcell, fauour, and' 


hath put into our hands, to make | 
them fcele in deede that coniunc- 


tion, by the which hee hath con- 
g1fa,52.6,7, ioyned vs vntothem: for it we arc 


8,9,10,Ezcch. not touched with our brothers 
2 2.7. Prouc.s. 
16, Maith. $5.7. 
$& 10.42.Mar. We {ee; how can wee make out 


by the working of the Spirite of 
Iſh 26.1. 2.Cor.s ſanCification , wee ſhould fight 
Ii 3% 22-14-21: yaliantlie , and couragiouſlic a 
.3,lohn.3, 11; , : 
WE 22: and 4.02, gainit» our (clues, as againſt the 
| 20,21. Chieteſt, and moſt dangerousE 
Matth.6.2, Remics of our ſaluation : becauſc 
wil 3,4,19,20.luc. that wee arc fo tranſported, and 
| "lege ledaſtray by our carnall, and vn- 


hit 28. Iam.2,3,4 brideled aft&ions 5 and by and 
MN | $26,13,17 19, by (o {\worne to the fooliſh and 


need, miſery, and aduerſity whom | 


3% deceaucable louc of our _ 
and! 


a 
brictclie by all mcanes, that God | y 


0 
li 
tl 


It 
nd 


1- 
nd 
nd 
a; 


| ame race of mankinde with 
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and of our own commodities that 


| wee haue careof nothing, but of 
e | our ſclues, and paſle along bold- 
«| lie by the neceſsities, and afflic- 


tions of our bretheren, as though 
they nothing rouched ys , and as 
though we were not of the ſelfe 


them. And herein verelic wee 
come by many degrees behinde 
the Turkes, Iewes, Papiſts , and 
Infidels , who at that great, and 
terrible day of the Lorde, ſhall 
ſtand yp to the condemnation of 
manye diſſembling, and hypocri- 
icalprofcſſorsot the bleſſed word 
of trueth. 

If then the offices, and due- 
ties of brotherlie * loue (which 5 1a.1-26.27. 
are true, and certaine proofes of Heb.13.16 
the ſounde Religion ) and the 
lure, and whole praftiſc of all the 


C2. - 


DC 


| ſeruice of GQD, oughtto binde, 


and 


& Eph el 5 


I 190.6 ©. I Os 


«Oolet 2:6 eſpecially to 4 couctoulnes, which 


ether; how commeth 1t to paſſe, 
thar ſome bluth not; who becing 
drawne out of the laborinth of 
idolatric, ſuperſtition, and of the 
kingdome of Antichriit,do make 
ope proteſsion of the holy ſcruice 


of God, and yet are io adciGedf 


& wholly giucn to themſclues,8 


by her: rragicall and pernicious 
budds,choaketh vp all clemencie, 
loue, and gentlenes,that in al theit| 
literime,they ſhevs notoken of tie 
vic and practiſe, to the whichthe 
heauevly doctrine dothordinarily 
ſurmmon & inuite thE,in ſuch {oil 
thatthey ſwarue and degeneratc 
from humaine nature, the which, 
ought to be common with al men, 
and drawe rather towards tht 
condition of wilde beaſts , than 


The Touchitone | 


and as it were glae Chriſtians to- 


mankinde.. For it 1s ſo farre ofl 
that 


t 


my 


Pl 
il 
all 


i 
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that another man can obtaine a- 
ny good , or receiue any curteſic 
at their hands, that not ſeldome 
they ſceke by ail meanes polsible 
to hurt, ſpoyle > and ouerthrowe 
them ; who as moſt / cruell and 
merciles oppreſlors, do pgrindeto 
pouder the faces of the poore : 
therefore woe bee vnto them, for 
they toyne houſe to houſe, and 
hy field ro field, till rhere bee no 
place left for the poore, and nec- 
dicof the land. Bur the pathes of 
all thac forget GOD , and the 
hypocrites hope thalt perifh : his 


confidence allo ſhall bee cur off}, 


and his truſt ſha!l bee , as rhe 
houſe ot a Spider; hee ſhall leane 
vppon his houſe, bur it ſhall not 
ſand : hee ſhall holde him fall 
dy 1t , yer it ſhall nor endure : 
tor they that hate the Lorde, 
ſhall bee cloathed with ſhame» 
and 


A 


Iifa-3:12,13; 


L4,L 3.06 $.3, : 
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and the dwelling of the wicked 

' ſhall not remaine. 
Now the cauſes of the impor: 
table inſolencie , ynbridled pride 
a» Plal.73.3, and crucltic of the» wicked ate 
4-7,8.10b.21. Jaroclic deſcribed inthe booked 
4PT "ag God :to wit , they are luſtic, and 
6,8,9. ſtrong : they are not in troublea 
other men, neither are rhey plz 
oued with other men; therefor: 
pride isasa chaine ynto them,and 
crucltie couercth them as a gat- 
ment; their eyes ſtand our for tat. 
nes ; they have more than their 
heart can wiſh; rhey are licentious, 
and ſpeake wickedly of their op: 
preſsion ; they talke preſumptu 
oullic : their {cede is ſtabliſhedin 
their fight with them , and their 
generation beforetheir cyes:thei 
houſes are peaccable without 
teare, and the rod of GOD is not 


OHC 


yponthem; their bullockes gen 
” os: dereth, 


CD CÞ> a 


—— 
> 


| 


a. bh. Mi. bh £6. 1 "WS —— 


U OY 
- 7 
. * _ 


of true Religion. 31 
dreth, and faileth not, their cow 
aluerh, and caſteth nor her calfe : 
they lend foorth their Children 
like ſheep.and their ſonnes dance : 
they rake their Tabret,and Harpe, 
ind reioyce inthe ſound of muſi- 
all inſtruments, they ſpend their 
dies 10 wealth , and pleaſure: 
they ſay vnto GOD depart from 
is: for we deſire not the know- 
ledge of thy waies. Therefore 


*| ome of them remoue the Lande 
-| markes, that rob the flockes, and 


kede thereof: they leade away the 
aſe of the tatherles , and takethe 
Widdowes oxe to pledge ; they 


-| make the poore to turne out of 


the way ; ſo that the poore of 
the earth hide them(ſclucs toge- 
ther : they cauſe the naked to 
lodge without garments,8 with- 
out couering in the colde : they 


| pluck the = fatherles from the 


breſt, 


wlob.24.2,2, 


4, 5,6,7, 8:9. 
I9,12, 13,14, 


The TouchRone 
breſt, and take the pledge of the 


poore; they cauſe him to goe nx 
ked withour cloathing,& rakethe 
glcining fro the hungrie; the mur- 
thererriſeth earlie, and killerh the 
poore and the needie, and 1n the 
1ight he 15a thicke; the cycalfoc! 


lIighr,and diſguiſcth his face; they 
dig through houſes 1n the darke 
which they marked for rhCſelue; 
in the day;they know not the light 


yet they comit aduirerie; they riſe 

MIer.5.8.0.12 VPN the © morning like ted hot: 
13,25, 26, 27, (CS,for cucry man neyeth after his 
28,31, OO neighb: ors wife: as a cage is full ol 
" i- birds ſoaretheir houſes tull of de 
ccipt , whereby they are become 

preat & waxen rich; for fromthe 

leaſt of thEcucn vnto the greateſt, 


pTer.6,13,14 
and $.10 1:; ay. 
56.11. NES: yea, [etcucric one take heede 


of 


w_—_— 


theadulterer waitetn forthe twy-| 


and tough they be ted ro the tull 


cucry 01:c 187 giue vnto couetoul:| 
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of his 7 neighbor, & truſt not toa- 
nie brother ; becauſe they hane 
aught their tongues to ſpeak hes, 
& take great paines to do wicked- 
ly; they haue deſpiſcd father and 
mother,they rhaue vexed the fa 

herles & widow;they haue dclpi- 
ld the holy things of the Lord, x 
pollured 1s ſabaoths, they have 
ake gifts ro ſhed bloud, rhey hauc 


oppreſſed by viury,and defrauged , 


licir netghbours by extortion; by 


wearing,lying,killing, ſtealing & < 


O : 
whoring they break cur,& bloud 


|toucheth bloud: whoredo & wing 


Knew wine take away thctr hart: 
lbey couct helds,8& rakethe awaic 


.|by violece,they oppres the pore & 


ouerthrow his heritage : they cate 
thefleſh of che oppretied, & fay otr 
beirskinfrothe, they break their 


'| bones, 8 chop thE in picces, as for 


we por, & fleſh within the caldro: 
for e- 


q ler.g 429.G 


r Ezec 16.49 
$09. & 22:6,F5 
8,9. X33 31, 
32,3;;and 34. 
2,4. Hoſ-42;3 
4,5,7,8,9. and 
6.91060 *.3, 


? 
A091 1437, 
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eucrie man hunteth his bretheren! | 


with a net : the beſt of them is 
a brier , and the moſt righteow 


of them is ſharper than a thorn: 

hedge: ſorhat it is harde truſting 

of a friend, or putting confidence 
inacounſcller: yea it is good to 

keep the doorcs of thy minde ſhut 

from her,that lieth in thy boſome, 

Now leaſt theſe workers of int 

quitic ſhould flatter themſelues 

their ſinnes,as though they could 

eſcape the iuſt vengeance of the 

Lord, we wil gather out of the in| 

fallible word of God , how gret 

Ntob.s.13,1, deſtruQtionremaineth tor them 
22.and 15.29, they ſhal neuer deyart out of dark 
Re en oe ens the flame ſhall drie vp the 
,.16,17and branches ; G O D ſhall deſtroy 


7,9,16,17,and 
20.5,6,7,3,19 them as the Vine her ſow! 


and 21.17,18. 
Pſalm,7.2,9. Grape, andſhall caſt them ys n n 
O 4 


17,20, 35,36, Oliue dooth her flower, 


35. Congregation of the po 


; 
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1! fhall be deſolate, and fire ſhall de- 
voure the houſes of bribers, their 
5 hghr ſhall be quenchicd, and their 
e; candle ſhall be put our with thern, 
g| their ſteps ſhall be reſtrained, and 
*| their owne counſaile ſhall caſt the | 
0] downe, their roote ſhall bee dried 
: vp beneath, and aboue ſhall theyr 
branches bee cutdowne; their re- | 
| membrance ſhall periſh from the 
"| earch,and they ſhall haue no name | 
0 inthe ſtreete; they ſhall be driven 
| trom [1g ht into darknes, & pluck 
away from all their glorie ; their F 
t| proſperitic ſhall be ſhort, and their 
| 10y but a moment ; though their 
-| excellence moinit vp to the heauen, 
[| and their heades reach vnto the bl 
!] dowdes; yet ſhall they periſh for 


| cuer like vnto dounge, and they q 
| 


| that haue ſeene them , ſhall ſaye, 
{| where are they ? They ſhall flic 
: away asa dreamezand ſhall paſle ad- 


IS cw % Aa 


-_ 
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way asa viſion of the night: they 


ſhall bee as ſtubble before the 
winde, and as the chaffe which 
the ſtorme caricthaway : for they 
ſhall ſoone bee cut downe like 
grafſe , and ſhall wither as the 
greene herbe, they ſhall be conſu- 
imecd as the fat of Lambes, and as 
{moake ſhall they vaniſh away ; 
who though they ſpread them- 
{clues like greene baye trees; yet 
ſhall they ſuddainelic paſſe 
way, ſo that their place can no 


|| IG 5 1ob-27-14» morebee founde : 5 It their Chil. 
| Ul 15,16, 17,18, 


LIN OR 12 20, 21,22, dren bee in great number , the 


23- {worde lhall deſtroy them , their 
poltcritic ſhal not be ſatiſfed with 
bread : though they ſhould heape 
vp1tlueras the duſt, and prepare 
rayment as the clay : they may 
prepare it, bur the 1uſt ſhall put 
on, and the innocent ſhall dc- 
uidethetreaſurc. , 

C 


\ 


—— 


| This is the portion of the wicke 
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Hee holdeth his houſe as the 
moth,8 as a lodgethat the watch- 
mai) maketh : terrours ſhall rake 
him as waters; arid a tempeſt ſhall 
catric him away by night : cuery 
man ſhall clap their hahds at him, 
and hifſe ar him our of their place. 


with God, and the heritage of ty- 
ants, which they ſhall receine of 
the Almightie. 

Now to auoyde theſe ſeuccre 
ludgements, and iw(t puniſhments 
ofthe Lord,and to practiſe wel & 
applicto our vical the ordinances 
& exhortations regiſtred here,and 
theinthe holy ſcriptures touching 
brotherly louc & charitic, which 
ls {o exprefly comeded ynto vs we : 
muſt (uppoſe our ſelues to beare Reis bas 
theperſon of our neighbour,and +. Luc. 639% 
conlider that the afflictions & ad 38-Marc-4-24+ 
ucrities which haue taken holde mt 

LE. of 


| * 1016,17,18. 
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of him,may likewiſe fall on vs:fot 
aſmuch as weare of the ſame mat- 
ter taat he 1s, & ſubieCtto the like 
miſlertes : {o that we ought to feele 
his burthen,calamity and griefe,as 
if it were our owne ; vnles weebe 


common ſocietie of men,and roo- 


Ted our of thebody of the church, 


\11| (AE | eFph.1-21,2 whereof Ieſus Chriſt is thec only 


lil! KR Heb-2.8- Eph. head. Now in ſuch acaſe,ler vs(! 
111 00 2.21,22. Col. 


pray you) weigh with our ſclucs, 
whether wee would bee contem; 
that men ſhould {utter vs to rot 1n 
miſcries and calamities, without 


lending of anic ſuccour, comfort, 


or conſolation . That thercfore 
which we dcolire tobe done ynto 
vS1nour griefes and perplexities, 


 whyſhuld wenot do the like yn- 


ro our neighbour,eſpecially when 
as we haue the means in our hand, 
and powcr to dooit? Is1t meete 


G 


rotten members, cut off from the | th 


fn 
the 


or| 
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or decentzthat we ſhuld be vpright 
and fauorable tudges in our owne 
matters,and yct in [ike caſe ſhould 
be vniuſt and cruel tyrants againſt 
others * And «therefore ſaith our 
| Suiour, VW hatſocuer yee would 


| that men ſhould doo ynto you,the 
| kmedoyou vnto them, forthis is 


the Law and the Prophets. 

Burt that we may yſe no excur- 
lons or digrefions from the con- 
rarie courle of the ſubie&t which 
wee haue (ette downe,, and taken 
nhand to proſecute, according 0 
theplaine rruth,as che Spirit of the 
Lord ſhall inable vs: let vs Owe 
come vnto the right vie of other 
tings, which doo concerne this 
this tranſicorie 1tc;not that I wold 
vndertake to {et down particular. 
lethe viage of all chings: for inaſ- 
much as it is almoſt impols; ble to 


 taſpn ofthe infinite diveriitie of 


F-43 CIca- 


d Math.7.12. 
Luc.6 31.1ob. 
4&1 6, 
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3-and 42.2, 
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creatures which God hath cre 
cd for mans ſake , the handliry 
whereof would bath bee tedious 
and alſo farre exccede a great vo 


lame : therefore it ſhall (uffice ac: 
cording to our firſt determinatio! 


bricfclie,& generally ro diſcoutk! 


of tae true yſc of certaine principa| my 


things pertaining to this preſen 
life; ro the intent, that they hinde 
orlet ys nor, from ayming tot: 
chiefe marke, which is the cuctl 
ſtingand moſt bleſſed life. 
Firſt, then to begin with that no 
table creature the (oule ofn1, it! 
neceſlaric for vs to yoderitad thi 
thee almightic hath endued mat 
with a ſoulc,principally to theend 
that he ſhuld dedicate the ſameto 
his ſacred worſthip,and diuine ho 
nor; & that in cucric power & bs 
culcic therof he ſhould glorifie hi 


maker: knowing that the Ly | 
hat 


— 


| and ynderſtanding, as allo tor the 
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hath inriched him with this moſt 

excellent creature, that he ſhuld re- 

fer all the ations therof,as reaſon, 
prudencie,dilcretion,learning,and 
1udgement,to the/ praiſe, honour, fHeb. 12. 9. 
&ploric ot the giuer. V heretore |,©97+3 gk 
ifrhe-ſoule created zof God to im- Heb. 13.17. 
mortaltieis ſo plunged heere be- 2 Gen 2-27» 
bow,thatit thinketh,imagineth,$ &g 7.0 © 
dreameth # alwaics of the corrup+ 4 1.1oh.z 15, 
ible and tranſittorie things of this 19-17: "RY 
decetuable world, withour the c6- | 
templation of that bleſſed life to 

come 3 it falleth from that cnde, 

whereunto it was creatcd,and fri- 

ſtraterh the Creator of his intcnt- 

on. For although the vertues and 

ficulcies thereof are ordevned by 

God to viuitic, animate, and ftur- 

nh the bodie with life, moouing, 


cabliſhing of human ſocietie,yer +x:26k 


| tuld they *norwithſtading inſuch 3.1,2,3,4- 


F 4 ſort be 


| 
þ 
| 
| 
| 


j 


x 
| 
# 

2 


4 ih 


[| 
sEp 4.23. 26 | 
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chiefcly to reſpect the crernitie 
1ncomprehenſible happines of the 
z Heb.13.14, life to come. Therefore 4 all fuch 
Rom.6.12,13 as d0O Meane to vie the ſoule x 
pn right, whiles 1t is lodged in thi 
earthlie maſon houſe, as ina der 

darke and drowfie priſon ; mul 
ncuertheles lift vp themſc]ues + 

boue all the corruprtible element; 

and changeable things of this cuil 

worlde, cucn to the right confide 

ration of the kingdome ot heauer 

and the vnſpeakabie glorie there 

{Philip.1.23, Of : fo as readie/to flit cueric mo 


1 WILT) 2. Timor. 4-8. ment fro this vale of miſeric, the; 
WEE Luc.16.22. & 


may be l1ghter & lighter rid from 
all filtnie cogitations, carthite but: 
thens and thorny cares of this mo: 
mentar1e like,to apprehend and 3s 
it were cftcCtuallic feele the king: 
dome of heauen : from which ce 


leſtiall fountain the ſoule hath - 
ct 


23:43» 


be emploted,that they ought mol} 
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| her being. All they then that co6- 


ccive,think, imagine, diſcuſle,de- 
termine, and build in their braines 
rothing cls, bur rhe wicked,vaine, 
& decctuablc things of this world, 
and crawle here below like gree- 
dy wormes,doo wittingly & w1l- 


 lingly ſeek, the viter deſtruftio & 


Irecoucrable ruine of thcir owne 
ſoules, corrupting, altering and a- 
buſing,the aftions, powers and fa- 
culties thereof, by wholly burying 
themin this vile and baſe earth; 
whereas indeede the vicand cnde 
therof ſhould be referred vnto the 
honour and glorie of the Lorde, 
who hath preordeyned * cuerla- 
[ing life to all that feare him : bur 
othe yngodhe,cternall ſhameand 
confuſion. 

Astouchiog the* body,which 
God hath vouchſafed ro make as 
ababitation of clay & durt, wher- 

in 


"m Pfal. I'4. fo 


Ifa.1 -2,3 4,59 
6, Eccl, 1,2» 


» Mat.25 46. 
an.12.2.ioh, 
$.22. Mark. 9, 
43, 


0 Tob 4.19. & 
10.9, Gen.2z,7 
t.Cor.5,20, 


; 


[ 
| 
f 


| 


| | 
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1 i 1 10, 15,16. Juc. 
"Wl. 21.34 Rom.$ 
WEE +3. 2:Th-2.17 we gpollute and prophane our by 


The Tonchone 


in the ſoule dwelleth,and hathfir 

tcd it for vs,as a proper and conue 

nientinſtrument of the (ame,wee 

muſt not bee leilg ignorant of the 

vic thereot. Nowethe principal 

vſe;to the which * ought to beap 

plied with the foulc, is this, thats 

pRom.6.12, befcoſecratedto God, Se Occupied 

13.&5.1.2-X in hisdiune ſeruice: forwhedkai 
I 2.1+& 13.1 

12,13. Eph. $ : be that wc vie theſe fenſes & em: 

11, _ 5-24 ploytheſe mebers aboutthe vilible 

35. £0:1,2.3 things of this world , concerninp 

" 
this preſent life: yer muſtirbe 
waics with luch condition,that in 


all, and by all, God may beglorih 


cd,and our neighbour edchied, 
Ve ougit not thento open out 
mouth,nor ſtir a toote,nor moout 
the toppe of our finger, no nor (0 
muchas twinkle with the eye(asa 
9 1.Cor 6.9, ma might ſay)but we mutt alwaic 
tend thereunto. And if ſo bee that 


die 


— 
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dieany manner of way, and hold 


it faltned to baſe , and carthly 


things, not applying itto the ſer- 


vice of God, ncigher to theloue &X 


benefits of our neighbour,we per- 


vertand ouerthrowe the right vie 
thereof, and heape vp agrolle and 


| foule lumpe of filth , which 


hindereth vs from beholding of 
GOD, cuen as if wee were al- 
readie ynder the carth.Moreouer, 
thoſe which like bruite beaſts de- 
fle their bodies, i2 bowing or ca- 
ſting them flat downe,for anie re- 
uerence and Honour whatloc- 


| ner,before images which are dead 


and inſenſible things , doo make 
their bodies 7 which ought to be 
the Temples of the holy Ghoſt, 
lhe Temples of Idolatric and fu. 
perſtirion . Thoſe alſo that de- 
file them by whorcdome , / a- 
lulcrics, tornications, villanics, 


2 
CY 
YI- ade. IM. 7 L W- | 


r1.Cor.3.16, 
SG 6 19 2: COr, 


6.16, ; 


[5a.5.16,t7, | 


19.20. Eph $e 
1,2,3-AP9.28 


_ - C—_ <> ooo ood 


7, 6:22.15. 
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The Touchſtone 


vncleannes, wantonnes, violence 
cruelties,thefts,cutrages and reui. 
ling words, iniuries, backbitingy, 
pluttonie, drunkenneſle, and ſuch 
like abhomination, do moſt con: 
temptuouſhic and wickedly abuſ: 
them. VW hcrforc,if we will here: 


in ſhew foorth anic commendable]: 


execution of our religio, we mul: 

eRom.6-2,3, employ >trame, and? tame our be- 
Mrs. 1.Cor. dies, inapplying them to all holic 
10.31, Col.z. excrciſes of godlines. And inte 
17: ſpe&tof this preſent life,we ought 

ſoto trauaile and take paines with 


them,according tothe lawfull vo-|' 


cation tothe which we are called, 

thatinche meane ſeaſon, all out 

trauaile and labours may be refer: 

red hereunto : that God mayebec 

honored and our brethren cdificd, 

s1.Cor.3.6, fuccourcd and ſupported by vs, 
75,9. Ph.3- much as occaſion and necelſsitic 
20, 7. Cor. 6, k 
zo, ſhall require. VV herfore 2]thogi 
4 | being 


& ws —_ = 


of true Religion. 39 


xeing 1n this earthly rabernacle, 
weare farre abſent from thelord, 


[jxtlet ys ſo behaucour (elues,thar 


our converſation may bee in hea- 
en; and ſo glorifie the Lord both 
nour bodics and fpirites. 
[tis alſo requiſite that we cal to 
nicdethe true and right vic ofthe 
ikot man,and that God harhlod- 
rd vs in the world, given vs the 
atth to dwel in for a certain time 
ad hath prouided *tor vs all man- , pal.s 4,5,6, 
rrneccllaries, ſhewing himſelfe 7,5 Gen-1 28. 


| 7p"  29,30.& 2.19 
neruailous liberall towards man- , "pp 144.3 


|{finde,to declare thereby, that hee 1ob.7.17. 


Salouing and merciful father ya- 


ys: and 1t1s our partes, tO Iac- / Plal 18 49, 
$0.andg8.1,2 


'|{owledge tlie ſame, and to yeeld ; ;nq 116.12, | 


mo him all ſuch dueties of loue, 13,14 Malac. 
kare,obedience and ſubieCtion,as —_ 
aildreow vato their fathers, (er- 
wnts ynto their maſters , and ſub- 
Ktsro their princes, If the we re- 
ferre 


_ 
ani oo oo 42 
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 TheTouchffone 

ferre not our life, whereof he hath 4 
vouchſafed ro make vs partaker, *K 

to the true, and yrincipall end, we: © 
diſhonour the author thereot, and i 
2..1.Cor.6.9, fruſtrate and T decewe him of hi F hy 

16.2.PQ.2.19 due honor and reuerence , for ht 

20,21,22.R0, : 041 
10.17,18.phil, hath not beſtowed it ypon vs, tha " 
3-13,19 we ſhould become beaſts, and ſtil : 
% 
make our aboade here, bur thati S 


might {crue vsfor a teſt1monie of 

his farherly fauour and bleſsingo 

paſle forward as in a yoyage, and 

that we may know him , feats, 

«4 fer 

a5 56 loue,* ſcrue, and obey him,to the 

Philip. 1. 27. nd that when wee ſhall haue thu 

— 1.10. happely ended the tourney of thi 

Luce, 4; Pilgrimage, wee * may bee ater 
Luc:11:33,34 5 ; 

Epheſ.5. 8,9, wards fulltc ynited vnto our Lot 


_—_— apron Icſus Chriſt, to haue the ftruition| 


4Apoc.14.13 Of hisvnchangeable glory,8 mol] 
& 20.6, 2.0r, bleſſed pr elence. 
$.1.8-T 1.4 


; Secing thenthat God hathpl 
ced ysinthislifero his end, wha] - 
: pM 


Sw 7 
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'|[tereurno,$ have theſtghrof our 
Mrinds {fo fixed chereon, that for 
{lay ſtops, or ſtaycs whatſocuer 
"keſepred here vio vs, WC Never 
n ,jrne from the ſame ? And al- 
lhough wee are ( as It were) to 

"ile, and paſſe through a mizhtie 
"a, continualle 4 toſſed. and 
; xd with infinit waucs of trou- 

ks, atfiCtions and aducriins, 
pie&t from day to day , t0 a 
, fouſand changes » tO a tnou- 
and onenthrowes , a thouland 
Wes , and 10numerable calami- 7 
s : yet that wee fall not from 
« right ende , thereof , wee 
aſt employec the ſame to the 
fac knowledge of GOD , that 
to put © all our confidence 
t him , to yeelde him obedi- 
bl ue » to call vppon him 10 all 
Ws necelſsitics , and to contfelle 
him 


hisl; 


| 


Al 


_ 


_ 


04 

|anwe do better thealwaiescaime <.Philip.3.20, 
| 21.Heb.1r3,13 
14.1.Pct.2.11 
t2.Hceb.1i.t3 
r. Peter. 3. 16, 
Rom. 13. 14 


Gal. 5.16. 


dlob.7.1,2, 
3. and l4.4,Ss 
6,7.and 21 29 
24,25,26, and 
— 


4. 1a. 


4.0. yp 7, wy 12; 
14-0; 1,PEE! 
24:28; Palm: 

-:.72; and 


LC3.Lhs 


e1r.Per.c.1s; 
14,15;.04atth. 
11.28,z0. if.s 
16,17,i3.4), 
2+12,15,1h*+ 


The T ouchflong 


him by all meanes that he hath ,q 
deined throughout the whit ;, 
courſe of ourlife.Thereforethol £ 
+.1oh 2.15 thatapplie f itonely abour friug] G; 
pre A 7: Tous, and trifling things , anda je 
m— 18, 19, buricd hcere below, not havin] þQ 
Matth. 13.19, their mindes lifted vp any highe of 
os —_ are wonderfullie blinded: forthe] gjn 
doo as little Children , who bull yþ 
themſclues about toycs , as lf we 
counterfaite little houſes, and me 
ther ſuch like trifles made will ye 

{wall ryles,chips, and ſtrawes hi 
ped together , which being tolſ hec 
ched withthetopot our finger maj 
neuer ſo little blowed on , df jje, 
ſtraight waics fall ro the ground tim 
Trueitis, thatto paſſe thelif 1 
z Pi0.6.6,7, which is {ubic&to many neceli thin 

$,9,10and1io 

;.1.Cor 4.12. £1ES Wee mult hauey care of mal ſery 
r.Theſ.2.9.6 things according to the ſtate, af yy 
4.11. 2.Thef. yocation, whereunto wee ared ploy 


3.%. 1.Tim.s 
2 Earak.os beds burin ſuch ſorc we og val 


Tenor reyramom cs 
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| dit our ſelnes thereunto,that at 


Of muſt be referred cucrmoreto the 


ol right end, that 1sto the gloric of 
9 God, and the benefit of our bro- 
a ther:for if God be < not glorificd, 
If honored and {crued in cuery patt 
K of our life, and our brother,accor- 
he lingto our habilitic, comforted, 
W whatclſe will bee all whatſocuer 
9 wetake in hand , but fooliſh and 
I mere yanitie? And hereunto then 
"we ought ſo mucn the more dilt- 
ocntlie co have a confidcration, 
M decauſe wee are not alwates to 
make our aboade here , but one- 
l lezro ſoiournc for a yeric ſhort 


if time. 


I! Now are there chiefclic two 
0 bings in this life which ought to 
1 lerue vs in ſeede of ſpurs,to prick 
1) forward, to practiſe and im- 
| floye our life, aboutthe princi- 


; and lawful yſe, for the which 


WC 


4 1, Cor. 10, 
$1.Col.3.17. 


Ul 
| M 
i. 


4 PhL.102.3; | 
11.He.13, 14. j 


clob.19.8,9 
and 14.1,2;3; 
4.and 30. 26, 
27,25; 29; 30 
Fial 144; 54. 
Gcn.47.9. pla. 
9.10. 
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vce arc heere placed , that ist 
wit the © thortactie and miſcrie 
thercof : next the perucrſencs and 
corruption of manners , which 
wee ſez in thoſe that are living 
As touching the firlt, it 15a wor 
derfull matter , that wee are n 
better per{waded, fecing thater 
perience dooth ſufficiently they 
vnto vs., that the longeſt that: 
man can now adaycs liue , 1s but 
abour foureſcore yeares or littl 
more : nay how manie bealte 
2nd birdes arc there which lus 
longer than men ? How mary 
are there that departc out of thy 
miſerable hte, as ſoone as they 
arc centred thereunto , and hauc 
not ſcarſe leaſure to beholde the 
lIighe, but mult ſtraight wales bt 
gone ? For I omitte thoſe which 
beeing conceined and newhlie 
formed are caught and taken 4 
| iy 
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tol waje e20 from their Mothers 

ne] Wombe,, and thoſe allo whicti 

nd] die euen when they are com- 

| ming our? How many are thole 

me which looſe their liues in their 

10-| cradles 2 And it a man ſhoulde 

w] tunne ouer our whole age , al- 

X-[heit wee fee ſome mens lines ' 
wprolonged , and other ſomes 

ta] horened , yer ſhall wee notwith- 

wknding finde it gcnerallic to 

tl]hee merveilous ſhort : for the 

tg] daies of man 4 doo lide and flic , © 0c: 47-9: 
whawaie as the VWeaucrs Shitile, © Ls 
reand paſſe more ſwittlie than a 25,26. 
15]Poſte, thav the molt (witt Ships, 

cy[tan the Eagle which flycth to 

ue|the praye : they are © allo as a Foes 
heſflower which withereth and 6,7. x. thn 
beſkaderh to the eye , as a man might 10-!-P<t-3-24 
c|ky,betore it be opened and ſpread 

ie|adroade. 


d- G2 This 


The T ouchRone 


This ſhortnes being of vs wel 
weighcd and conſidered, as all 
that oftetimes for very ſmal occa 
ſion, wherof the cauſelicth hidd; 
inthe ſ{ccret counſel of God, wee 
mult in ſpite of out teeth, giues- 
uerand abandon this preſent lite 

y This I fay, ought to awak vs,tha 
fRom-12:1, ve ſuffer / not theſe our ſo ſhon 


2.and 13;11, 


12,13,14.cph, daics to paſle and conſumeawat|; 


5-14, 15,15. 1nyaine & corruptible things: but 
i-The:4,1,2+ | 


PCt;1.13,14 : 
15. godly things, to aduance ys mot: 


and more,by the reading and hes: 

ring of the ſacred Goſpell, to the 

trruc knowledgeof God)to theend 

that wee may obedicntly ſubmit 

our {clues to his ordinances all the 

#1.Cor.s.1, daics of our life : for £ if ſob 

_ 11.Gala.5.19, gyr life tendeth not hereunto, 

| NO wee are worle than Infidels ant 
Pct. 2.21, 22, paynims, 

Prouer.26.11, Tetys therefore hauec alwatt 


FpOC.2 2.15, . befor | 


to employ them 1n all vertuous&| 
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tefore # our eycs,that which Saint * 1-©91-7-29 


43 


wellthis life. I cell you this , bre- 
theren, that the time 1s ſhorte, 
therefore let thoſe that haue 


| Wines bee as though they had 
'|none : and they that weepe, as 


though they wept not; and they 
thatreioyce , as though they re- 
pyced not : and they that buie, 
$ though they poſſeſſed not : 


& adthey thatyſe this VV orld, as 


hough they vſed itnot:for the fa- 
lion of this world paſſcth away. 

The other poynt which ought 
bo incite vs forwards to the truc 
ad lawfull yſe of this life, is the 
(eprauation and corruption , that? 
weſeenow adaies amongſt moſt 
nen: for albeit they haue been al- 
wates, and in all ages, wickedand 
xruerſe by nature, as it appeareth 
bythe juſt and ſeucre yengeance, 


G23 that 


31,1 loh.z 


; 30, 
Paule ſateth , exhorting vs to vſe ;,/15,17. 1a. 


” ap i 


ePſa!l.14.1,2 
2,4- Ro.3.10, 
Il, I2,13,14z, 
15.Pla.36.1,2 
3,4.and 140.1 
2;3,4;3. lat. 
429.% $9.7» 


Tre Touchfone 
that God whome they prouoke! 

by thcir heynous offences, dil 

EXCCurte agatnitthern : it ſeem 
rg notwithſtaoding that in & the{: 
13.21,22, 1. daics iniquitie 1s cuen at the ful. 
Log 5.8- 2+ Jeſt, and thatthe VVarld is com: 
= I tothe vttermolt 8 laſt point ofl 
nayghtines : for that [ may noto 

ucrpaſle, the loathſome and fl 

11.Cor.s.9, thie'dregs, of the diflolute,lcaude 
oy 6 gy & pernitious lite of Arheiſts,Ep: 
" *1.8,9, Cures, Temporners, and Liber 
tines, who by their peſtilent con. 

tagion goc about to infeCt aud 
ouerthrowe a great parte of tht 

Worlde, ynles G O D by ti 
vndeſerued clemencie , prelem 

his people from ſo deadlic: 

plague, and throwe foorthe the 

dattes of his wrath , to deſtroy 

from Heauen this perniciovs rac 

of venymous vipers : that I may 


not alſo ſearch too narrowlis 
b | tle 


& Matth, 24. 
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the finke of all vncleannes, nei. 
ther touch ar this preſent , the 
cuell and bloudie ” rage ſpued 
out ayainſt Gods cructh , and a- 
rainfſt rhoſe which make open 
profeſs1on , thar the falſe, heretj- 
all and counterfaite Religion of 
Papiſts, heretiques , and tchiſe 
matikes ſtriveth to cloake and 
couer 1t ſelfe vader a » faire co- 
our of devotion and puritic : I 
returne againe to. my firſt Pur- 
poſe. 

I ſay then , that thoſe who 
being; drawne out of the great 


.| xa of Idolatric , Artheiſme ard 


herefie , doo make maniteſt dc- 
monſtration of the true Religi- 
on, 9 and notwithſtanding live 


otherwiſe, than the teaching, of 


te Ghoſpell , (which they re- 
cue) daoth permitre , abuſe 
the giftes of GOD, and 

G4 their 


I 


ma Matth.10, 
16,17, 18,21. 
Luc,21.16,17 
Mar. 13.1;10, 
11,12.10h,16 
$3, 


3d 


a Math 7.:4 
2,Cor.11.13, i 
14,15 "LTH 


vP@',c0.16, N 
17, 15, 10,20, 
z111.1.10,0t | 
12,'3;tF4, ©55 | 
and :9.13,14fl 
I5.Mat: 157; | 
*,10 1 
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I and 59. 2,3,4, * 


The Touch$tone 
-Hom;Civs: thetrownelifcalſo, foraſmuchy 
13,16,21.and they refer itnotto the proper end, 
8.13.X 13-13 hereunto God hath ordained it, 
1.Cor.5.9.10, 

> -pe.2.19,20, FOItO abandone our ſelues toal 
g Plalm.12.1 carnal?liberty,ro put in praCtiſeal 
amy ph kind of cruelty againſt our neigh: 
14,21,32. 1. bour,to deuoure him as a mot{({| 
2 qptnſig "__ of bread by ſubnlties,qdeccits,cru- 
20. and 24. 2. Clv{utics andextortions, by thett, 
and 28.7.15. yiolence and injuries, diſguiſed 
and 58.1, 3-4» and coucred with the mantle of 
5,9,7,8.Iere.z, Juſtice and pictic : to giue out 
20.and 5.7,8, ſeJucs oucr to whordome, glut: 


10. & 6.13. 
ha" $.10.& 9, £ODNY and drunkennes : to burne 


Wa 4:5-Ezcch.15. with auarice, and inſatiable couc- 


Fl W 20,31.and 34. 
WA 3:4-Ho!.4.2.6 pood name of our neighbour 
Et 7. and 6.9,10. 
A and 7.3,4,5,6, 
Wi and 
ſj} and 13.2,6,13,1 4, Tock, 1. 3. Amor. 6.4,4,4.and 8.4, 5,6 


| 49,50.and 22, 


6-8 andz;, ©Ouncs,to make itaglory, to bur: 
then , depraue and opprefſle the 
with falſe crimes , and liniſter 


I1.3;7,12 


WR | | Mic. 2.1,2. & 3.2,3,11.and 6.6,7,8. and 7.2,3,4, 5. Had. 


1 3,4.and 2.9,1G,11, I 2, Zephan.3.2,3,4. Zach. $+2,3,4 


Malac. I 0,7» £ 


reportes 


RE ——_S 


reports to rack and wreſt his good 
fame, & 1nthe mean while boldlie 
and impudently to ſhicld 8 couer 
our ſelues with the cloake of the 
Goſpcil : wnatis it els, butan exc- 
crable hypocrihte, yea, a deteſtable 


ſacriledge,which ſhalbe rigoroul- 


| le condemned by the wdgement 


of God ,& ſooner diſcouered than 
welooke for, to the vtter confult' 
on of ſuch, as ſo ſhall haue diſgui- 
ſed themſelnes. 

W herefore all thoſe that haue 
recciued ſuch a ſingular gitte and 
orace of God, as to bee diuinely 


- | picked 8 7 choſen out fro the reſt 


| ofthe worldc, robce illuminated 
with the glorious beames of the 
Gouſpell,and to hauc [tbertic freely 
tomake proteſsion thereof,ought 
totake heed tharthey vic wel the 
gifts which they hauc recciued, & 


loto employ al the courle of their 
life, 


S444 +++ & 
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rRom.6.1.2 | 


3,45 ,0,7 gal. 
6.8,15, Epi1.4 
22,23,24. and 
5-1,2,3,4 col. 


1.27. 1, Thel. || 


+ 1,2, 3, 4$- 1. 
PE.1-13,14,15 


10,17. 


f; 


by | 
« | Il, 
[f! [ ih 
WR Mat. 10.15. 
} | in "tl 
81.0.1 
[! 


WG. 

| FRo.13.11,12 
li m. 13,14. Eph.s, 
A RR 1,16. Col.4.5. 


|| (il & Gen. $5.22, 

LL 24.6 6.9. and 

11 OR 7. x1. 2. Peter. 
| | 2.5,6,7,12,13 
| 14,15, 


a ——_— - ” mh A 
= _- 2 I 
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life, that rhe name of God may be 
magnified. For otherwiſe (doubt 
leffe) /1t ſhalbe caſicr for thoſe of 
the land of Sodome and Gomor- 
rhaatthe day of 1dgement, thai 
forthe. I herefore,by how much 
thegreater tne wickednes of men 
is, by: ſo much the more diligent 
and carctul we mult be to beſtow 
well thetime, and ro recouer the 
occalions, which the malice of the 
world endeauourerth to rake from 
vs. Andas « Kenoch, Noah, and 
manic more holie perſonages, c0- 
formed not themſclues to the per- 
uer{itieand naughtineſle of thoſe 
Natiors,in the middeſt of whom 
they wer, but walke betorc god, 
and continued in his feare: fo we; 


I ſay, to whomG OD hath gran 


ted this ſpectall tauour,as to make] 


himſcltc knowen vato vs, by h 
ncaucnlic wil and doCtrine,ougil 
10 


- ST a 
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to labour, and carefullic to rake 


heede,that becing inuyroned and. 


compatlled about in this life with 
a deluge of filthiefſe and1niqui- 
tie, wee bee not alſo cnwrap- 

ped, entangled and oucrwhelmed 
with the ſame. 

Therefore what reaſon 1s that, 
to excuſe the faults and offences 
which daylic are committed , 
(and yet will bee accompred the 
chieteſt Goſpellers) to alleadge, 
that the worlde goeth ſo, the cu- 
ſome is ſuch, cueric man dooth 
t, the infirmitic of our flcſh lca- 
deth vs thereunmo ; the time 
(wherein wee liue) ſuffercth it, 
and ſuch like ſpeaches which 
they briog forth, thinkiog rhere- 
by to excuſe themſelves: when 
as the = profeſsicn (which they 
make , requareth alrogether ano- 
ther mancr of lifes: hanthecomon 


xXmat7.13;14 
21 2H and 20 
16. LUC15. 2 


k.nan.s, 23, 
{am 1.22. 
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and accuſtomedlife of the wicked 
lewd & diſlolute world? VV heac- 
ypon they mult haue iv mindethe 
admonition of Sainty Paul,wher. 
WI's,0,10,11,16. as he warneth vs, that we dcceiue 
Ig C0l3-5-5.7-3 not our (clues, excufing our linns, 
Wo. 1. Thel.4.3, : ; 
F2;.6,7.2.the, OF MOcking atthe threats & indy- 
W!2.3,9. & 3.6. ments of God. 
For this hee faith : Let no man 
16,17,18, decciue you, with vain words:tor, 
for ſuchthings cometh the wrath 
of God ypon the children of diſo- 
bedience: be not therefore compa- 
nions with the ; for ye were once 
Ml || darknes, but are now light ia the 
WW | 11 Lord : walke as the Children of 
| WNT light, (for the truite of che ſpirite 
is inal goodnes, and rightcoulnes, 
and truth)approoutng that which 
is pleaſing to the Lord, & haueno 
tellowſhip with the vnfrancfull 
workes of darknelle, but euen rc- 


ti prooucthem rather. 
WW; This 
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This place(beſides that,that hee 
exhottethys,to encreaſe and to do 
good withthe talent which wee 
hauc recemed of God) codemneth 
alſo «choſe, who having receined 
ifts aboue others, doo notwith- 
ſanding abule the ſame -: and fo 
farre1t:s, that they can iuſthie re- 
proue the world, which is ſoaked 
ana drenched in wickednes & 1g- 
norance, that they ratuer followe 
his numour,and caſclic ſuiter rhe- 
[clues toſlideawaye, to be finallie 
tranſported at the will of the com- 
mon tempeſt. 

Morcuer, when our Lorde Ic- 
{us Chriſt ſaith to his -apoſtles, & 
conſequentlic to all his Church, I 
haue choſc you out of this world: 
hee maniteſtlie ſhewerh thereby, 
that thoſe which will be his, muſt 
notframe and faſhion themſelues, 


according to the manners, & per- 
ucrſe 


2 Pro 26.1. |! "i 


2 Pet.2 20,21, |) 


22. Jam,4.17. ||| 
t.loh.2.15,16 [jk 


IT. 


alehancand 
& 15.19.& 16 
33. &X 18. 36s! 


_ > OO 


” - — — -——— —_ < | 
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uerſe kinde of dealing of this pre- 
ſent Age. It then from himthat 
ſhall have receiued moſt,moſt ſhall 
WE - Mat.25.14, be 6demannded, and he that ſhall 
|| 31 6,17 00 baue moſt knowledge of god,ſhal 
BA: -- -- 119.25. be molt rigorouſlie & ſharply pu- 


l | \} I © 2.TOor, 
Ll of $,109. 


hapneth it, that manie which fre- 
quent the houſe of God, & haunt 
the found preaching of the Gol- 
pcll,bluſh not for ſhame of thedit- 
ordred & vnruhie lite which they 


IE cMic.6.6,7,5 ward <appataunce ? Þ hinke they 
We Mala.1.6, 7,8. hi . 
mw 272 to appeale him with the onely 
WE: 3,14. Pro.r. ſhew of their externall profeſsion, 
25-25-20 7 as weſtil] children with a popper, 
wht rage or with ſome other like playe: 
Walt game * 
It they be of this opinion,they 
arc 


| +.:4-25-R0. njſhed,it hereforme not all his life |; 
according to the pattern propoſed || 
vmo him in the word of life: how |; 


lead. Thinkethey tro content the |: 
Lord by their faire taces andont: | 


regreatly deceiued. VV herefore 
frhey 4 will ſhew forth any good 
ndcertain efect of Chriſtian re- 
lgion, whereof they account the- 
tlaes, and would bee {o reputed, 
hey muſt neccfiarilic ſhewe itin 
heir life,that 1s to ſay,by walking 
nholinefle and innocencie, & by 
rlorming, cucric part thercot, to 
he gloric of God,and the good of 
Our brerhren, 

Nowe, this holic praGiſe of 
ikeis ſo requitite and necetlarie, 
all thoſe that woulde bee ac- 
ompted faythfull and true Chrt- 


« [tans , that no man of what e- 


tare or condition ſoencr hee bes 
an, Or ovght to exempt him- 
elte from the ſame. For(when 
$Saint Paulc® faith) if any man 
ve in Chriſt, let him be anew 
teature : he maketh exception of 


There- 


lone, 
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- nn 


—— 


dA Math.3.10, 
and7, 16,17, 
Eph.4 23.cal. 
6.22; $$$; 
Thel.2. 1 2,col, 
3.10.Phil.1.27 


e2.Cor'5.17, 
Gal.6.15. Iſa. 
46,16. gal. 5.6 


WET Luc.20-47. 1, 


Wl 58 1,2 3,45. 
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Therefore all thoſe that frameng 
their life according to the rule gf 
the Goſpell,nor ſtudie to reforme 
the ſame, doo diſhonour the pro 
feſ5ion of the Goſpel], and eſpeci 
ally thoſe, who ynder coulour of 
their riches, nobilitie,orearnes,au- 
thoritie, power, and preftermeny, 
would by a ſingular prerogatiue, 
diſpence for the reformation of 
#Pro.12.5.8 their life. 
30 12,13,14 Andindeedefhow manie arc 
Wa.29-13-1T there among them , who beeing 
Math. 15.-7,8. Content to hauethe goſpel atthei 
7 IPs tongues end, or in ſome fine book 
anda, & beautifullic adorned, or to make 
23-12,13,14, {ome faire ſhew thereof,doocalily 
15 Ma.12-49 exempt themſclues fro the retor- 
Pet.2.1.Apoc. Mation of lite, which is comman- 
21.27.and22. ded inthe Goſpell? They wills 
” _ Peg bide well inough,that men preach 
of the grace and mercie of GOD, 
of the benefices freclic purchaſed 
yn 


DE DC 
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no vs by the bloud of Iefus 
Chrilt, yea they wil patiently har- 
ken'to the doftrine of repetace, 8 
of all the parts therof:they will ak 
eafily hear the ſuperfluous pro- 
viſion and ynmeaſurable varietie 


-| of meates,and the excefle of appa- 


ll condened : which things tend 
200ught els,but to tickle the ſen- 
ſs, & to flatter the concupiſcence 
ofman : they will (I ſfay)gtue care 
o all theſe chinges willinglie c- 
nough, but it muſt bee in generall 


tearms:for whe athe ſword of the , xphecs 17. Ml 
word toucheth rhem to the quick, Heb.4.12 cphe 
or when wee muſt particularlie : 
come more neerer ynto them, and 6. 


priuatelic reprone the of their diſ- 
ordred kind of lining, of their ſu- 


waies we ſhall heare theſe ſpeach- 
es; Sir, wil you meaſure vs accor- 
ding tothe common ell of others? 


H Haye 


.11,12. 2.Tis 
$1,2,3,4. Ifa« ||| 
9 Ma 13.13 ij 
14. Mar,4.12 ||} 
Luc.$8.10.loh. |} 
12.49. A.28. | 


perfluity or fooliſh pomp,ſtraight 26,27. Roma. Il 


- — ; "— 
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Haue no reſpeCt ynto ys: and ſuch 
like braue talke . VV hereby they 
cuidentlie giue to vnderſtand,that g 
they haue no care to pur in prac- oo 
tiſe the knowledge which they |. 
baue of the Goſpel, and that they P 
ni: - ought notto be ſubicQ ro the hea- 
11-1. ucnlie ordinances of Chriſt; but 
11. b 1. Sam.15. his wie netivin brink & dif. ren 
| 29,20,21.and ughtto * winkeat,8& dif-|, | 
i 2: 13, 14,15, ſemble many things inthe, which |, 
' Whit _— — are not to bee {uttered 1n others, = 
111] [RI | & 18. 17. ans And truclie, the boldnetſe and yn-| 
ROW (=: 19-29-21, Eridled licentiouſnes ot thoſe,that|,, 


W!22.and 22.17, : | 
Wiz > Kimi... herein paſle beyond cheir bound, |y. 


"1 ! 
bl | . 
' 
| 
[ 


let 
[e(l 


arl 


[4 [ 
"AT 
Mitte! ; 

«| 1.:9 i, 
41 


Wy |5.5.5 3-13,14 15 t00 notorious ; for beſides that | 
[1 les pa ” ſuch ſtomackes will not be repro: | 
(2.4. & 26.4,5, ucd> vnlecſle it bee after the man- | 
Wt 6-20,2122-& ner that they ſhall preſcribe, they |; 
1133.1,2,3. Mat. _ x C, 
_— willalſo debaſe the preaching of F 
WEMGG 2 1,32. b4ar.6. the Goſpell,and make ut ſubieCo | 
Mi 11110 34 their humours : which 1s nothing |, 
| elfe,than by an ouer-great braine- | 
erage 
> |- 


4 
' 
[ 
: 
1 


_— — 


2 
6 


ut 
{- 
ch 


of 


c |- 


"lwell,that Kanelle and pientic bee- 
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{er foote, the glorie 8 dignitic of 
[z(us Chriſt. "And indeede, how 
nanie are there, who knowing 


noabuſed, corrupteth the {eruice 

if God , vnder the kingdome of 

tlucknes; fearing to fallinthis cx- 3 
remitie,do fall into anothcr more 

arngerous than the former : for 

hey-make leanc the Paſtors of the « Peut 25 4 
Church,defrauding 8 polling the - ſs pen. 
ſuch {ort of that which is necel- Lo,21, 22,23. 
rie for the maintcnance of their 19!Þ 13-1433 
lling,that they gocabout to take OE —_ 
may from them al meancs wher- 21,22. Ro.15. / 
they thould liue, and be benefi- 27; 2: ©29- 


o, Gal. 
"all towardcs the pooreand nee- 6:6, 
le, 


AndI would to GOD there 
mrenot ſuch to be found , who 
mn well knowing the heauic 
prthen of the ſacred funCtion , 
8 what great reucrence is to 


H 2 be 


78 9,10 
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be given to the faithfull miniſters 
thereof: woulde willinghe haue 
them ſerue in ſteade of Butlers, 
Stewards, Receiuers, and Sollici- 
ters of procelle ; finallie (like pa- 
piſticall Sir Iohns) to doo anye 
gthung, yea, cuen to become they: 
© cookes, as they haue ſome times 
done by their chaplaines, whome 
they would employ and ſer about 
all manner drudgerie and ſcruile 
buſtnes. 

As touchiog the inſolencic and 
vameaſurable ouerlaſhing,bothof 
manie men and women, who vn 
der colour of their nobiliric,great- 


nes,power and riches, would allo 


bee diſpenſed withall and exemp- 
ted from the reformation of lite, 
according tothe word of GOD, 
and principallie from Chriſtian 
modeſtic required inapparell, and 
ſuch like things, that hath alreadre 

crept 


| 


” # : 
47 X 


of true Religion, 51 
crept ſo farre into the bowells of 
this VV eal-publike,that they con- 
temne and ſer at nought all Chri- 
ſtian modeſtic : for there is almoſt 
no ſtrange kinde of diſguifing bo- 
rowed of other nations,but ſeem- 
ch faire and comely vntothem,in 
ſuch ſort, that ro beholde then, a 110.9 
man would thinke them rather to 06 

be maskers and ſtage-players,than ''Y0\; 
anic thing els. VV herefore fecing i 


"1 


that it often falleth 4out,thatrthoſe - 1.3.16,17 {MYA 
nn 18,19, 20,21, 4/09; 

4 | whotakeſo great paines rodecke ;,7,7* ">; IFN 
if | and adorne the carrion of theys 26. Luc 15.19 {|W{| 
bodies, and are ſo vnmeaſyrable 22-29-19]! 
; >, I I1m.3+3,4»f4 
curious about the ſame, and verie , Deur.28.33,ſ|| 
little or nothing caretull of rheyr $4555, 56, 57ofſ 
. © £I,3.3, q 

ſoules : I beſeeche them (in the © [Fi 


| 
nameof GOD) to conlider dili- 
| 


it | ' 


; gentlie,, the weight and force of j 
1 | the ſentences of holie Scripture, il 
| | whereas all pompe,ſuperfluitic of 
e | apparelland wantonnefle 1s mani- 


H 3 {tlic || ©4 


+ $444 +% >» 
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feſtlic condemned. Next howe 
vayne a thing it is to ſet out 
mindes on yanitie , ſeeing that 


GOD (euea in this life) puni- 


| ſhing their intollerable pride and 


ouer-great curioſitie, doth make 
their bodies (which they haue ſo 
nicelie decked and trimmed) to 
ſcrue them in ſteade of a filthie 
and ſtinking ſepulcher of ſtrange 
diſcaſes » by the which they pay 
home 'the iuſt vſuries and due 
intereſt of ali their former ex- 
ceſſe, pride , and wicked wars 


 tonneſle. - 


.. Wherefore let them ſtande 
in awe and dreade the Iudge- 
mentes of GOD, and aſlutc 
themſclues that the doctrine of 
the Gioſpell , whereof they 


woulde 'bce eſteemed and ac 


counted to make profelsion, doth 
nel- 
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neither like nor allowe, but ve- 
erlie condemne all curious va- 
uties ; as their nice attyre, their 
faring ſhadowes , their broade- 
rd lockes deſperatelic flying a- 
bout, the artificiall curling and 
feling of theyr hayre , theyr 
alſe and borrowed perriwinc- 
kles, their impudent lookes, wan- 
pn geſtures ; and finallie , the 
tkrannge coulouring and payn- 
ing which altereta and diſguy- 
ch the naturall forme and liue- 
lc feature of the face. 

Let them alſo vnderſtande, 
that che Ghoſpell ot our Saui- 
our Chriſt , approoueth not rhe 
ympe and cxcelsiue Vanitie , 
which they openly ſhew foorthz 
when as (to ſeeme fine and gor- 
fous) they lade themſelucs with 
caines,cornets,bracelcts, rings & 
ewels, as it they were gold{miths 


H 4. and 


—_- 
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and Iewellers, to ſette vp ſome 
ſhop. 

And as touching ſome, who 
place therr chiefeſt felicitic in ll 
cluious daunces , galliardes, and 
ſuch like vanities: neuerthelcſſ 
they with all their gambols ſhalks 
no better approoucd before thi 


tribunall ſeare of God , than th/| 


former. For although they wd 
ynderſtand, that the doctrine of 
the Goſpell alloweth no ſuch day 
clogs, becauſe they are(as it wete) 
the ſuburbes and entries vnto al 
lecherie and vncleanneſle, andat 
oftentimes cauſes of manifold: 
eGen.34.1-2, 1NCONueniences, as ite appearcii 
25,26, 27,28, by thc rape of Dina, and the cr 
peg ell death of Tohn Baptiſt, wha 


| || Mar. 6.21,22, ſocuer faire excuſe anie of then 


23,24, 25,26, | ; | 
Ps F226. alleadge of excrciſing the bo 


1.Cor.6 9,10, die. 


Gal-5,19.eph. VV herfore, if they hauc any * 
ns EIT | 0 


| oftheir ſaluation,they muſt of ne- o 
ceſsitie giue ouer and f forſake f Matth.3.1s | 
their auncient and wicked cu- 2547: 19.and |WAW I 


MC. | 


NP SU 
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12.33, 34» 35» 


ſtomes together with their diſor- 5,37 Marth. Fi 


dred trade of life, and from hence 12.41,42.ion. 
forward make more account of 3:5: 
thelawe of God, than heretofore 


they have done. 
And becaule that the ſincere 
doarine of the Goſpell dooth 


mowe downe and cut off all diſſo- 


| 
lutencs and vice commitred in c- 01043 
& [61 


uery thing, and chiefelie in anen- 
turous and contentious playes, as 
cardes, dice, and ſuch like, by the 


ch mcn one ab F _ FProu.27.2 
waich mcn goe about by a £ bur Om 


ning couctouſnesto emptic cach cgjoſ;.5. 1.) 
others purſes, there be many,who Tim. 6.6,7,8,|| 


repyn10g to conteine theinſelnes 9,10 


withinthe compatlle of modeſtie, 


ſpend the whole courſe of their i 


life in theſe occupatios; yea often- 
umes their lands, goods S& liuings 
| 1n 
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in ſuch riotous and prodigall ſor 
that in the ende they become 
ſtarke beggars : And therefore 

b Matth. 12, Ictourning to their former 4 im- 
43-44-Luc.11 pjctic , they are accuſtomed to 
2635-2722 breathe out theſe ſpeeches : Will 
20,21,22, they ſhut vs vp like Friers ? Will 
they bar and depriue vsofal ſport 

if wee play at cardes or dice, itis 

notto deltroy one another, buton- 

ly for recreatto & paſtime, would 

they haue vsto ſleepe like ſwine, 

or to be idle after our repalſt ? But 

to {top their mouthes, and to cut 

oft all theſe coulourable excules, 

Ng they cannot be 1gnorant that there 
26,27 26.26 Isgreatdiffereces berweenthe fri- 
$0,31,32. and Ctlikeand idlclike, and a chriſtian 
Hs 6, and modeſt life : for ita man tor: 
Philip.r.z7, Þidthe flipperic occaſions of tal 
ling into greater cuils; he dooth 

not therefore let them to recreate 


themſelues,ſo that it be done after 
4 
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chriſtian manner:yea ſometimes 
exerciſe their bodies and minds 
n laudable, decent, and liberall 
aies, which ſerue for the preſer- 
tion of health and benefit of the 
ninde, that they may be the bet- 
diſpoſed to ſerue GOD and 
xerciſe thoſe callings, whereunto 
he Lorde hath ordained them, 
but the abuſe oftheſe and all ſuch 
nſtimes, are pernicious, hurtfull, 
nd intollerable in Chriſtian 
ommon wealthes, as manifcithe 
ppeareth by their effects, as the 
olle of poſſeſsions, Lands, Mo- 
ey and goods, idlenes, drunc- 
lennes , rior, oftentimes whore- 
lomes,heynous blaſphemics,hor- 
idle othes, lying, periury,conten- 
lons,quarrels,8 {ometimes mur- 
ders : rheſeare the fruites which 
nolt commonly the former trecs 
ting forth: wherctore if after we 

arc 
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+ 1.Cori. 10, 
31.Coloſ: 3.17 
i,Thcſ. 5.15, 
16,17. 


The T ouchfone 
are refreſhed and haue giuen Go 
thankes, we finde ſo much leaſur;, 
that we be not vrged to goe abou 


or labour, as poore workemen & 
artificers , what better thing can 


we doo to anoyde lafines, thant[yj 


conferre about learning,and tofil 
into communication of thi 
appertcining to the lawtull beneti 
and right vſc of this preſent lit 
and ſometimes to diſcourſe yp. 
on hiſtories, knowledge 8 (cien- 
ces, for the muruall cdifying one 
of another; yet ſo to moderareand 
zorder the ſame that God may bet 
glorified, and we our (clues bene 
fited. And if ſo bee that now and 
then, (whenthe time will notpet 
mit vs, to recreate our (clues # 
broade in the fields in ſhooting, 
bowling, and ſuch like laudabl 
exerciſes) we play at cheſle,tabls, 
ot {uch like games, tor the repar 
ring 
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ing of our mindes, which other- 
wie would waxe wearie,cdull and 
lunt, being continually occupied 
hout ſerious and weightic mat- 
xs, let it bee done moderatlic 
wichout couctouſnes, ſwearing, 
warreliog and ſuch like 1inconue- 
nences : for 1f once wee glue out 
flues leaue to take theſe alluring 
xcaltons, whereby wee may ac- 
ording to our appetite make 
hoyce of other mens goods , by 
warreling, debares , blaſphemies, 
nurthers, and many other incon- 
wmences, which theſe diſlolnte 


-[dauenturous,plaics bring com- 
nd)nonly with them : we will after- 
'[vards make no conſcienceto re- 
[ive againe all our olde and vi- 


dous kinde of dealings, which 
defore wee willinglie renoun- 
(ed, 


Now as touching thoſe that 
arC 


£24040 +4 $44 $4 04440 4 +4 4 


—_— — 


wt wt -- 
Y _ EST 


The Tonchione 
are publike breakers ofthe! LorgÞ 
1Gen.2.2,z, day, & manifeſt contemners of allÞ 
Ex.20.11.and ggdhe exerciſes as Praicr, Prez. pd 
31.17.Dcu.s. . M ER 
14. Hebr, 4.4, Ching,& thakeſgiuing;whoplace! 
Numb.15.32, their chicte felicitic in drunken-P/* 
36. 19-56. 2. nes, whoredome , and flocking i 
$9.13. & "Y 
66.23, yato thoſe prophane and pernici-P" 
ous plates , which are the yerief® 
nurſeries of all impictie , and af® 
it werethe Colledges of all vice,F 
villantes and iniquties, as theyf® 
arc now abuſed : therefore it if 
moſt neceflarie for the godlicÞ 
Magittrate, (inthis caſe ſo dan-] z 
©c10us and deſperate) to vſe ſome g 
quicker remedie, it hee will ſlay j 
this cakar which in this ſort cree- f"! 
peth and ſpoyleth the members | 
of the bodie of the V eale-pub- ed 
lique one after another. For if Þ, 
it bee ſufercd fo to goe forts a 
ward, if GOD otherwiſe pro- a 
uide not ; it will come to _ l 
( 


ut thoſe which are poſſeſſed 


wlines and true Chriſtiane, 
|| fall a raging to infeE others; 
1 meancs whercof , inthe ende 
ing il eo{uc the cuctlaſting damna- 
..? þn of an infinite number of per- 
ns, beſides the incuitable and 
mic wdgements of GOD 
Won the whole Land. As 
reforc a more daungerous pco- 
e, than theſe are not to bee 
und , nor anie cenormitie C- 
wall vato theirs ; it were a thing 
pblie to bee commended, if that 
lluch mockers of G CD, and 
pple ſold ro commit linne with 
redines , were {euerelie punt- 
kd, if they cannot bee broughe 
the right waye : for howe 
al thoſe who are ” placed in 
horitie anſwere before the 
wunall ſeate of GOD » if they 

ſuffer 


[C4 
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* th ſo great a == contempt of ,,pg.;s. x, 


2,3" Ro:3:10, 
tt,12,13.-I 
Corin.6.9,10. 
Gal.s. 19, 20, 
21.Ephcſ,5.$. 
2,Pet.2 20,21 
Heb.4,6. Mat, 
16.6, Marc, 

$.14:Prum: 1. 
ro, and 4, 14. 
1-COLI$33: 


» Deat.5.32 


& 28. 14. loſ. 


1.7,3. and 23, 


6,7,38.R0 13. 


The Touchſtof 
ſuffer his true Religionto be pr 
haned and the ſoucraigne My 
ieſticofthe Lord, to whome ll] 
power belongeth in heauenandiſ® 
carth, thusto be contemned, (coll? 
fed, and laughed art ? Ir is ther” 
forcathing not onely mcete, anſ?" 
conuenicnt, but alſo neceflariew|! 
tothe authoritic and power ofth © 
Magiſtrate, to maintaine the hy® 
nour of God, to lend their helping ** 


hands vnto the true Religion, i 
ro procure that all things perte 4 
the 


ning tothe ſcruice of God,maylq® 
diſpoſed and ordered holilic anſb* 
religiouſly,according to his ond 
word : for as much as he hathp of 
ccdthe1n the ſear of iuſtice, chi 
letodefend his gloric and ſou 
Religion ; asalſoſharpelietoc 
ſtiſe all ſuch as ſer at naught 

ſupreme Maicſtic of the almiy 
tic, deride his Sonne Chriſt, a hi 
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pro reproachfullicreuile:hz holy my- 
M,| ſeries. 
el Buralas we ſce thatthe world 
ndjJ1s now adaies ſo « wayward, ſo «Pal. 14.1; 
ſco|preſfurpruons,luſty and brauc, yea 324 35-1. Ro. 
terelin fuch thraldome to his owne i - 
a{fcaſures,that he will not hearken — 19,12,13. 
e110 the reformation of his life ac- 
{| cording to the rule of the Goſpel: 
 þ,J3od which 1s moreto bee lamen- 
pn ed: 1t cannot abide thoſe thatrub 

Jim onthe gall. Bur as a wiſe Pi- 
rc)ot in a furious tepeſt gouerning 
yhc he ſterne , and attentive to the 
.n{uiding of the ſhip, ſtandeth not 
wimuling at the cries and howling Fs 

. . 8 4. 1.2,3.,4» 
ol the paſſengers , bur aduiſedlic j.,,'.'s17, 
ie aketh that courſe which beſt ſer- 18,19 and7.z 
wh for the preſeruation of his Math 3.12.3 
+|darge: inlike manner it isnot c6- 3; NG 
þ4cnient,that thoſe which bearcan Marc. 4.22,23- 
{office in the church of God ſhould —_s - — 
n{ciraine* ro exalt their yoyces,and gp” 
; [ tO 


SS $4444 +++ % 


The 


to clic out with open throates: 


tics which doo bud foorth every 
14.41 day more & more amongſt thoſe 
\14\oþ who would bee accounted great 
11:10 Golpclilers , whatſocuer grun- 
ting,murmurirg and miſlikingis 
made by thoſe that feele them- 


TAR. þ {clues galled. 


nes, hauing placed ys1n this wotld 
we mult not doubt, bur that it 
eRom.12.1, jc to frame andcfaſhion our ſelues, 
2.Ephecſ.4. 23, 
24. 1.Theſ 4. £0 all yertues and commendablc 
1,3.2.Theſ,z. things, asto a fit and chriſtianex- 
WP Thers.rs.rs, cxcite, that wee may finallic at 
INT! Fhu.3.15,17, faine vnto a better lite. True its 
0 06 HP 1819 that GOD oftentimes vſeth 2 
more compendious way towards 
them whome hee incontinentlic 
takcth out of this VV orld : ſo itis 
neuertheleſſc,that the ende to the 


which 


gainſt the finnes, vices, and iniqui. 


Now to procecd to that that fol. 
loweth: God of his ſingular good 


which weare called, ſheweth ſuf 
fcientlic rhat we are placed here, 
{well to bee better and better di- 
red tro a far more excellent and 
lume place , as allo ro make 
nookes of the graces and yer- 
wes which wee haue freelie re- 
rived of our hcauenly father: in 
uch ſorte that wee ought tro 
bell in this VV orlde, as pilgrims 
nd ſtrangers,to the end that wee 
my daylic thinke on our depar- 
ute from hence , and that our 
tarts may not be ouer much cn- 
pled with earthly cogirations. 
I haue alreadie heretofore 
icwed, thar God to manifeſt the 
nerucilous care and ynſpeakable 
bue which hce bearcth towards 
nan, hath created an infinit num1- 
derd of things for his yſe, benefi 
contentation , and moderate 


alure ; and hath ordeyned 


Iz them 


6:44 41.44 4 
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d Gen. 1.27, 
28 29,30.Pſa, 


8.4, $407 ad» 


The Touchfone 


themas helpes and ſtaics to com. 
_ fortand ſuſtaine him in this trap. 
{ztorie catth : with ſuch condir. 
on notwithſtanding , that hee 
ſhould referre all to the glorie and 
bonour of his creator, traming 
himfelfe in all and by all to hi 
will and Commaundement. And 


at 


ſe 


ie 
boo 


ite 
het 
het 


K0 


eMar 25.14, herein ethe Lord dooth euident. 
15. E3-191? lie maketoappcare the heightof 


18,19,20, 


OO Aes 8 who deſtributeth to.ſome more, 
35,36.1. Cor. tO {ome leſlie, and ro ſome mecane- 
2.16. Jie, according to the meaſure! 
which hee knoweth to bee molt 
expedient for them: and although 
oy that humatne ſenſe dooth iudye 
£ cu, IO.17. g (: f 4 
Job.34.19.Ro and holde the ſame for a mant- 
2-11. feſt incqualitic, GOD notwith- 
hExo 33.19. ; $ ob 
Ita. 45.9.er. {ſtanding remaineth # alwaics 1 
18.65. Rom.9. and vpright in all whatſocuet he 


14,15,10 17> dooth . Beſides # all- things are 
18,19,21,22, 


z3, his, and hee can diſpoſe, augment, 


jut 
ord 


his/ incomprehenſible counſel, [pr 


na 
i; 
re 
or. 


ta 


0 


—— 


| 


On: 
ran. 
dit 
ſee 
and 
ng 


his 
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at and pare them at his owne 
jaſure, and no creature can iult- 


legaine ſaye him . Therefore 


both hee moſt worthily in this 
Ike (end ſome proſperitic , and 0- 
ter ſome aduerſitic; ſo that nei- 
ter the one nor the other hap- 


indjnech by ; chance or fortune, ;Mar.s.26,27 


ent- 
tof 
ell 
Ie, 
ne 
ure! 
oft 
gh 
pe. 


Nl- 


ut by the Lordes vnchangeable 


28,29,30 and 
10.29,30; At 


ndinance and diſpoſition. And ;, .,Lu.zr. 


or this reaſon, thoſe whome hee 


maketh to proſper, either by mar- 


tandiſe , or by tome purchaſle, 
tee giftes,ſucceſsions hereditary, 
by any other mcanc;to vie wel, 
hankcfullie > and Jlawfullie , the 
wffelsions , riches and goods, 
which the Lorde putteth 10 their 
hands, ought firſt ro take heede 


that they doo not facrifice vnto 


18s. 


ther nettes, as the 4 prophet ſpea- 4Hab.1.15.17 


kth, that is to ſaye, to attribure 


ucicriches,wealth,and proſperity 
I 3 tO 


Pfal: 127: 1,2» 
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The TouchfHone 


to their owne forefight,labourjnlh 

duftrie , ſtrength and policiz|6t 

thereby to pufte vp , and mak0) 
themſelues proude , and to con{il 

temne and deſpiſe others : buſi 

they ought to acknowledge thaſil 

alltheir goods, riches and prefer.|d 

7 Tam.t.17, ment/come from God: thatthq|a 
_— 2 *? are cleare 8 manifeſt witneſſes [i 
na *” his bleſsing,pledges of his fatherhſa 
| kindnes, & that by theſe meane,| 

he would leade them as it wer|4 

by the hand vato his louc and 6 

bedience. For as touching proſpe|i 

ritie, and the happieſuccelle ofal|} 

things, which theLord oftcntime|} 

e Mar.s 45, {endeth to the * wicked whicl|? 
Luc.16.19.23 hate his maieſtie, and ſetat nauglt| 
_ 5 123+ his holy commandemets, to then || 
4,5. Matth,zs. , ; $ Þ 
41,42,43, 44, it falleth out for another reſpett;|: 
45- for whereas they abuſe allthegiits|! 

of God.to their itrecouerable ruin | 

and cucrlaſting deſtruction : pro- 

a fperitle | 


ur;n[Þ 


olicie 
make 


cl 


critic alſo by a 1tult vengeanee 
*GOD, and yet through their 
owne fault dooth (crue them bur 
n ſtead of ſo much fat, to fatten, 
pcram and to harden their hearts 
he more: or1inplace of ſnares,nor 


onely ro holde them here bound, 


nd {traightlic ried , bur alſo in 


[the ende iuſtlie to choake them, 


and ſuddainlie ro rumble them 


|downe headlong into vnquench- 


tble hell fier. 
True it is,that God ſometimes 


.{vſcth them as inſtruments for the 


rofit ® of others : but in that the 

bok no higher tha ro themlelucs, 
and to the vaine and inconlſtant 
gloric of this VV orlde, they abuſe 
proſperitie,and make ir worſe, for 


[a much as they acknowledge it 


not to come from » God, the one- 
ygiuer of all good thipgs. 


Therfore to praGtiſe well proſ(- 
- I peritie, 
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»Gen.31,1.2. | 
and 47: 11;12- 


olJam.1.17. 


The Touchſtone 
peritic and rightly to yſethe ſame 
it is meete, that men ſhould 1. 
waics acknowledge G OD tohe 
plob.1.20,21 the author and giucr of allthci 
22.”0.27,24: wealth and proſperitie : and tha 
— itis his bountitull hand whichhe 
ſtretcheth out towards the,that he 
may drawe them gently and | 
uiogly vato him, to the end tha 
they may haue cucn now inthi 
9s PR.59.7,8, 7 preſent lite ſome taſte of his fv 
_—_ ba os, Cherly loue, aud as it werealeyol 
& 105. 37,39, that ſouctaigne goodnes which 
40,41. Hcb.z. he hath prepared for them in hex 
——- ” uen. Wherefore it 1s their duetic 
It.i2leaem's [oO bee drawane more and more {0 


26.and 12.1,2 the cttctuall feeling of his inc- 
3.Bzcc.16.46, 


47,48.Aas.,. {timablc kindenes, toloue, obey, 


35,36,37.cze. feare, reucrence, and ſcrue him, 
++5.0.7-5. for as much as all occaſions arc 

Pfal. 34.16.21 

and 37. 1,2,3, taken awaye : ſo that they can- 


7-8,9-35,36- NOT juſtlic pretend anic exculc 
and 49. 6,7,9, 


-—— 
— 


i? ro keepe themfelues farte from 
a him, 


fore let them take heede, that they 
makethem not head-bandes to (e- 
duce & blinde chemſelues, of that 
which God giuerhthem to open 
their etes withall ; to the intent, 


.| that they ſhoulde acknowledge 


him, to bce gentle, libcrall, and 
kinde towards them. Let them al- 
ſo take heedse, thar they extoll not 
themſelues aboue meaſure, by an 
ynthankfull forgertulneſle of that, 
wherby they ſhould rake occaſion 
to debaſe and humble their ſelues 
alwaies the more before the Al- 
mightie God; of whom they hold 
and polletle allthey haue by faitn 
and obedience. To bee ſhort, ler 
them not reſemble horſes, which 
being kept in a ſtable along time, 
with luter euC vp to the bellies (as 
they ſay)becoc inthe end tameles, 

yca, 
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him , becauſe of the neceſsities 
| and wants of this life. And there- 
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| TheTouchſlone 


peritic and rightly to vſc the ſame 
it is mecte, that men ſhould 1. 
waics acknowledge G OD toht 
plob.1.20,21 the p author and F1UCT of all thei 


22.%0.27,-24: wealth and profperitic : and tha 
I1.Tim. 6.6,7, . 


2.9. Itis his bountifull hand whichhe 
ſtretcheth out towards the,thathe 
may drawe them gently and |o- 
uvingly vnto him, to the end that 
they may haue cucn now inthi 


9s PR.59.7,8, 7 preſent lite ſome taſte of his fx 
9.10,11-EX0. therly loue, aud as it werea ſeyd 
17.2.7.Pla 78. 


& 105. 37,39, that ſoucraigne goodnes whit 


[hl 49,41. Hcb.3. he hath prepared for them in hes 


28, 3 3 > '} 4 . " 
79 4515 ven. VWhereforeit1s their dueti 


11,12.lerem.v to bee drawne more and moteto 


26.and 12.1,2 the eftetuall feeling of his inc- 
3.Bzecc.16.46, 


47,48.Aas.,. {timablc kindenes, to loue, obey, 


35,36,37.cze. feare, reucrence, and ſcrue him, 
+4-5.0,7-3. for as much as all occaſions arc 
Pal. 34.16.21 


and 37. 1,2,3, taken awaye : ſo that they cat 

7+8,9 »35.36. NOT iuſtlic pretend anie exculc 

ane 49-7-9- ro keepe themſelues fare from 
gb be. -= 


him, 


—_ 
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him , becauſe of the neceſiities 
and wants of this life. And there- 
fore let them take heede, that they 
makethem not head-bandes to ſec- 
duce & blinde chemſelues, of that 
which God giueththem to open 
their eres withall 3 to the intent, 
that they ſhoulde acknowledge 
him, to bee gentle , libcrall, and 
kinde towards them. Let them al- 
ſo take heede, thar they extoll not 
themſelues aboue meaſure, by an 
ynthankfuil forgertulneſle of thar, 
wherby they ſhould take occaſion 
to debaſe and humble their ſelues 
alwaies the more before the Al- 
mightie God; of whom they hold 
and polletle all they haue by fait 
and obedience . To bee ſhort, ler 
them not reſemble horſes, which 
being keptin a ſtable along time, 
with luter cuC vp to the bellies (as 
they fay)becoe inthe end tameles, 
yca, 


" The Tenchong 


yeain ſuch wiſe, that they are {6 
farrefrom taming, that they furt. 
ouſlie kicke and winſe, and often- 
times with great roughneſle caſt 

their riderto theground. 
Moreouer, to vſc well proſpe- 
ritie, it bchooucththar he to whs 
cod ſendeth the ſame,thuld ynder- 
It Heb. 13.16, ſtand that it” is not onely for him- 
jj £2-3-9-19<< ſeltthattheſe goodsare giue him: 


| c1.4.1.2,3.40 
K-56, 11,12, putalſothat he ſhuld beſtow ſome 


| Fabry 6.8. choſctharare viſited with ficknes, 
If 9,10,11.Ezcc. penuric,andall ſuch as haucncede 
l 18.7- of their rchiefe; burprincipallic to 
| comfort and ſupport thoſe tharare 
of the houſhold of faith. For who 
ſo ſhould cram his owne bellie, & 
Ruffe his owne purilc only, $& not 
bee in anic Caſe couched with the 
tecling of his neighbors neccſLity, 
ncither puttoo his helping hande, 
according to his abilitic,ſhould he 

"= Not 


(it 1ob.4-7,8.luc. portion thereof on theneedie,and | 


A A OOO 


not manifeſtly ſhew forth a more 
than barbarous crueltic ? & ſhould 
hee not beehtke a ſuperfluous hu- 
mor, which (by little & little)pul- 
leth,drawcth, & ſucketh out al the 
good {ubſtice of the other parts of 
the bodie, making them emprie, 
weake, and ſpoyicd of their natu- 
tall itrength,vertue and power. 
And foraſmuch,as in health the 
faithful haue as it were a ſcantling 


| ofthebleſsings of God,itis meete 


alſo that it ſhould be employed, as 
itoughtto be, and applicd to his 
right vſe,that is to the/ holic exer- 
ciſc of Religion and godlineſſc, 8: 
to charitic rowards our neighbor. 
Therefore wharſocuer honelt bu- 
linefſe and lawtull exerciſe they 
doo being in health, and well dif 
poſed in bodie,lct them euermore 
haue an ceie to God ward, rcndring 
thankes ynto him for his manifold 
__ bleſsings 


_ ————— 
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{ Mar. 25.30} 
26. Gal. 2.16 
and6.19 


—_— —___ 


——”——— — 


The Touchſtone 


bleſsings beſtowed vpon them, & 

obediently ſubmitting themſelues 

vato his holy will and ordinances: 

they then which waſt & conſume 

mg their health in ” diſſolutenſle, in 

3-4-5. Apocal. Wailtonnes, yncleannes, idleneſle, 

22-15- prodigalitic,riot,and lazines, muſt 
aſlure theſclues thatone day, they 

ſhal caſt yp their gorge, for hauing 

ſo wretchedly abuſcd the good | 

gifts of the Lord. 

Andfor becauſe the honour, fa- 

uor, credite & preferments whert- 

vnto God ſomtimes raiſeth yp his 

people,are(as 1t were) members & 

parts of proſperitie,8 conſcquent- 

ly pledges & carneſts of his good | 

will and vnfaincd Ioue toward his | 

children: it is likewiſe neceſſarte, 

that we knowe the true yſe there- 

of. For, as men of their corrupt 

nature arc enclined to peruert the 

gifts of God : ſo doo they eallly : 

buſc 


| 
| 
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wherin they are placed,8 (upping 
ypthe daylic fauour and enticing 
alurements of this decciueable 
world, know not themſelues, but 
doo in ſuch ſort dazle their fight, 
with the brightneſle thereof, that 
oftentimes they forget themſelues 
to bee as other men . For which 
cauſe it is moſt needfull , when as 
God doth raiſe them vp to any de- 
zrecof honour,worſhip, orother 
preferment, and maketh them to 
tinde credite and fauor with thoſe 
whome God hath placed in high- 
eſtauthoritie ; heartelie to praye 
him,that hee woulde touch theyr 
hearts, and open their vnderſtan- 
ding,to acknowledge that it is he, 
which youchfafeth to ſette them 


| vp, and mooucth the hearts of 0- 


thers to gratcfie, loue and fauour 


them. ; 
The I = 
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' buſe the excellence and greatnes 


The Touchſtone 


| wPr0.3.33,34- Therefore * by how much the 
.Peter. 5.5,6. 
Iam. 4.6.70, MOre a man iscxalted,by ſo much 
| Prower. 29.23. the more he oughtto debaſe and 


| Matth. 23.12. h1;mblehimſelfe ; and take heede 
| Luc. 14-11. & 


(18.14. Ex0,18 that he abuſe not his degree;by vi- 
| 21,22. Deu-1. oJence, crueltie, reuenge, inturic, 
1 - pe qgany oppreſsion,exattion,ſmiting,con- 
| | | and 17,18,19, remning and diſdaining of others; 
20- but rather,to be ready to doo plea- 
{urcand good to all thoſe that ſhall 
haue neede of his helpe, comtort, 
and favour; ſhewing himlclic yn- 
tothe world, asa patterne of Joue, 
humllitie, vertue and godlineſle, 
For if (becing exalted to ſome de- 
orce ot preferment, worſhip, cte- 
dite,or honour) he himſclte rebell 
againſt God, and is ſtained with 
vice,ordure and filthines; hee will 
orcatlie hurt others, not onclic by 
the faulc- which hee commatteth, 
butalfo by the cuill exaple which 
he giueth. For as thoſe perſonages 


(placed 


| 
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(olaced in authoritic *, are (in this 
ite) as vpon a ftage,(whether it be 
nche Church of God,or els about 
he adminiſtration of the affaires 
ofthe VV eal-publike) to be ſeene 
f all : ſo chat their faults and im- 
xrfetions are ſooner perceiued, 
han others which beholde them. 
And,as ſome ſpotte or blemmiſh, 
which in another part of the body 
night be hid, is caſily ſeene in the 
ice, and diſfigureth it, how ſmall 
beuer 11 be: euen ſo is1tof great 
nens doings, & thoſe thatare pla- 
«din authoritic, which are verie 
much noted, and cafily diſcerned 
«euerie one; becauſe of the high 
alling whereunto they are rayſed 
doue others. 

In ſteade therefore , that ho- 
ours , credite, and fauours, are 
b prophane and wicked men , 


ſawing no feeling of the true 


| Religi- 


x Mat. $414. 


—  — — — ———_ 


_ -— 


The Touchom 


31. Sam. 22. Religion, euenas a ſword inthe 
Ns 2, © handof a mad man; becauſe, tha 
Ier.32.3 Mar, by this occaſion,they not ſeldome 
Ee 90 5 become diſguiſed, yea altogether 
* *2.* other men; as proud, outragious 

& intollerabletyrants : on rhe c6- 

trarie part, Chriſtians , and thoſe 

that indeed and in truth do make 

profc{sjon of the Goſpell, ouglt 

2 Pfal 72.1,2 fiiſt ro take them as witneſles of 
3,4.1.King 9. the bleſſing of God;and next, ſoto 
5 PIERD] behane themſelues 1n feare, lou, 
Tim. 2.1,2,3. Teuerence and obedience towartd 
him, that they mult chinke them- 

{clues to be his ſeruants,for to doo 

that which isreaſon and right, as 


alſoto g10e light ynto orhers, by | 


Oo 


an example of cquitie, holines and | 


Chriſtian modeltie. 


Bur, becauſe that the . yerte 


beſt and holieſtof GOD Schil- 
dren doo ſoone ſlide awaye, and 
throgh the great infirmitie which 

is 


| of true Religion. &s 
2the|isin,chem doeaſely vſethe things 


ome [aspawnes and pledges of the gen- 
*ther | tenes, loue, mercie, and fathcriie 
ious |iffeCtion of God rowardes them. 
ecs-| The Lord hauiog rare of his, 
hoſe| and of che haſtning ot their ſalua- 
aake {tion , doth often viſe and handle 
whe |themafter a cleane 5 contrarie fa- 
s of | ſion : and by aduerfitics, afflicti- 
oto | ons, wants, ignomtinic, reproches, 
2, | diſcredite, contempr, rebukes,op- 
ards [preſSions, & withal kinde of cro(- 
em- | ſes will have them to be made like 
Joo | vato the image of his Son, to lead 
, a5 | them to that ende, whereunto hee 
by | hath o1d-yned and cleCted them, 
1nd | Fora reaſon wherof, we muſtallo 


tie | meanes (ſtrannge and contrarie to 
1]- | our fleſh) that God vſethro bring 
nd [his children to an vnfained feeling 


of their finnes, aloathing -of this 
Rs K Adeceipt- 


4a Tob. 4. 19 
1c.and 1.5.18 | 


that | bone ſaid, which ſhould ſerue thE Rom.7 24. & | 
9. 16> of 


& Rom. 8.-8, || 
35236,37. i M 


knowe the proper vic of thoſe 


cIoh.2.15;1 
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deceiptful world, to draw them 
to him, andtoadiligent meditati 
on of the heaucnliclife. 

Now thoſe that bathe theſelues 
and haueno other feltcitie than in 
thedarkeceſternes of linne &ip- 
norance; abhorring the true light 
of the Goſpell, and the heaucnlic 


_ counſell thereof, more than the 


owlc dooththe brightneſle of the 

Sunne, they cannot be perſwaded 
| in thts point. For as they iudge the 
4 Pal. 37-::;. fauour 4 of God, and weigh the 
onidgcs, s dingtothe proſperitic 
3.6,7,8,9and {AMC accordingto the proſperit 


6.14,15 Plal. which they enioy in this life ? lo 


f/ 1*-3-43-5.13 will they alſo meaſure, and com- 


paſſe his wrath and diſpleaſure by 
the aduerlitics- and afflictions of 
others. So that this is the conclus 


fon which they comonlie maks; * 
This man proſpereth in his af | 


faires, andall things go well with 
him according to his owne heatts 
deſire; 


that the beſt , godlicſt, and moſt , 
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&fire, therefore he is fauoured 8£ 
tloued of God : and by the con- 101 
rarie; this man is poore, tormen- 1h iff 
rd, opprefſed, afflicted and vexed 1801 
with manifolde calamitics,caſt off 
rom the world, and contemned : 
therefore God fauoreth him nor, 
hut hateth him,and wreaketh vyen- 
rrance vpon him. It this conclu- 
ion were good, then conſequent- 
yit would follow,thatan infinite 
mmber of the wicked, which 
tauc proſpered aboue others 1n 
this worlde, haue beene ſtrayghr 
wayes beloued of the Lord. Burt 'l 
God hath no acquaintance with Fant 78.009 
; . 20.5,27,28 || 

the wicked, ncither doth he heare 29.p1ai.50.16 | 
them, as long as they are ſuch in- 17.38. 19.20. Mf | 


deede. Ir woulde alſo followe, © _ til 


—— 


wright Men in the Worlde z {Joh 16.33. ot 


; Pro.3.11.Heb. || BY 7 
who haue beene moſt gricuoul- ,.,;<- 8,9. i| Bi 1 
le oppreſſed ; were hated , and 110! 

K 2 not 
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deceiptful world, to draw them 
to him, andtoa diligent meditati 
on of the heaucnhe life. 

Now thoſe that bathe theſclue 
and haneno other feltcitie than in 
thedarkeceſternes of ſinne &igp- 


1. norance; abhorring the true light 


[2 
. 


| | | 
1} 
W1 4 Pfal. 37-2:3- fauour 4 of God, and weighthe 
i 1 | 9.10. lob.4,s, 

Il) $,6,7,8,9.and 


of the Goſpell, andthe heauenli 


owlc dooththe brighrneſle of the 
Sunne, they cannot be perſwaded 
in this point. For as they iudgethe 


ſame according to the proſperitic 
6.14,15 Plal. whichthey enioy in this life : fo 


8; 19-94-1613 willthey alſo meaſure, and com 
|| paſſe his wrath and diſpleaſure by 


the aduerlitics and afflictions of 


fon which they comonlie maks; | 


This man proſpereth in his af- 
faircs, andall things go well with 
him according to his owne heatts 
defite; 


il others. So that this is the conclu+ 
| 
j 
( 


_ counſell thereof , more than the 


ee © om, _ Aaw-® 
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kfire, therefore he is fauoured 8£ 
iloued of God : and by the con- 
rarie; this man is poore, tormen-= 
rd, opprefſed, afflicted and vexed 
with manifolde calamitics,caſt off 
from the world, and contemned : _ 
therefore God fauoreth him not, 
hut hateth him,and wreaketh ven- 
cance vpon him. If this conclu- 
En were good, then conſequent- 
[it would follow,thatan infinite 
mmber of the wicked, which 
haue proſpered aboue others 1n 
this worlde, haue bcene ſtrayght 
wayes beloued of the Lord. Bur 
God hath no . acquaintance with rae 7.8. | 
; 20.5,27,2L | 
the wicked, ncither doth he heare 29.p1,al.50.16 | 
them, as long as they are ſuch in- 27.33. 19.20. þ 
deede. It woulde alſo followe, ©* — [! 
that the beſt , godlieſt, and moſt |} 
wright Men in the Worlde z \ 79% 1633: | 
| 0.3.11.Heb, || 
who hauc beene moſt gricuoul- ,..;«<,- 8,9. | 


le oppreſſed ; were hated, and 
K 2 
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 TheTouchfone 
not in the fauor of God,vnder the 
colour of the Crofle and afflidti. 
os, which almoſt all their lifetime 


they naue endured : which not: 
withſtading appearcth to be moſt 


tures. Therefore although thatrti- 
ches and proſperiticare (in reſpett 
of the elect) witneſſes of the loue | 
of God, yet haue they another c- 
| £10b-27.13, fect 1n regard of the wicked : for 
| ihe" RD inthar, that they receive them, as 
| Jam.1.12. pla. COMMing by fortune, foreſight, la 


119. 71. lob. bgur and traucll, and not fro God, 
33.16,17.Pro. 


F| 25.15. 1.Cor, NEY are vnto them by their owne 


'T1.3.12. Pfal. 


{ 
| 
[| 


|$,9 Luc.6.40 VICEL ruine. Concerning atflidt- 
| _ 15.20. gal- 0ns,they haue alſo another end,% 
* ONE vſc inthe * eleCt,than in the repro- 
[26.Mat.14 29 bate : for albcitthat they more of- 


30,31. & 1. req ſhewe foorth the wrath of 
oF Apoc.2 7, 


falſe thoroughout the holy Scrip- | 


11. 32,33. 2. fault, occaſion of pride & contept | 
| of God, & finallic turneth to ther } 
| 31.1,2.1f4.26. 


10,1 God, than his lone : and that thc 
elet 
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[det have acombarte againſt ſinne 


tall times whenſocuer they are 
fi&ted, or viſited with anie 
courge from the Lord: ſo thar in 
her atflictions and miſeries they 


annot chuſe, but acknowledge 


iis wrath againſt ſinne, thereby to 
hauca miſhiking more and more 


of themſelues : they haue neucr- 


heleſſe another ende and vſe in 
theyr behalfe , than they haue in 
the behalfe, of the wicked. For 
nthe middeſt of the ſtormie ſea 
of miſeries and calamitics which 
GOD layeth vpon them, they 


tele them(lelues correftted and 


cbaſtened by him, and forewar- 


ned to take heede 1n time to 
come, that rhey finne not witting- 
ly, and of knowledge : belides 
they are aflured of the grace , 
mercie and fauour of G OD, and 


1 hol- 
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holpen by the ſpirite of ſanXtifics, | 
r10N, to ſect forwarde their falus | 


tion. 

And cuecn then , when a 
they are perſecuted, and rewled 
at for the Goſpells ſake, GOD 
(of his mercic) coucring theyr 
ſinnes, and not laying them vn- 
to their charge ; vouchſafeth to 
adorne them with his liucric. 

Bur foraſmuch as the wicked 
are ignoraunt, that they arc go 
ucrned by the hand ot GOD, 
and oftentimes thinke themſclues 
to bee afflicted by the lipperic 
chaunces and chaunges of vn- 
certayne Fortune , (as the pro- 
phane people arc accuſtomedto 
ſpeake) the cuills, and miſcric 
which happen vnto them, are by 
their owne fault, ſure ſignes and 
infallible witnefſles of GODS 


wrath, 


| 


. | o great profite, aduauntage, and 
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wrath, and are (as it were) the 


|fburbes/and entries to hell,pre- 5 Rom.9.22. i i 
aed for the deuill, and his an- 1d +<.loks 1m Wl. 


10.26 and 17, 


ther waxe worſe and worſe, 


which become the worſe for '9-*:C2t44- 
Gal. $.19, 20, 


account 1t a ſtrange ; thing, that 
the Faythfull are affli&ed moſt ; ter.25.29. 
commonlic in this World ; yea Eu 2331+ t. 


wicked ; ſccing that they hauc 


ploric, by their troubles , vexa- 
tions, aduerſities', and other like 
trials. 


wicked ynmealurablic torment 
them ſelues in theyr calamitics » 


K 4 ſtampe, 


tom amendement, that they ra- 17.10b.20.17, | BR I 
18.and21.17, || [MW Rl. 

| 18,19,20,21, {WH | 

like the baſe borne galley ſlaurs 22.and 36.18. |} 


beating. 21,lob.27.11 » | [I 

Wee ought not therefore 12,13, 14, 25» || 
16,17. Mat.2s || il | 

41.LUuc.13.27. 


F 
il 1 F - 
ty "4 

| 


: Pet. 4.17, 18, || My | 
een more ſharplic, than are the IN ol} 


V herefore, in ſtcade that rhe 181! 
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| ftampe and ſtare , murmure, and 
E- onaſh theyr recth againſt the ina- 
 teſtie of GOD, ana i allie/al 
into deſpayre , finding in the 
| #1.52m. 31.3 orcateſt of their miſeries no 1 
| 4,5S.Mat 27.5. ; 
Aris,  medie, but 1n death : on the 0- 
WE [0 7 Rom: 5:3, ther part, the , eleft,, and cho- 
Wl 11! ppg Begins ſen Children of GOD beeing 
$1.32, 33, 34s caught by the Golpcll, and 90- 
35.lam. 1.3. yerned by the holie Spirite in 
the depth of their aduerfiries re- 
tourne to GOD with true re: 


pentance , and notwithſtanding 


alwaycs put theyr truſt jn him, 
from whom they expett all good- 
neſle. 

Yet foraſmuch as wee are not 
all ſicke of one maladie, and that 
GOD according to the quali 
tie of the griete dooth yerie well 
knowe how toapply the remedic 


their griete and heauineſle , doo | 


(0 


| 
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ſome more gentle, and to o- 


- [thers more ſharpe, and chart thoſe 


hat are wholeſt , finding them- 
fduesin ſuch ca'c, are oftentimes 
acher by the tendernes,& delicat- 
nes of the fleſh, or by the ſharpnes 


[nd vehemencie of the paine 


which they ſuſtaine,or by ſome 0- 
her occaſion preſenting it ſelte a- 
baſhed , and hindered in the prac- 
iſe of the ſaide affliction, I will 


: Ibriefelie ſhew afrer what ſorte 


wee muſt behaue our ſelues, and 
how we ought to make our benc- 
irof the ſame. 

To prattiſe therefore well the 
duerſites whicharec inflicted vpo 
vs, and to referrethe to the proper 
end, we muſt firſt bee perſwaded 
tatthey happen not by * chance, 


fortune, or peraduenture, neither 3, 164.49 15, | 4 


dy the linking and depending of 


cauſes, which the heathEthoughr 


to 


{ Matti. 195 
24;30.AF5t. 27 
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to be 1n all things of the World, 
proceeding from impulſion and 
mutuall interchange : bur by the 
vnchangeable prouidence of God, 
without whoſe will and know. 
ledge nothing is done, citherin 
Heauen, earth, and in hell. Then 
being retolued 1n this poynt, that 
atflliction and aduerſitic dooth 
come from GOD, wee mult 
ſtraight waics bec aſſured, foral- 
» Rom. 2.28, much as beis our = Father, that 
He-12.6,7,39 they are for our weltare and (al 
uation, although they are contrs 
ric to our flethe. And (o to vle 
them well ,, we muſt tale them 
cheeretullie and in good parte, 
as at our Fathers hand , and & 
proofes which hee youchſafct 
to make of the patience, obed- 
ence, faithe , hope, and othe! 
vertues wherewith he hath ent 


r0.loh.16.33. 


ched his Children. . 


Like- 
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Likewiſe foraſmuch as du- 
nog the time that we are 1n this 
mortall life , we are (ubieft and 
nuen to ſo manie imperfections 
$s nothing more , and chat cuen 
tiole who are moſt forwarde in 
the reformation ® of life , doo » Eu. 17-15. 


. OMm.7.14, 
oftentimes halte ard bang the ,, ,, 
wings, by reaſon of the infir- 24. 


nities that are in them : GOD 
o ſhewe the care hee hath of 
their Saluation , and to chaſten 
bem, ſendeth ſome, ſicknes , ca- 
amitie and tribulation , to this 
ade ro take awaye the ſcumme 
and falth which remaineth with- 
nthem ; Therefore1t wee bee 
icke, in Priſon , or opprelled 
with any other aduerſttie , wee 
ae by theſe mcanes ſummoned, 


(tor 


GS $4 +8 $44 


ind as it were Cited, to acknows- # Tob.9.31,: |] 4 
3.and 25.4,4 | | | 


. . O-..'0 5 
ledge our ſinnes q and iniquities, PEI Pts | 
thereby to miſlike our {clues ;,5.Ro, 6.23. || 
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pPla.119.71 


Job.:3.16,17, 
1$. Heb.1 2.6, 
7,8. 


lob. 19.23, 
24, 15, 26,27. 


2.Core5.1;2, 


The Touchtone 
(for licknes, ſorrowe, perplexitie, 
andall other atflictions ought to 
beeltcemed of vs, as Herrolds of 
the wrath of God, and as the hite 


and wages due vito our finnes) 
to caſt and beate vs downe in all 


» humilitic,to cauſe vs more and | 


more,to loath this entifing life, % 
to make vs more warte 1n timeto 
come;and finallic to {erue vsas the 
meſlengers of death,and as proper 
and fit inſtruments ro haſten our 
ſaluation, and toliftys vp to hea- 
nen. Therefore although the ſick: 
nes; impriſonment , tribulation 
and aducrſitic þc long, very 7 ted: 
ous, and fometimes incurable; yet 
ought wee not for all thar, ro giue 
placeto ſatan, who vnder coulor 
that wee feele no caſe, nor demi- 
niſhing of cur calamities would 
willinglie make vs belecuc, that 
weate forſaken, caſt off, and ha. 
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citie, fed of God. VV herefore in this 
It to |rieuous temptation wee muſt 
Is of [uue our recourſe tro the Lord our 
hite [od, by carneſt praiers and hum- 
nes) file ſupplications , to the end'that 
n all ſythe ſpirit. of adoption, hee may 


and |nore and more bcare witneſle 
e & |nto vs, that we are notwithſtan- 
ing his, and that hee hath care of 
sand that he will ncucr forſake 
s, but will deliver vs at ſuch 
ime as he knoweth to be moſt ne- 
&arie for our ſaluation. And al- 
. |xithe ſuffereth vs ſometimes to 
x ſoaked and drenched 1D paine, 
. Inicte and miſerie cuen to deaths 
lore, and to ſinkeas it were into 
he gulfe of aduecrfitic : yet ceaſcth 
ienot to aſsiſt vs inwardly by the 
- [icrrue - of h1s ſpirit, according to 
lis promiſes, and maketh vs to 
kele fome comfort,as if we were 
. |deadie dclinered . And becaule 


e, X 
1C [0 
5 tne 
Oper 
Out 
hea- 


that 


rRom.8$.14, 
[ F,19, I7, 85 
533,39. 2.Tim, 
4. 5,6,7 8, 
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ſicknes eſpecially grear, long andþ 
yehement,oughtto ſerue vs as the} 
herald, and meſſenger of death, it 
is our ductic ſo much as wee car 
to ſhake off the feeling of outht 
gricte, ro make no more account 
of the eſtate of this preſent life, þ 
neither of thoſe things which| 
concerne the ſame ro bee linked 
and tied ynto them, to taſte aJrea- 
die the bleſſednes of the eterrall ib 
life:and whereas in the mortal bo-| 
dic wce are vader the continual fp 
thraldome of ſinne,in ſteede here. ji 
of to delire the ſame tor to been 
with Chriſt, and to glorific him ſt 
without any impeachment. Fi-|t 
vallie our ductie is when wee are | 

brought to any ſuch extremiticto þt 
prepare our ſelues to die, & whol-|i 
lieto giueour (clues ouer intothe ſt 
handsof our good God and gract- jt 


ous father, and to yecld our {clues 6 
| —_ as | 


and s obedeint Children to his hea- 


 thejenlie wil 8 pleaſure: having ſure 
1, t uſt in his /promiſes,that whEhe rqohn.s.16; 


canſalltake vs out of this miſerable and 5. 24. and , fil | 


| . . "= 6.4.7. lere.z1. 
out horld, hee will giue vs pofle(si Do 


"unto of eternall hfe , which wee 1.Pet.r.7. 
life, lue long 'hoped for in Teſus 

ch [brift. 

ked ſherfore whatſocuer affliQis tir- 

rex ith vs, let vs alwaies hane in mind 

rall peinfinirmulcitode of ourfinnes, ; peg 2g 5, 
bo-jtvs weigh 1n the ballance of vp- 1.Cor. 11.32. 
uall fght indgement the waightines, 

ere-jud weariſome burden thereof, 

bee jud conſider that the origioall (in, 

im ft whence is deriued all che heap 

Fi. bf 1iniquitie hath iuſthe deſerued 

are fteroall death : and when all ſhall 

10 ſee counterpaiſed equallic with 

ol- jc aduerſities which hee ſuf- 

he jt we ſhall condemne our « ſelues , pat, 51.4, 
ct 0d freelie confeſle that G O D 849,10 Ro.7. 
es, [woth deale yerie gentlic with ys #51924 
as | :n 


-_ d 
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1n reſpect of that which wee haue 
Jeſlerucd. 

The lame being diligentlie con- 

{1dered in the midſt of our (ickne] 

and aduerlities, it will ſhew vysthel 

way vnto patience,and confolatd 
on,walting quietlie and conſtant 

lie, for ſuch 1fue as it ſhall pleaſeſ 

his heauenhe Maieſty to ſend:and|| 

xRom.s.1,2 alluring * our {clues more and; 
cher Bs —_ more of our ſaluation, ſceing thatſ 
23 2 Timo.2. by the pledges ot the holy Spirit 
19. 1.Cor.10. which we? haue, ve ſtand innoft 
7 pn manner of doubt, that we are his 
41.4. andotthe number of thoſe who 

of hismercie and grace hec hat 

caofento hic eucrlaſting. h 


_ For otherwiſe there are heertt 


| 


number of things to allure v; 
which asbaites laide to make 
doatc, and to deceiue vs by thelt 
vaine brightnes 8 pleaſant intile 
Wh ments 


91.loh.2.15, 
16,17.14.4:4. 
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haue| ments do holde vs bound and ticd L 18-8 
faſt in ſuch ſort within the boſids 
con-{of this preſent ]tfe,that we would 


knegJof our own free will depriue out 
grheſſelues of rhat ſoucraigne goodnes, 


| Mi 
lat 


tor the which alone we are for a 

tantſcertaine ſpace lodged in this cab- 44 
leaſe]din of earth. And ſo we ought 4 Apoe.3.19 |||j | 
-andjto viſe all manner of aduerſittes, F*9-323- He. | i 
andlas forerunacrs of his wrath for A - 
tharſour finnes, arid witneſſes of his 

ircghuour, wherewith hee vouchſa- 

nnolteth in fatherlie ſort to chaſten ys : 

next as admoniſhments -of the 

trailtie and yanitie of this VV orld, 


mited 5to our Lord Ileſus Chriſt, 8 2hil. 1.2» | q! 
Ih that moſt bleſſed and cuerla-  ®* Iu. 
ting life, oy: # | 
tile] And foraſmuch as God by his j 
ents L molt | 
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 TheTouchſtone 

moſt juſt judgements , and won: 

derfull counſell , hath ordained 

that his Church (the which nor- 

withllanding hee eſteemeth and 

reputeth mote dearec than all the 

reſt ofthe World) thould bee of- 

tentimes toſſed, and almolt ouer- 

| _ whelmed with agreat ſcac of mi: 
cExod. 3. 2. RES : 

Matth.1o. 22, {crics;to the end, that it mightthe 

36,37.loh.16. better acknowledge his wrath a- 

4 ro gainit finne, to hanea miſliking of 

37,38.Gala.s. it ſcltc,that it might be inciredand 

14 ſtirred vp to call vpon hit, as al- 

| ſoreadilie, and with tewer ſtops 

and ſtayes rake the right way to 


and exhort thoſe that make open 
profcſsion of the Goſpell of Tc- 
{us Chrift ,- that they conſider 
arighr, therthings thac haue been 
bctore diſcourſed, and that they 
pur in due and diligent praCtile; 
that winch they know by the rea- 

cing 


heaven. It 1s ncedcfuil to warne 
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ding and hearing of the VV ord of 


God. 
Thetefore muſt they in ſuch 
ſorte paſſe through this Worlde, 


that it oughtro bee vnro ther, as 


[z4ſtrange Countrey that nothing uc>.13.13; M4 
how faire , beautifull, and ple- 24 1:vcr.2.14 ff 
ant ſoener it bee, may ſtaye and '# 2510-17 Ih 1 


1$.1,Pet.2.11 


heere belowe : then oughtthey 
o aſptre yato a better life than 
this, which 1s but a ſhidowe 11 
compariſon of the other : where- 


- \yppon they muſt alſo remem- 


yo 


der , that they are in this bodie, 


matter, britrle,fraile,and ſubieCft e- 
lerie moment to a thouſand alte- 
ations, &Xtoalmoſt an infinitno- 


ber of diſcaſes, beſides the ſtrange 


mndnew kindes which proceede 
ER La from 


holde them altogether fleſhed TRE | 


Sin a houſe © of carth, that they ; 106. 19.8 || 
are aSit were in Sepulchers , and 15,16. 2.Cor; || | 
in lodgings made of corruptible — *'* 5} 
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The Touchfone 


from the iuſt vengeance of GOD 
puniſhing the horrible excelle, 
riot, and prodigalitic of men : 
Laſtlic to a thouſand kindes of 
death , which doo nerclic nippe 
vs, and doo followe ys cuen at our 
heeles. 


oraucd in their hearts,0ught itnot 
co giuethe ro vnderſtand of their 
fraile and brittle eſtate, and conſe- 
quently ro warne them that they 


{10,18,19, 20. fOreitis their dueticſo ro dwell in 
wo” 1-12 rhiscarthlyrabernacle, that inthe 
19,20.21,22, Meane time their conuerſatio may 
bein heauen: andin ſuch forteto 
behave themſeclucs,thatthey may 

be alwates readie, willinglic and 
without any grudging to giucit 
ouer when it ſhall pleaſe the Lord. 
And although wce are to honou: 
oure bodie,in that it ſeructh asai 


11 


| g1.Cor.6.19 
Gal.4.9. 


Such a remebrance being welin 


FPlhal.37.2.9 truſt notro much therdgto: whet- | 
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inſtramec ynto the ſoule for good 
and godly attions, and as therem- 
ple of the holy Ghoſt, although 
we mult not cruellic ſlay i itas doo 
thoſe ſuperſtitious murtherers,the 
followers of Baals * prieſts, which 
cut theſelues with knives & lan- 


(cets euen t1]] the bloud guſhed out 


neuery partof their bodies : ſo ir 
s notwithſtanding, that Chriſti- 
ans ought ro take heede, that they 
denor withdrawne from the ſer- 


\uiceand obedience of God by an 


ouer great and excels1ue' care, to 


[deck them curiouſlte, and to nou- 


rſh them featclic, and delicatlic. 


;For in ſo  dooing they ſhoulde 


make them darke and drouſic Pri- 
ſons, and fardels onely burthe- 


| ning the earth , which woulde {o 


erchem trom beholding God, as 
it they were alrcady buried in the 
round; ſceing that the £odie is 

| L3 the 


l 


| 
jRom.1i3.11 cl 
(2,13;14-2al. ' 
$.16. 1 .Pcr.2. | 
12,12: 
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7Gen. 3. 19. 
Job. 19.26, 1. 


The\4.14,15 Euidentlic þeare witneile, that al- 

16. beit our bodies after the departure 
of the ſoule mult returne to duſt 
and rotrennes , and notwithſtan- 
ding ſhall be by the incomprehen- 
ſible power at God raiſcd at the 
latter day, and made like vnto the | 
glorious bodice of Ieſus Chriſt, to 
becomeimmorrtall, and to be glo- 
rified with the Soule : there is no 


— 
4» 
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the leaſt parte whereof wee are 
compounded, and that itis ordai- | 
ned in this life for the habitation | 
of the loule, which ys created to 
1mmortalitie, jt were to peruen 
the vic of the ſame, if to buie the 
commodities, eaſe, and plcaſures 
thereof we ſhould neg]ett the (al- 
uation of the ſoule. Moreover (ec- 
ing that the holy * Scriptures doo 


reaſon why we ſhould vſcany ob- 
ſtacles, and hinderances whereby 


$0 rctaine the ſoule heere, as acap- 


rue 


to | 


tine and ſlaye to prophane things 
onelie. It behoueth therefore all 
me Chriſtians to referre all the 


[commodities which are ordey- 


ned for the temporall conſeruati- 


ſtan modcration, as conuenient 
meancs, euermore to imploy the- 
frlnes principallic to glortfie God 
throughout cuerie parte and mo- 
ment of their life. 

True it is, thatall chings arc 
deſtinated to the vie of man, to 
this ende, that becing the more 
bound ro God, hee ſhould addict 
and whollie dedicate himſ\clte to 


| his ſeruice : butas hce 1s depraucd 


and ” corrupted of his curſed na- 
ture, ſoo dooth hee by the lugge- 
tion and intiſement of 9 ſatao,and 
by the vabridled monon of his 


gwane concupiſcence , abuſe all 
L4 things, 
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on of the bodic rotheir® proper »: 1.Cor. 16, 
[end,and to yſe them with all chri- 


31.Colo.3.17. | 1 


»Gen.s.s. &| | 
2.21,MAr. 15 it; 


The Touchfone 
thinges, and peruert cuen thoſe 
which othcrwiſe of themſelues 
are not cuill. And this is it that 
maketh him oftentimes to (et vp 
trappes, gyns and ſnares, to catch 
and intangle himſelfke . Thoſe 
therefore that are taught in the 
ſounde doftrine of the Lorde, 
ought to calt off all choſe nets, 

pEpheſs ro and to flee 7 all occafions , by 
Wh x1, 12.14.15. meancs whereof prophane people 


| Col. 1.10-phi. re made drok with their pomps, 
1.27 


tarilie decciue themſelues. For 
which cauſe they ought to vſc 
{ſuch modcration in all things 
concerning this preſcnt life, as the 
profeſs101 which they make doth 
| require. 
And foraſmuch as the Gol- 
| , Gala 5.19. Pell condemneth all s ambition, 
| 26. pride , exceſle , ſuperfluous va- 
nities, and prophane wg 
cc 


— > ——_—— —r=_———_C 


' vanities, and delights, and volun- | 
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t them prouidentlie auoid them 
with al ther occaſtons , as things 
yerie pernicious and hurtfull ; 
arctullie ſtudying to conforme 
themſelues, as neare asthe Lorde 
will aide them, to Chriſtian mo- 
leſtic and godlines, if they would 
not be refuſed of our Lord & 5Sa- 
viour Telus Chriſt, as the workers 
of iniquitie. 

And becauſe riches (which not- 


[withſtandingare ordeined of god 
fo ſerue men as helpes and furthe- 


aunces, to make them the morc 


[hankfull vnto the giuer » in (uch 


ort,that the life of man without 
7olde and filucr, ſecmeth to be, as 
twere, maymed) doo ſerue now 
idayes bur in ſteede of 7 thornes 


[0 holde and glue them vnto the 
lone of this world : I wil not onur 


"icfelic alſo to ſhowe, thar wee 


owght not ſo much to addict & ſe] 
OUT 


y Mar. 12.22, 


Mar. +. t9eJuic. If 
8.14. it! , 
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The Touchione 
our ſelues vnto the deceiucable 
loue of them:which thing I ought 
| ſec. 27.20. tg Joo ſo much/the more diliger- 
lie, for that couectouſneſle and de- 

cciptful greedines, was neuer (cen 
ro be ſo much rooted tn the hearts 
of men,as now it 1s. And in deede 
how manieare eucn of tho(e, that | 
make open profetsion of the true 

Religion, yea of them that would 
blinde the world with the cloake 

of hypocriticall holines aboue o- 

thers, who thus doo burn with an 

inſatiable deſire of haning & hea- 

ping vp wealthe, by all ſiniſter 

meanes, to the vtter ouetthrow ot. 
others; who thinke,nor diſcourſe 
oft in their braines,who ſpeak,co- 
ferre of, nor doo anie thing , but 
that which tendeth hereunto. To 
bee ſhort, who are (after ſo mon- 
ſtrous a manner)ſ{laues and drudg- 
es ynto mucke, thatthey arcat all 
aſlaics, 
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affaies, at the commaundement 
thereof, cuenas toa moſt mightie 
and redoubted Ladie and miſtres; 
yea,tn ſuch ſort,as it ſeemeth to be 
of the number of thoſe euilles, 
which aregiuenouer, and left as 
incurable ? And albeit that theſe 
kinde of men, axe ſometimes (by 
the efficacie and power of tne 


| Goſpel) driuen to miſliketheir vi- 


ces,and ro thinke on heauenly and 
diuinethipges; notwithſtanding, 


| theburnudg attection which they 


beare to coucrouſnes,dooth ſoone 
draw them back,and plunge them 


| againc in the deepe bottome ther- 
' of, euen as the blocke wherennto 


the ape is tied, doth pul him down 
when hee thinketh to graſpe and 
climbe higher. 

Briefelie, this peltiferous *and 
deuourir;g roote of couctouſnes, 


from whence, as fro a ſpring, pro- 
ccede 


Ty 


er.Tim.6.10 || 


Col.3.5. 
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ceede an infinite number of eyills 
wherewith the earth is infeQed 
and ſpred themſclues throughou' 
the whole world,choketh al good 
motions,corrupteth all diuine in- 
ſpirations,aboliſherh all brotherly 


lone & Chriſtian charitie,deſtroy- 
cth all mercic,truth and fidelitie,& 


to be briefe, killeth all the ſecd and | 


buds of godlines,ſpoyleth man of 
all humanitie, yea, and befides all 
that, maketh him an idolater. 
For whatels ſhal we * account 
them,bur idolaters in the higheſt 
degree; when as they attribute the 


prounactl —_— —_ —— —— — -— ww _— — 


truſt and confidence which 1s due 


to God onely,ynto golde 8 filuer, | 


whichare corruptible creatures? 
Theretore it is neceſiarie, that all 
thoſe which cal ypon the name of 
Teſus Chriſt, take heede that they 
benot poyſoncd with the curled 
venyme of auarice. 


Then 
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hoy? 
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Then the true and lawſull vſe 


of riches, is ſo to vie them , that 
hoſe which are rich,do make ac- 


ount that they holdethem ( as it 


were) to farme of God; and not by 


xccaſton of them (anie manner of 


wate) to exceede in tyrannie, vio- 


e,& jence,outrage,oppreſsion,and de- 
and [ice of reuenge; neither to be car. 
n of fied awaye with an * inordinate 


$ all 


unt | 
neſt | 
the 
due 


reedineſle to (crape all ro them- 


[}1:2es, as3t they woulde conquere 


a get all rhe world into theyr 
wilefsions. 

It:s well enough knowen,that 
t1s needtull chat cuerie man 2 ac- 


er, ; 
es! | 


all 
of 
ey 


led 


cn 


ording to his eſtate and calling, 


erneth the preſeruation of this 
ranſitorie life, and that God 1s not 
o auſtere toward ys,that he wold 


hot haue each one, to vie ſoberlie 


ad modeſtlic the commodities & 
os good 


x Ifa. 3. 14. 
& 5.8, 11, 12 
18,20 lam.$, 

1,2,3,4, 5,0. 


3 1. Tir. 5.9. 
Plalm.23 +5,6. 
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hould haue care of that which co- = 07 
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z Tarn. 1 27. 
| & 2.6,7. Heb. 
| 13.16, 


The TouchFone 
good bleſsings, which God hath 
pur into his hands; yet would hee 
(norw ithſtading)that thoſe which 
are rich in this worlde, ſhould nox | 
be high minded, neither ſhuld put 
their truſt in the vncertaintie of ti 
ches, butin the lining God, who 
glucth vs all thinges to our vſca- 
boundantlie. He would alfo, that 
they ſhould doo good, that the 
ſhould bee readie willinglie to di- 
ſtribute to the neceſsitie of theyr 
indigent bretheren, laying vp in 
ſtore tor themſclues a good foun: 
dation againlt rhe rime to come; 
that they may inhcrite cternallite. 
W hertforeletnot the rich proud- 
levaunt,when as they are corich-. 
ed; letthem not = inſolentlie cxalt 
thelelues, nor employ their might 
and powerto oppreſſe and damnt- 
fie others: but rather let them cone 
teile that their riches came by the 


blek 


| 
| 


| 
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bath leſsing of GOD, and let them 
| hee (nderitand thatthe wealth which 
hich jbcy doo enioy, is ſo much matter 
| not hut into tneir hands by God, that 
dput [hey maye haue not onelie (as it 
x ri- [verc) a taſte of his benignitie and 
who litherlie loue towardes them in 
; his fraile and tranſitoric life : but 
iſo thatthey might haue where- 
wth to ſuccour and helpe theyr 
ore brethren, the diſtreſſed me- 
bers of Chriſt. 

Now, as touching the vſe of 
vertie, which isa burthen mer- 
alous heauie, and almoſt intol= 
able amongſt men, it they are 
tot regenerated: albeit it may bee 
che wllefted out of that which hath 
xalt |xen aboue handled, of the right 
ght na lawfull yſe of aduerſicies, yn- 
1ni- {er the which, the ſame is com- 
one [tehended : yet will I (in this 
the Pace.) adde ſomewhat — 
TC 
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the ſame. Firſt, ſeeing that pouer. 
1ob.1.21,22 tie commeth,and is ſent < by God, 
and 2.10. Luc. ag other atfliCtions arezit is ſo farre 
16.20,21- off. that Chriſtians ſhould thinks 
themlclucs wretched and milera-| 
bleforit, and by the burthenther. 
of to bee weighed downeand op- 
6Rom.8 28, preſicd; that they ought ratherto 
w—__ W 51% v{ctheſame, asa fir medicine, by 
7,18, | 

the which G OD purgeth thee: 
vill and noyſome humours of the 

vices which are in them. There- 
fore he will abaſe and bring them 
lowe by ſuch meanes, and will 
draw them vnto hin by cutting | 

oft that, which cither they hauca-| 

buſed,or would abuſe in wanton. 
nefle and difſolute living leaſtthat 

ePſal.53.3,4 Fatnesc and plcntie ſhould breake 
q 6,7,5,9. lob. their hearts, holding them heere 
| 13.14.8242 Pflowe, buricd inthe deep oulph 
\ 3,45,6,7.8. Ot the fraile things of this world. 
W hereforethofe that are _— 

All 


OO OOO Yor Wu i 0 ——-- OOO rom AAR 


Oouer. 


God, 
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ie, ought not to take it as aſigne 


| fare 
11nke 
ſera. 
ther. 
d op- 
Er to 
of) by 
hee: 


of the curſe,bur as one of the liue- 
nes 4 wherew1th the Lord often- 

imes doth honor his,when as hee 
ruchſafeth ſo to try them, for the 


:duancement of their ſaluation, & 


omakethem partakers of poucr- 
te, which hath been ſanQified and 
bleſſed in his owne Sonne. Next, 


f the ſihey ought to receiue it, as a moſt 
1cre- [t® matter of humilitie,thereby ro 
hem {uſpoſe and frame themſclues the 
will þetter to his obediece. For which 
ting ſauſe, when as it pleaſeth him to 
1ea- [teepe them in pouerty,conmempr, 


(ON. 


arcnes, hunger & thirſt,they mult 


that |ot for al that be diſcoraged & de- 
-ake (paire, as if god had no care atal of 


eere || 
keepi 


with the,8 feedeth the very ſcant- 
le,for their greater benefite. 


Iph 
tld, 
hed 
and | 


hem: for he hath chem yer in his 
ping, although hecdealeth thus 


M Being 


#1 
nd ground in peeces with poucr- 


4Toh.16.32, |] 


2, Cer.$.9. 


b Apoc 3.19. l | 
lam.1.12.pro. || [8 
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The TouchFtone 
Beeing then brought to this 
pointthey muſt needes be conten- 
ted with their baſe and abictt con- 
dirion,and aflure themſelues, that 
K is tor their welfare ſoto be; and 
that God dooth themgreat honor, 
when as in ſteed of 4plentie which 
they would abuſe with all intem- 
pcrancic, he vouchſafeth to ioyne 
them to the companie,and ic}low- 
ſhippe of his Angels, atid to make 
them partakers of the benefites 
and ſaluartion purchaſcd by Ieſus 


Seeing then, that the Lord gi! 
ueth thera that which is principal, 
and moſt neceſlarie,it is goodrea- 
ſon that they patientlie ſvffcr the- 
{clues to bee deſtitute of ſnoaller 
things. Foras they are acceptadk | 
vnto © God by the means of faith, | 


ter of comfort in their onclic a | 
| doption, | 


: 
: 
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optio, to the end that they be not 
oucr-much greeued with the bur- 


hen of their pouertie: wheras on 
he contrarie fpart, the reprobate 


[with impatience anddelperation, 
doo ſeeke all ynlawtfull and oucr. 
wart meanes, thinking thereby 
o ſhake off the grieuous fardle of 


[ouertie, wherewith ( neuerthe- 


eſſe) God by his juſt iudgements 
keepeth them ſtill (deſeruedly)la- 


[den. Thus finallie you ſce howe 
'> ſand to what ende all Chriſtians 
pal, ſught to vie the weale or woe, 


which GOD doth ſend them in 
this world. 

And for as much as man was 
placed in the Earthe , as on a 
itage,to the cnde,thatg beholding 
doth aboue, and beneath the won- 


&rous workes of God, he ſhould 
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Fob. 36418, | #4 
: . 19. & 16.5,6; | # 
nd thole thatare ignorant of the 7.& 27,11,14 || | 


27rmons of God, becing vexed 


13,14« | | 


gGen 1.28,29 |\ |. 
30. Pſal.8.1,2, || |; * 
3. & 19.1, 2,8 || || 


8 29, Iob.-26. & 
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wotſhipand magnific the author 
of them: 1t will be conuententand | 
not from the purpoſe,to ſhew alſo | 
brietclie, what ought to bee the | 
principall vſe of other thinges. | 
Now arc they deſtinated to the | 
vic of man,tothe ende, that being | 
thereby the more bounde to God, | 
heſhould wholly addict and dedi- | 
cate humſclteto his ſeruice. 
Therefore, becauſe that all the | 
creatures of GOD, are ſo manic | 
þ Hebr.11-3: cleare © myrrours of his excellen- | 
Mat. 6. 2623, {e,gvrcatnes, and highnes incom- | 
37. & 38.and prehenfible, of his vertue,power, | 
39 & 40. Bo. and proudence wondertfull,of his | 
DH y 25 cooducs and wiſedome infinite, | 
"I ſhew1ng foorth it ſelfe ; the right 
and lawfull vie therof is,to vſethe 
ſame with thankeſgiuing, to our } 
profite and commoditie, ro hum: | 
ble our ſelues in beholding them, | 
to bee rauiſhed with the admiratl- | 
on 
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thor |ſnofthem; to loue him, to obey 
and ſhim, and with all fearc and reue- 
allo [renceto do homage vnto him : ſo 
the lhat the vie of theſe things conft- 
86s. ſteth not onelic 10 the poſleſsion 
the nd truition of them, in reſpeCt of 
108 Fontemplation; bur we muſt alſo 
0d, [whollie endeauour our {clues to 
edi. pon God, giuing him prayſe 
or his wiſedome , and torall rhe 
the lncomprehenſible power which 
ne \heynfoldeth in his workes: brict- 
en- [ie, 1n ſuch ſortto caſt downe and 
JM- bumble our ſelues, thatthere mate 
ver, nothing elſe remaine vnto vs, but 
his | [to honour and worſhip him. 

It, Andindeede,God hath placed 


ght man to no other endein the earth, 


—— 


the he which dooth ſcrue him as a 


Our !ſure, ſolide, and firme floare, dec- 
Mr |ked and richlic beſet with plants, 
IM, |hearbes, roores and trecs,together 


U- \withan infinite ſort of trutes, and 
on M 3 5 111- 


;Gen.1.9,10, | | 


$142. & 2 $. 


lob 28, 1,2,5s if i* 
6,7. Plal.104. |] |: 
$ ,9+ | i 
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innumerable kindes of beaſts for 
his nouriſhment, yſe, ſeruice, and 
contentation. To what other cnd 
alſo doth the earth as a mother, or 
nurſſe ſuffer her breaſtes, yea her 
hollowe and hidden veynes to be 
pierced, and her deepe bowellsto 
be opened with engines 8 inftru- 
ments of yron and wood, butfor 
this purpoſe, that by the commo- 
ditic of ſprings, fountaines, and 
rivers which flue our, and by the 
viilitic of ſundric mettals, which 
are daylic by the force and indu- 
{tric of man digged out; by the 
ineſtimable profit of golde, ſilucr, 
and other mettalls, which is taken 
out of her rich & plentiful mynes,. 
asalſo by the gaine, plcaſure, and 
dclight of an infinite number of 
precious Stones , as Diamonds, 
Rubies, Carbuancles, Topaces, E 
| mecraulds, 
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s for [neraulds , Sardonix, Saphyres, 
and lacynthes, Turkeyſes, Agathes, 
rad Cornelines, Amathilics, Chry oY 
x, or |ites,Berils, Chalcedonies, P a5. 2 
1 her nd other innumerable precious 
0 be [ones and riches, which ſhee (by 
Ilsto theordinaunce of GOD) beſto- 


ſtru- jweth vpon vsout of her ſtorchou- 


t for [{s, as gages & pledges of the ble(- 


mo- 
and 
/ the 
hich 
ndu- | 
! the | 
uers 
ken | 
(d[*f) | 
and 
r of 
10s, 
s, E- 


ings of GOD: wee ſhoulde by 
theſe meanes bee drawen to his 
oue and ſeruice, and have our 
mindes alwayes occupied in the 
defire and meditation of heavens 
lic things, 

Forto vie well (and as befeem- 
ah Chriſtians) theſe io fingular 
and rare thipgs, wee muſt alwaics 
haue an Cvc thereunto, and mea- 
ſure our ſelues according ro OUT 
abilitic and eſtat- ; for there are 
manie of theſe afore mentioned 


11ds, | 


M 4 things, 


14 
w! 
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things,the yſe whereof is onely fit 

for men of high calling, and in | 

no caſe become thoſe , which | 

are of baſe eſtate and meane con. | 

dition. | 

W herefore, when as wee ſee | 

£PGl. 104.6, ſuch ſtore and plentie to Eproceed | 

10,11,12,13, from the Earth, and that ſhee is | 

14:15, 10, >” never wearic to prouide for our | 

4 

vie aboundanthe, and to feede and. 

nouriſh ys {weetely , in bringing | 
foorrh cucrie yeare ſuch diuerlitic 

of graine , hearbes , and fruits, | 

whereof ſhe doorh diſpoſleſle,and | 

make bare her ſclfe tor our ſakes, | 

like vato anurſe very tender ouct | 

her childe, who would pinc away | 
and famiſh her ſeltc, neither ſpare 

her owne ſubſtance ro fſultayne 

him. | 

Oughc wee notinall theſe his | 

bleſsingspowred on the earh, to 

admire, and magnifie the incom- | 

prehen» | 


[ee 
eed 
Ee 1s 
Our 


and 


oY | 
[the iuſt vengeance of God ſhcee be 
[turned and changed into yron and 
[made barren, we muſt impure it 
[|toour vnthankefulnes, which is 


Ite 
res, 


und | 


cs, 
UCL 


ay | 


alc 


1 


rehenſible kindnes,8 vnchange- 
able clemencie of our heaucnly ta- 
ther, and have our hearts open to 


|acknowledge ſo great a magnifi- 


cence, and our tongues ynticd to 
extoll and fiong his praiſes. And it 


ſo be that ſometimes ſhe refuſe ro 


[nouriſh vs, being wearie to (erue 


ys, becauſe of the burthenof our 
finnes, and roo much defiled by 
our heynous offences,or if that by 


the cauſe thereof, and-humble vur 
(clues before God, by a faithfull 


and (ertous conact{1on ynro him. 


ne |. Such 1s alſo the right yſerhat 


: 


: 
: 


| weareto take by the confiderati- 
on of the” (ca,and by the dange- 
| Tous voyages which men make 
onthe ſame : ftorakhough ut be in 


her 


of true Religion. 85 


[/Leuir.26.19 
Deu.a8.23s 


mGen.1.g,1e, | 
Flal. 10443,6,| | 
7 4962 $oZGe| | 


F 


j l 
Th 
j | 
( 
4044 
' " * 
| 34 
+ 
| 
I 
' 


is! 
| us 
jf 
il 


"——_— —_ 


"_ Touchftone 


her ſwolen, and boyling waues 
like vnto a ſavage and furious 
beaſt , & tharneither chaynesnor 
coards can holdeit : GOD not- 
withſtanding by his ſecret pow- 
er dooth holde her enchayned 
in ſuch ſort, that being thus kepx 
in , and pend vp within barres 
and doores it paſſcth not beyond 
hir bounds. The prattiſe then 
which wee ought to make in 
the contemplation and confidera- 
tion of ſo ſtrange and barbarous 
an Element is; that by the innu- 
merable. commodities and vſages 
of fiſh, and other 10finite riches 
which wee receive thereby, as 
out of a huge and large wate- 
houſe, wee ſhould acknowledge 


'o, 
more and more, the fatherlie at- 


fction of our G O D rowardes 
vs : and by the conſideration of 
the wonderfull things which we 

{ce, 


[ſce; as the dailic ebbing and flo- 
|wing»the high ſwelling: atthe full 
'ofthe moone, in ſich» forte, thar 
'the waucs thereof ſeeme to bee 
[mightie mountaines , the incredi- 
[ble 1mperuoſitic of winds that 
blowe, ſo that they make as it 
were oulphs among the raging 
| waucs, the furious tempeſts and 
[hideous tumblings,changed cuen 
a an inſtant by the ſecret po- 
'weroft GO D into a {uddaine 
 calme, and tranquillitie, not ho- 
ped for : wee ſhoulde Jearne ro 
' ſand inawe, andto feare GOD: 
ſubmitting our (clues with all hu- 
militic to his obedience. 

And when as wee beholde 
| the induſterie that G O D hath 
inſpired into Men , to 9 Saile 
: and pafle ouer fo furious an E- 
i 

+ 


lement wich a little VV ood fa- 
ſtencd 
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» *faltn.107, 


22, 24,25,26, 
27,2:8.and 89, 


6,7 ,9- W# 


o Pla,n04.24 ||) 
25,26, | 


The T ouchone 
ftened together, ought wee notto 
be moued to haue him in admira. 
tiowto feare,loue, honor 8 ſerue 
him? If then wee were wile, cer- 
rainely wee would daylic doo | 
him homage in all the courſe of | 
our life, foraſmuch as hee dooth 
m1iraculoullie preſerue the ſame 
from therage ofthe waters which 
are fatre aboue vs. As touching | 
thoſe that dwell nere the ſea coaſt, 
and chiefelie thoſe which fre- 
quent the ſeas, and vadcrtakefor 
voyages to trafficke here 8 there, 
thoſe men haue more occaſtonto 
magnifie God: for the experience 
and proofe which they haue of 
the wonderous workes of the 
Lord,and the great variene of the 
incredible things which they ſec, 
oughtagreatdeale more to ſtirre 
chem forward to this praCtiſe,that 
15 to wit, highly to eſtecme the 
power 


| 
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[power of the Lord,to admire his 


reatnes , wildome and might, 


1whollie to humble our ſelues be- _ 


fore h1m,8 ro yeeld vnto his om- 


nipotent Maieſtie all duetics of 
[honour , reuerence, and obedi- 


ence. 
which is the voyde ſpacethat we 
Hdeauens ſhould not bee mingled 


therewith : we mult not preter- 
mit to touch alſo the true & right 


[vſe thereof. For alchough it be not 


: 
: 
: 


| 


lynlike to that of the other crea- 


tures : notwithſtanding the mer- 
ucilous things which are done 


and remaine therein,as the cloudes 
[hanging ouer vs doo cuidentlie 
[ſhew the greatnesand excellencie 
ot the Creator,his wonderful pro- 
utdence, and fatherlie care which . 


he hath ouer ys: foralthough they 
threaten 


Now as concerning the, ayre, p *fal.r04.. | 
and.48. 4.and | 


28.9,10,11, | [jj 
[ce abour the earth , becauſe the ;2,:;, 14,5, | 
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threaten vs,as though they would | 
fall down vpon our heads, and vt- 
terly deſtroy vs Yet by the hidden 
power of the Lorde they are mo- 
ned too and fro tor our benefites, 
God then hath laid the beames of 
is chader in the ayres among the 
watcrs,the which although by na- 
twwrethey are heauic, yet are they 
made ltght,and are kepr by the in- 
comprehenſible wiſdome of God 
as 1t werein barrels and ſtorchou- 
ſes. This wonder beeing neerelie 
covlidered, ought it notto rauiſh 
| oP 19.1 2 vs with theg admiration of the 11 
and 194 24. Gnjte,almightie,& cucrlaſting po- 
wer of God,andto pull in our bri- 
dle ſhort to worſhip and reverence 
him with all thatis1n vs. 

1 For which cauſe wee ſhould 
3 euerie minute yeeld him thankes, 
inthat hee vouchſafcth heere to | 

preſerue and keep ys from drows- 
nog: 
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ning: for we haue no leſſe deſcr- 
ied it » than thoſe” that hereto- 
ore were ouerwhelmed by that 
miuerfall deluge. And vnles wee 
hee morethan blockiſh,ſhould we 
otin like maner yſcthe horrible, 

nd dreadfull yoyce of the feare- 

ul. things,of the ratling thunder- 
bolts, of the horrible rempelts,of 
hewondertul lightnings,of hailc, 
nowe, and rayn, wherot the [caſt 
arte were ſufficient to deſtroy e 
he whole world, it God did not 
Yoteft vs with his almighty bad. 
|V hercfore letvsapply to our vie 
lhe faide thinges , 1n ſuch forte, 
logether with the contcmplari- 
0n ofrhem,that we may be whol- 
le humbled ynder his high & re- 
doubted power, and that we may 
lwaics more and more miſlike 
our ſelues by the true acknows- 
tdging of our miſcrable nature, 
co 
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to ſubmit our ſelues altogethe 
vnto him, and whollie to depend 
vpon his prouidence. 

Wee onght alſo to haue the 
right vſe ofthe contemplation of 
heaue, which is of an infinit com. 
paſſeand an excellertand ſingular 
peece of worke , ſcruing vs asa 
yaute, enritched - and beſet with 
an infinite number of ſtarres, vp- 
holden by the onely wil and pow- 
er of God, without any otherpil- 
lers, or elfe wee doo wickedly a- 


buſerhefight which hee hath gi- 


ucn vs. It 1s not therefore 1nough 


to knowe the turnings, mouingys, 
and reuolutions of the heauens,to 
ynderſtand,thatthe lampes which 
arc therein placed,doo by a ſuccel- 
five and murual courſe yeeld their 
light vnto the Worlde, thatthe 
funne approaching nere to our ha- 
bitation dooth heate the ſame,and 
tempcr 


ether 


ee et ER 


temper the ayre inthe ſpringtimg 
and going from vs dooth make 


pend 


e the 
5n of 
cOm- 
oular 
S asa 
with 
5 VP- 


JOW- 


rpil- 


Ily a- 


autumne, and winter : that his ap- 
proaching and- departing, is the 
cauſe of the length and ſhortnes of 
the daies and nights; and chat this 
variety ordered,diſpoſed,and gni- 
ded by an equall lawe commeth e- 
very yeare, and ſuch like things; 
which the Philoſophers haue ar 


their finger.; cnds. Bur it behoueth 


ys toaſcend cuento GOD, and to 
teferre the knowledge of all theſe 


1 gi. things to his glorie. For it we ſtay 
>ugh only at the ſpheares,ſtarres,$: pla- 


INS, 
ns,t0 
hich 
ccel- 
their 
it the 
Ir ha- 
and 
mper, 


nets , as the prophane Aſtrono- 
mers doo,what wil itauaile vs, to 
haue bin inſtruftcd 1n chriſtian re- 
ligion,the which doth truly teach 
ys the right yſe of all the creatures 
of God. T2 
Therefore we muſt lift vp our 
(clucs to God, ſtanding in awe of 
| ; N his 
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his greatnes and power, and glori- 
fying him inall and by all, for his 
vnſpeakeable wiſdome and infi- 
nitgodlines: we mult alſo humble 
our fclues vnder his mightic hand 
& be-guided by his ſpirit, comit- 
ting our ſelues wholly to his pro- 
uidence, if we will ike chriſtians 
practiſe the incredible multicade 
andvaricty of ſtarres,* & the won- 
derful courſcof the plancts, wher- 
with the hcauens are adorned as 

with moſt briglt carbunckles. 
The conſideration then of the 
diſtinftion of the heauens, of the 
beautic & brightnes which they 
ſhew forth,of their mouing, 8 c6- 
tinuall courſe:and the orderly fol- 
lowing of © the day and night, of 
the ſucceſs1ue rurne of ſeaſons, & 
ſuch like things, ſerue bur to fill 
mens hearts with pride, and with 
yaine oſtentation , if it conduCt 
= "ah 
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them not co the ſoucraig1e author 
and principall work maſter of all, 


to-giue him che honour <and glo- 


ris; andto pur all our confidence 


in him,ſ{ich that he ſheweih foorth 


ſuch vertuc and power in tie yni- 


torme and moſt miraculous go- 
vernement of the heauens: to ſtif< 
tcrour ſelues to bee ruled by him, 
fth that hee manifeiteth vnto vs 
luch mcrucilous wiſdome, and to 
hope and waite for all goodnes 
from him alone : ſich that by his 
great mercics, he hath voutchſa- 
ted to create ſo many things for 
the vſc,profit, and ſeruice of man. 
Thus ought Chriſtias to applie to 
[their vie the contemplation of:he 


' | heauens,and the aſtrologic which 


is divinelie infpiredivto then. 
For as touching thoſe, which 

paſsing beyondthe limits and bor- 

ders preſcribed in the torcſaide 


cPlal.104.1, 
2,3,4- & 148, 
1,3,3,4.5.and 
2.4.10, icrenL, |||} 
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ſciece,do curiouſly ſurpaſle their 
reach cuento the indgement ſeat, 
thoſe men haue no ſure foundati. | 
on: for they make ſubicCt vntothe 
ftarres all the enents, ard cffefs of 
things inthis world: foretelling al 
without exception,by the ſcituati- 
on,coiunCtion, and oppulition of 
the,as if God had reſigned wholly 
his power ouer vnto them. VV har 
other profit then can they recciue 
inthe ende , by their ouerbolde 
ſoothſaying , but a corruption of 
all godlines.For how ſhall that mi 
cal vpon God aright,8 ſerue him 
ductifullic , who ſhall be perſwa- 
dcd,that hee is conſtrained by this 
or that neceſsitie, becauſe that 
ſuch isthe aſcendant of his natiui- 
tic, or becauſe hee is borne ynder 
this or that ſigne,or planet. 

Therefore let vs leauethoſe for- 
tune caſters and ſoothſayers _— 
tic 
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? 
: 
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AEgyptians, who not being con- 
tent roſhew the order of nature by 
the ſtarres,& by the ſcituations,8& 
conunction of them, to coniec- 
ture of plentie and {carſetie, or of 
the plague, diſeaſes, and ſuchlike 


events (although in deedetherein 


is neither certaintie nor afſurance) 
doo yndertake to Prognofti- 
cate of cucr1e moment of the lite 
of man, and of cuery particular 


| ati; as do thoſe prophane {ooth- 


ſayers and heatheniſh aſtronomers 


' wherewith ouragedoth {warme. 


| 


| 


re althe particular affaires of the 
| world by the onlycompalle of the 


Who teeding a grear number 


withthe winde of their preſurmp- 


tuous prophelies, and falſe predic- 
tions, doo order , guide, and di- 


mouings , and influences of the 


| fignes and planets, & of their ridi- 
N3 culous 
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the heatheniſh Chaldeans, « and 
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_ culous prognoſtications. Let ys 
lcarne therctore to condemne all | 
theſe frivolous obfervations, & al | 
theſe arrogant forctel:ngs,and let | 
vs be aflured , that the courſe of | 
the ſeas haue neyther force , nor | 
vertue of themſelues, but that 
GOD dooth ſo worke by them: | 

Flet.ro.rz that hee hath notwithſtanding | 
13. 2.Kin, all f the gonernement in his own 
23-$,9,19,11. handes, and changeth the times, | 

and altereth the ſcaſons and e- / 
vents of things,according to his 
good will and pleaſure : that be- 
10g briefly conſidered , will great- 
ly ſeruc to moue vs to the duc 
praCtiſe of all other creatures, \ 
and to appropriate them to our | 
vie, that they may becreterredto 
to their proper end. 

gMat.7.19, But foraſmuch as manicbe- 
pe ing content with the ys bare vi- 

q x 3,19. 199.1 derſtanding of ChriſtianReligion | 
6 32.and2.20,--00 without 
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[their ſoueraigne felicitie were 
here placed:I befcechthemin the 
'name of God ro remember 4 Lots 
 Whike,to the ende that the entiſe- 
ments of this world may not im- 
peache and turne them back from 
the meditation of the heaudly life; 
& alſo on the other part, that if it 
pleaſeth2 Lord ro make the parca- 
kers of the crofles of his Son, they 


may take 1t as at his hands,8 loath 


{more and mare the baites of tih1s 
| enticing VV orlde,to” 'crucifie the 
olde man with his affections, and 
luſts, and direCtlic ro goc tocucr- 
laſting bleſlednes. I ſtand therupo 
{0 much the more willinglie, be- 
cauſe I ſee the rime wherein &We 2 


| Na now at: 
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[without any due execution of 
'theſame,d90 inuert and turne yp- 
fidedowne the vie of all things, 


fixing all their choughts,practiles 
eof and deaiſcs heere belowe, as it 


h Gen.19.26 
Luc.17. 32. 


s Galat $.'24 
Rom.s.1. os, 


6 Mat.34.12, 


P + 


13424438 5 


I 3,14: 


-_ ww 


The Touchfone 
are to bee plunged and drenched 
in ſo many kindes of filth : that 
they ſeeme to bee properlie, the 
{inkes and chanels, whercunto all 
the wickednes of the time paſt, 
15 come to yoyde and purge it 
ſelfe. | 
Wherefore to inciteand ſtirre 
vp the faithfull rhe more ro the 
ſaide godlie praftiſe, it remaineth 
for a concluſion, that weecom- 
pare this life briefelie with the 
life ro come; to the cnde, that by 
the contempr of this preſent, and 


Nob.2.15,16 of al the/corruptible things which 
17.Ro.12.1,2 
and 13.11,12, 


concernethe ſame, wee may be 
ſo much the more inflamed to 
deſire the life eternall ; not that 
wee ſhoulde not acknowledge 
rhis preſent life in his degree, as 
a Teſtimonie of the bleſsing of 
GOD, bur it is to bee deſpiſed 


in compariſon of that I 
and 
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and moſt happic life : and eſpecial- 


93 


| lie, foraſmuch as ic deteyneth ys 
| .hereſubie&ro an infinite number 


of miſeries,affliftions and calami- 
ties,and giuenoucrto a continuall 
thraldome of ſinne. For which 


cauſe we ouohtto defireto bee =» Phil. r. 23 
O 2.Cor.5.1. 2} 
| 


ſeparated trom this bodie, and to 
be with Chritt. Beſides, ommon 
expcrience doothplainlic enough 
ſhewe,that iris ſhort & like a mor- 
ving flower , which is ſtraight 
waics dried vp, like aſhaddowe, 
which pafleth awayquicklie, and 
like alight and ſwiftrunning of a 
race, ---:-* 


Now by this -ſhortnes we are pl. 39.6| | 
{ufficientlie warned , notto giue _ 14. 1,2 
our ſelues ſo much to the loue of 


the world, ſeeing wee doo bur as 
pilgrimes paſſe through it. Andal- 
chough the ſame bee ſo common 


ynto vs,as nothing more, 8 cucry 
ran 
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man can alleadgemanie ſentences, 
both out of the holie ſcriptures,8: 
protanceauthors for this purpoſe: 
veric tew (notwithſtanding) con- 
ſider thereof ,as is neceſſarie & re- 
quilne. 

And albeit we havebutr a verie 
ſhort time to liue,and that at euery 
momentthe thred of our » yearcs 
may be by ſmall occaſion cur oft, 
yet can we not be awaked frothe 
droufines & {luggiſhnes of world- 
lychings,nor vawinded out ofthe 
labyrinth of the exceſsjne cares & 
thoughts of this miſcrable 8 tran- 
ſitorie lite. Let vstherefare aime to 
the life that cndureth for euer; as 
vatothetrue felicitic & principal 
happines ot all Chriſtians; and lct 
vs confider, that it 1s an ercrnine 
which ncuer ſhall haue an ende, 
whereas a thouſand yearcs are but 


102.2, as? one day, andaday as thouſand 


yeares: 


- - 
pema—_—___ —C  _——_— 
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| yeares: : and as for our (clues, wee 
wexe olde as a garment;for which 


cauſe, wee ought wholly to aſpire 


to the like immortall, and to make 


| {mall account of tie deceiueable 


—_— —__ cc a 


vanities of this world, which fly- 
eth 7 away as a woord inthe ayre, 

and tothe which whoſocucr lea- 
neth or truſteth, ſhall ſodainly bee 


| deceiued. 


Moreouer, this preſent life is 


| miſeradle, & laid open to a whole 
world of miſeries, tro altcrations 


| and chaunges,to ſorrowful,tragi- 


call and hcauic cuents, which may 
happen even atone 1taſtant, T here 
isalſoalmoſt no pleaſure which is 


not mingled with a pricking re- 


morſe of coſcience,X which hath 


not in the ende fome anguiſhand 


trouble: That mathcrfore -thewerh 


himſelf to be very vawiſe, whoa- 


midſt ſo many euils, aſpireth nor 
[0 
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ro the felicitic of the life to come, | 


whereasall ” teares ſhall bee wiped 


from their cycs,and all ſadnes tur. 


ned intocuerlaſting ioy 8 perfe& 
conſolation. 

This life then, is as a painfull 
running with continuall trauayle, 
finaly attaineth ynto the end of the 
lyſtes,and approacheth ynto death. 
But when we ſhall be ſeperated fro 
this mortall bodic , and gathered 
ynto Icſus Chriſt , wee ſhall reſt 
(with the bleſſed /Saints) from all 
aur labours: which wee oughtto 
deſire with all our heartes, vnlcſlc 
we be more blockiſh, dul & voide 


of reaſon, than brute beaſts. Ought 


wenot alſo,it wee be not whollic 
deſtitute of ſenſe,and ſound iudg- 
ment, to acknowledge the great 
vanitic of this world,and of al the 
corruptible thinges , conteyned 
cheren? 


- — —— _— 
—  — — 
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Andif ſo be that man himſelfe 


' counterpaiſed ina ballaunce with 


nothing,is found to be lighter tha *Plal-62.19, ,} 


nothing : whatſhall we thinke of 
all the reſt ? Haue wee not triall e- 
nough, that the faſhion of this 
| world paſſerth away f? Thatal that 
| we ſee, how faircaſhew andappa- 
race {ocucr it hath, melteth quick- 


144 4. 1» 


Cor.7.31. | 


lie” away ? That there is neither #E&l 1-1,2- 


Monarchic, nor Kingdome , nor 
principalitic, nor gteatneſle , nor 
, might,nor credite,nor fauour, nor 
, wealth, nor health, nor pleaſure, 
nor anic thing elſe, but commeth 
to his period, and taketh an ende ? 
( . Therefore what brutiſhnes is 1t 
 todoat vpon vaine things of no e- 
ſtimation; to faine, imayine, and 
build an cternitie,and (as it were) 
an immortalitic in this wretched 


| World ſ which paſſerh together & 1. loh.2.15 


I6,17., 


with the luſts thereof,and inthoſe 


things 
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things which vaniſheth away aſ- 
ſoone,or ſooner,than ſmoake,thi 
a vapour,than ay mans dreame in 
thenight ? Iris therefore the du- 
tic of all truce Chriſtians,to be pre- 
ſentliedrawen vnto the. conſide- 
ration of the ſurezconſtant 8 ſtay- 
edccſtate of life eternall, which re- 
maineth ſor cuer : & alſo to dirett 
all their cogitations and aCtions 
thereunto : to the ende that they 
may fully entoy the ſame,whenas 
the Lord ſhall rranflate them from 
hence. | p52) 

Moreouer, ſceing that this life 1s 
nothing but a-bamſhment,wher- 
as the faithtullare exiled and ſent 
away intoa ſtrange Countrey for 
acertaine time; ora {epulcher or 
priſon, wherin they are ſhut vp 8& 
1mpriſoned; ought they not deire 
to come forth and to be deliuered, 
thatthey may fullicpoſlefſe their 
[ : Counz 


— 
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| Countrey z, which is Heauen? 


a | Thatthey may bearſure andper- 
fetlibertie,and OOrYy evioye 
that moſt bleſſed life ? 

' 'Setng alſo that hauing attained 
tothis mmmortall reſt, we ſhal haue 
ino more necede of anie of theſe 

[things here below, as honours, fa- 
uors,preferments, riches, poſſeſsi- 

1ons,lituings,apparcell,meate, drink, 

\golde,ftluer,& ſuch like : w hy arc 
'we'ſo brutiſh,ſo void of ſenſe and 
vnderſtanding , as ſo to {cr our 
mindes thereon, as though there 
were nolifeto be hoped tor after 
this? Let vs therefore make our 
{ ſeluc purſes which qawaxe not old, 

even a crefure which neuecrfailerh 
in heaue wheras the thief cometh 
not;neither the moath corrupteth: 
let vs ſigh & groan ynder thechea- 

| vie burths of fin, wherto we are {o 
much inclined while webe inthis 


4 carth- 
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earthlic rabcrnacle; and let vs be- 
waile our ſo miſerable ſtate by the | 
which wee continuallie prouoke | 
the wrath of God; let vs wiſhand | 

| Phil. 2,3. 1. defire to bee at libertie fromfthe 

WEE C9:.13.9,10. cruecll ſeruitude of diſpleafing our 

"01.1 molt gracious and heavenly Fa- | 

ther. Now this matter cannot be | 

fullic and whollic ours, as long as | 
we ſhal crawle in this life as poore 
wormes,but onel1e when as wee 
ſhall entoy the cuerlalting inheri- 
caunce. 

W herefore let ys learne 1n 
good time, (by the yertue of the 

WW || Spirite of ſanCtification ) to fight 

(RIRTE £ Gal.s. 16,17 againſt s the deprauation of out 

gh 5 309:4:12 grfull Alchh and the fruites thereof; 
13,14. Eph. s. 
10,11,12,13. andlctys preſently accuſtome our 
Col.3. 1,2,34 ſeJues to glorifie God, throughout | 
* eucric part of this our tranſitoric 
life;that in the other, we may with 
the cle&t Angelsand choſcn ow 
ren ; 


vs. 
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fren ofthe Lord, continually giue him 
yorie and praiſe everlaſting , 

| Therei- one thing morethar ovghr 
nmmcit2 vs torthinke on, & to defirethe 
lefled life, & to paſſe quickly out of 
tus withour ſtaie which is, tharwhillt 
eare int]1s body, we are abſent from 
lod , & know the -heauenly things bur 
apart, nor ſce them but by a larteſſes 
'ut then ſhall we ſec our Saujour face 
bface, &as he1is. And in ſteaade rhat 
owe we arein the midſt ofthe wicks 
d and preuerſe world, prompr & rea« 
le verry ſhame-fully to ſtumble and 
all, if god did not as with a ſecret bri- 
le hold vs, then in the life eternall, we 
hall be in the company of theangels, 
Patriarchs, Prophers, Apoſtles, & of 
il thoſe that are partakers of the glory 
f Jeſus chrift? yea, we ſhall enioy the 
'reſence of God the father of leſus 
(Chriſt his ſonne and of the holy Sp-nit, 
n whom conſliſteth the tulneſfle ot all 
xerfect telicitie, 

For the obtaining whereof.ſeeing we 


— 


.tecreated and placed in this worlde, 
O ſhould 
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ſhould we not be more than miſerable 


to depriue our ſclues of ſo ſoucraigne a 
comoditie, to be tide to the yaine and 


friuolous things of this world 2 For. . 


what will it profit aman though hee 
ſhould win all the whole world, if he 
toole his owneſoule ? Thoſetherefore 
which make profeſſion of the truth of 
the Goſpell, ought aboue al thingesto 
haue care of the laluatio of their loules 
and diligently take hecd that they loſe 
not heau&,which Teſus chriſt hath pur- 
chaſed by his bloud,for this vile carth, 

neither to fruſtrate themſclues of rhe 

inheritance which neuer fadeth nor fai- 

lerh, for the corruptible & decemable 

traſhofthis world.Bricflic that they be 

not like vnto that profan Eſau whotor 

makiug more acount of a meſle of po- 

rage then ofhis birth right, was depri- 

ued of his fathers bleſſtag. 


Trueit is, thatro enter into a full & 


whole poſſeſſion ofthe glorious im- 
ortalliry, we muſtpaſſe by the ſtraights 
ofdeath;which ofhis nature is horible 
& dreadfull,and pucteththe wicked in- 
t9 
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ro an extreame feare, for thatisacom* - 


| paniedwitha curſe becauſe of fin wher 


£ —_—  — 


of it is the reward, So fare it 15 notwith- 
ſtanding, thar the faxh-full feare or 
dreadir, thattheycuendefird and wiſh 
for it, as an acceprtableſlcepe and plea» 
ſant paſſige, wherebyto enter into c> 
ucrlaſting bleſſednes,berng conſidered 
in Teſus Chriſt, who hath vanqithed it, 
andtaken away the ſting therof;in ſuch 
ſort,that ir canot gueany dedly weund 


_ tothoſe which by a true & lively faith 


are ingrafred and mcorporated in him. 


It is therfore tothe moſt happy fue 


| ofthe firlt death, which bringeth reſt 


ioy, glory, andeuerlaſtiug immorrali- 


_ tiewhereunto Chriſtians ſhould ayme 


all y courſe of their life: neither oughr 
they to feare {> profitable & hapies 
chanoe, which is of a ſhort, miſcrable, 
wreched, and deceitful life, ſubiet ro 


| athouſand miſchances, miſeries & ad- 


} 


uerſities, briefly roa cominuall death 
to an everlaſting, bleſſed and glorious 
life : Finally , they ought not fearc to 


} leauethis mortal tabernacle, andto pit 
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off the fraile and finfull body laid open 
toinfinit emis, tobe clothed with o!o. 
rious 1minortalitic, & to recouer a bet- 
ter habitatto by infinite degrees, which 
Is prepared tor vs, when as this lodge 
ſhall be broken downe,& whereas our 
heavenly tather ſhall haue crowned vs 
witha diadem ofunmortall glorie, 
Wherefore, ler all thole . make 
open demonſtratio of the word of god 
and are careful ofizlu tion, haue a ſpe« 
cial regard hereuvto, and Jer them 
euen now 1n this hte begin to talte the 
heauenly telic:tie, and afſure themlelus 
that the happineſſe, which God of his 
meere mercie and iberalitic hath pre- 
pared for his chi}drenis incomprehen- 
fibles tor eye netther {awe 1t neuther ear 
heardir, neither can rhe heart of *' man 
comprehend ir. Thether, thether it1s, 
that they ovghtto haue theirvndere 
ſtanding & their minde fixed & direc= 
ted all the ume of their pilgi1mage, 
wh..tlocuer thoughtes the dewll, the 
world, and the concupilence of their 
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If then the brut beafts, and inſenſible 
things do according to their kinde de= 
fire and wiſh for the day ofour receme 
tion, aad perfect laluation, to be deti- 
uered fromthe bond: ge of yani.ie & 
corruption, whereunto they are now 
ſubie& becaule ofour fines, how much 
more feruent ougt we tc, defire v ſame 
we I {:y,vhcn. it toucherh morethen 


| all other things Therefore let vs paſſe 
; an ſuch ſorttarougih this world?, and 


viſe all thoſe thir gs that concerne this 
preſent hte {ſv moderateiy, thatinthe 
meane time we may {erue God in ſpi- 


 tite and truth, accordir:s to the ſure & 


inf.lible rule, which he hath procamed 


; ynto vs in his ſacred word, that finally 


we may obtaine that crown of cor» 
ruynble glorie, through the altuffiuer 
merites of Icſus chi1ft ; to whom with 
the father & the holy ſpirit be al glorie 
 honoranddominkn 
for cuer more 


Amen, 


FINIS. 


